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22000033  HHeeaaddlliinneess  iinn  RReevviieeww  
          

          AAbboovvee  iiss  aa  ssaammppllee  ooff  tthhee  ttiimmeess  tthhaatt  HHaarrlleemm--RRoossccooee

FFiirree  mmaaddee  hheeaaddlliinnee  nneewwss  iinn  22000033..  SSppeecciiaall  tthhaannkkss  ttoo

NNoorrtthh  SSuubbuurrbbaann  HHeerraalldd  eeddiittoorr  MMiikkee  RRuugggglleess,,  PPaarrkk  PPoosstt

eeddiittoorr  DDaann  MMooeelllleerr,,  RRoocckkffoorrdd  RReeggiisstteerr  SSttaarr  rreeppoorrtteerr  CChhrriiss

GGrreeeenn  aanndd  pphhoottooggrraapphheerr  GGaarryy  CCaarrllssoonn,,  aanndd  BBeellooiitt  DDaaiillyy

NNeewwss  rreeppoorrtteerrss  aanndd  pphhoottooggrraapphheerr  JJiimm  UUrraaqquuaatt  ffoorr  tthheeiirr

ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  ccoovveerraaggee..            ..  ..  ..  SSeeee  ppaaggee  22&&  33  ffoorr  mmoorree  22000033  iinn  rreevviieeww 
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Confined Space Fire   Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     December 22, Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to 4633 Prairie 

Hill Road for a report of a fire at the Northwind Concrete 

Products Company.  Chief Presley arrived and was informed by 

a worker that the fire was in a crawlspace, and that you could 

only get to it through a manhole, and that there were possibly 

hazardous materials down there. Chief Presley called for the 

proper equipment for a confined space emergency and made sure 

all firefighters entering the building were masked up.  701 crew 

entered the building with a hose line and started spraying water 

and foam down the manhole, put a ladder down in the hole, and 

went down to finish the job.  Luckily it was just a fiberglass 

ladder that had caught fire and the crew had the fire out quickly. 

There were no hazardous materials found in that area. 
 

   
Left, Dan Zintak and Don Shoevlin start spraying water and foam down the 

manhole as black smoke billows back out in the picture on the right. 
 

   
Left, Chad Radke engineers the first in attack engine/pumper #701 as Scott 

Johnson brings a ladder forward for the crew inside. Right, Captain Kirk Wilson 

holds the ladder as Captain Mike Drost climbs back out of the manhole after 

investigating the fire as Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell informs the County Officer. 
 

   
After a job well done it’s time to pull all that hose back out to the trucks.  Left, 

Dan Zintak heads out with the nozzle end of the hose line as (right) Don Shoevlin 

brings up the rear. 

 
Dave Doyle, Marty Green, & Scott Johnson finish racking the hose line back on 

the fire truck. 
 

Snowmobiles on Fire? Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

 
Jackie Soppe and Danny Gunderson finish putting out a fire on an Arctic Cat 

Snowmobile. 

     Later in the evening on December 22, the firefighters were 

again dispatched for a fire. This time it was for snowmobiles on 

fire in a garage at 10095 Fawn Prairie.  It seems the homeowner 

was working on the snowmobiles and some gasoline ignited.  

Damage was limited to the snowmobiles. 

 

Which Would You Choose? 

 

Question 1: If you knew a woman who was pregnant, who had 8 kids 

already, three who were deaf, two who were blind, one mentally 

retarded, and she had syphilis, would you recommend that she have an 

abortion?  

  

Question 2:  It is time to elect a new world leader, and only your vote 

counts. Here are the facts about the three leading candidates. Candidate 

A - Associates with crooked politicians, and consults with astrologists. 

He's had two mistresses... He also chain smokes and drinks 8 to 10 

martinis a day. Candidate B - He was kicked out of office twice, sleeps 

until noon, used opium in college and drinks a quart of whiskey every 

evening. Candidate C - He is a decorated war hero. He's a vegetarian, 

doesn't smoke, drinks an occasional beer and never cheated on his wife. 
 

Which of these candidates would be your choice? 

Candidate A is Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Candidate B is Winston Churchill. 

Candidate C is Adolph Hitler. 
 

And, by the way, the answer to the abortion question: If you said yes, 

you just killed Beethoven. Pretty interesting isn't it? Makes a person 

think before judging someone.  Never be afraid to try something new. 
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Smoky Business  Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 
 

     December 27, fire crews were called to the Subway on 

Edgemere Terrace for reports of smoke in the building.   Crews 

investigated and found a furnace motor to be the culprit.   

 

False Alarm   Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

 
Ramona Baldoni and Marty Green secure the ladder as Danny Gunderson puts 

the Knox Box key back.   
 

     December 28, Harlem-Roscoe Fire crews responded to 11059 

Main Street at the Verizon Building for a fire alarm.  Entry was 

quickly made using the key in the Knox Box and the building 

searched.  Luckily it was just a false alarm, and no time was 

wasted making forcible entry or waiting for a keyholder. 

     Fire Prevention Lt. Bill Sabin is pushing hard to have all the 

businesses in our fire district install a Knox Box like the one the 

Verizon Building has.  A Knox Box is a box located at the front 

entrance to a business that houses a key to that business.  The 

fire department is the only ones that have a key to open the Knox 

Box and that key is secured in locked key pads on the first out 

fire trucks.  So, in an emergency, entry is made quickly to the 

building.  This system may also be used on a house where the 

victim may be bedridden etc. 

     Any business or even residents wishing more information on 

the Knox Box Entry System can give the fire department a call at 

815-623-7867.. 

Construction Continues…  Photos by Chief Oscar Presley 
Update from Chief Oscar Presley. . .   The construction crews finished 

the outside portion of the building January 2.  Much of the inside 

is also complete.  The electrical wiring started the first week in 

January and the crew is here from Canada to start the 

pyrotechnic installation.  I personally can hardly wait to see the 

special effects part. The building has many rooms, hallways, and 

two interior stairways along with first and second floor entry 

doors.  There are many ways to enter and almost a maze like 

interior room complex.  This will be an exciting addition to our 

training program.    
 

 

January 2, the outside is finished. 

 

 

 
Left, the insulation is 

going up in the first 

burn room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mo and Matt, (M & M’s as Oscar calls them) from FTS are now on scene and 

working to install all the pyrotechnics.  Above they work on one of the large 

outside control panels. 
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Happy New Year! 
 

     We have just completed another year, one 

filled with plenty of challenges and rewarding 

advances for our fire district.  We graduated 11 

new personnel for duty this past year and 

started a training facility burn building 

located at 13974 Willowbrook Road.  We sent several personnel 

to fire service classes at Rock Valley College and several to 

special classes at other locations.  We upgraded our in-house 

and vehicle computers to wireless.  Station Two received a new 

minipumper and two beds were added for sleeping quarters at 

the station.  Lost a couple good men to retirement and added a 

new Trustee to our governing board.  The Needy Family drive 

was successful again this year.  We helped 26 families receive 

food baskets, clothes, and presents for their 66 children.  We 

attended many civic meetings and community functions.  The 

department also helped with marking the rivers.   

     We still had time for our department family picnic, kids 

Christmas party and now we get ready to start all over again, 

improving, planning, and forging ahead to make the New Year 

even a greater year than the one we just finished.  Though the 

standard training house burns may be gone, the same way as 

riding on tailgates, our practices will continue with the new 

training tower. Our usually busy time is our Spring Dinner, 

Spring Dance, and the Trustees Appreciation Dinner is just 

around the corner.  Oh, and don’t forget we have one of the best 

websites around.  Check it out thousands do every month – 

www.harlemroscoefire.com                 Chief Oscar Presley 
 

Firefighters Retire   Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

     After 12 ½ yrs on the 

department, Captain Rick Olson 

has retired from the fire 

department to be able to spend 

more time helping his family.  

Rick is also the last original 

member from when Station 

Three was built.  A goodbye 

party complete with a delicious cake (above) was held during 

training for Rick on December 16.  Rick works for Roscoe 

Township Maintenance, so we are sure we will either see him on 

the streets of Roscoe or I know he will still stop in and visit from 

time to time.  Thanks for those 12 ½ years Rick, we will miss 

you and don’t be a stranger. 

 

     Station Two Firefighter Chuck 

Poveromo pictured left with his 

wife, Marcia and Chief Presley, 

retired recently from UPS and is 

moving his family to Florida.  

Chuck says if any of us get down 

his way, we must be sure to give 

him a call and stop by for a visit.  Chuck says Colleen will have 

their new address and phone number if anyone would like it.  

Bill Sabin already has plans to go check out Chuck’s new pad 

next time he and Joan are down at their Florida home.  

Personally, I think Chuck is going to miss all of us too much and 

I bet he will be back for several visits.  I know we will miss him! 

 

Needy Family Drive 
 

     December 20, the chief’s truck and the department’s two 

suburbans were used to deliver baskets of food and presents to 

26 families. 66 children received presents of clothes and toys.  

Chief Presley worked closely with the district’s schools as well 

as the Roscoe VFW to come up with a list of families. 

     First, collection cans were placed at all three stations and 

donations of toys and food came in from firefighters and the 

community as well as a lot of money from the community.  

Next, about a dozen power shoppers spent an evening at the 

Wal-Mart Store buying clothes and toys for all the kids, and then 

the wrapping began. The food was sorted into plastic bins for 

each family and a trip to the grocery store was made to fill in 

what wasn’t donated. Each family received a turkey, milk, eggs, 

butter, bread, buns, and several non-perishable food items such 

as cereals, vegetables, etc. Finally December 20, firefighters 

delivered the baskets and presents.   

    Any fire personnel that haven’t helped with this effort are 

really missing out.  Seeing the relief on a grandma’s face as we 

dropped off the food and presents for the grandchildren she is 

trying to raise by herself and the gratitude she expressed really 

gave me the warm fuzzies! 
  

   
Ramona Baldoni and Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell finish filling the food 

baskets. 
 

 
Ron Klaman loads one of the suburbans for delivery. 
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Training = Success 
By Captain John Presley 
 

Hello all and welcome to a new year.  In case you haven’t 

noticed, the training schedule has changed a little.   

• First, you will see the colors – yellow, blue, and green 

highlights.  They denote training categories.  The 

categories are suggested training classes by the Illinois 

Society of Fire Service Instructors.  Yellow denotes fire 

classes such as defensive driving, Haz-mat, confined 

space, etc.  Blue denotes EMS classes which have 

recertification hours applied for with the OSF EMS and 

the IDPH.  Green denotes specialty classes.   

• Second, there will be a new point system to be 

implemented in 2004.  Nothing has changed except that 

you will be responsible to attain the required points for 

each quarter otherwise reprimands could result.  There 

will be plenty of training during the year to acquire 

needed points or make up lost points.   

• Third, a Firefighter II class will begin January 7 at 1830 

hours.  Anyone that wants to complete the certification 

process is welcome to attend.  Training hours are 

available for this (hint).  

• Fourth, several classes are in the works to be held here 

in our district, including Training Officer Workshop I 

& II and OSFM’s Vehicle and Machinery Operations 

Class.  For those who currently have the Roadway 

Specialist certification, OSFM changed the certification 

in 2002 and no longer recognizes this class and is 

offering an upgrade to bring those with the Roadway 

Certification to the proper level. 

• Last, but certainly not least is the training tower at 

Station #3.  It will be a big part of our training in 2004.   
 

     Although the training schedule is tentatively set for 2004, 

the Training Division is open for outside class ideas, so 

forward your ideas to us.  Remember: “Education is the 

breeding ground for ability, ability is the breeding ground 

for team work, and teamwork is the foundation to Success!”     

Thanks for the hard work in 2003: Let’s make it better in 

2004. 
 

     The 2004 Training Division includes – Captain John 

Presley, Captain Kirk Wilson, Firefighters Jerry 

McCormick, Don Shoevlin, Aaron Miller, Chad Radke, 

Mike Huffman, and Jim Johnson. 
 

 

 

Do you want to be a Firefighter?      
Chief Oscar Presley 
 

     As we start our New Year, we also think about starting a new 

training class.  This year we want to concentrate on more 

personnel for Station #3.  We already have a few possible 

recruits signing up for the next class – that’s good news.  So, if 

anyone knows of a resident who is interested in becoming a 

firefighter get an application to that person or have them stop in 

and see Colleen at the front office of Station #1.  Remember, 

Station #3 area is the most in demand. 

Training Quiz   
       Captain John Presley.  
 

1. Newcomers enter the fire service in one of which three 

categories:    

a. Line, Staff, Administration 

b. Paid, Volunteer, Sleeper 

c. Career, Volunteer, Paid on Call 

d. Probationary, Temporary, Cadet/trainee 

 

2. Which organizational principle states that a subordinate 

should report to only one supervisor? 

a. Unity of Command 

b. Span of Control 

c. Discipline 

d. Chain of Command 

e. Division of Labor 

 

3. Making a large project manageable by assigning small 

pieces of it to specific individuals is an example of: 

a. Unity of Command 

b. Span of Control 

c. Discipline 

d. Chain of Command 

e. Division of Labor 

 

4. In general, what is the span of control for a fire service 

officer?  

a. 3-7 years 

b. 5-8 years 

c. 5-10 years 

d. 8-12 years 

 

5. “Department policies that assign specific tasks to be 

performed at any given incident” is a definition of : 

a. Evolutions 

b. Incident Management System 

c. Standard Operating Procedures 

d. Pre-fire Plans. 

 
Answers: 1.-C, 2.-A, 3.-E, 4.-A, 5.-C 

 

 

Chaplains Corner 
 

Sheryl has suggested that I write an article for the 

Firehouse Scene each month.   So, following orders, here 

is my first one. 
 

     January is the frigid month of the winter, usually, and this 

one has turned out that way, after a rather warm start.  This 

freezing weather can be dangerous.  One just hopes there are no 

fire calls at this time.  We end up with icicles hanging from our 

helmets, and worse, frostbite and frozen fingers. Be sure to dress 

warmly.  I learned by experience that turnout gear is warm, but 

not that warm. 

     Another concern that we should all have is our neighbor, 

especially that senior citizen, who may not have enough heat in 

their home.  Check up on them.   Enjoy the winter.  If you are 

like me, you enjoy it by staying inside and reading a good book! 

 Harlem-Roscoe Fire Chaplain Jim Cole
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December 18, 2004 Hwy 251West Frontage Road North of 173 

 

   
December 26, 2003 Hwy 251 & West Lane 

 

                  
                     December 31, 2003 Rockton Road & White School Road                                                                                January 2, 2004 I-90 mm75    
 

   
January 2, 2004 7404 Elevator Road  

 

   
                                               December 24, 2003 Hwy 251 East Frontage Road by Kohls                                            December 30, 2003 Elevator Road by Hilander

Accidents  Photos by Sheryl Drost & Chief Oscar Presley 
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Mark Your Calendars 
     We know these are a ways off yet, 

but we’re giving you plenty of 

warning so you can rearrange your 

schedules if necessary. The Chief is 

expecting all fire personnel to be in 

attendance on these.   

• February 21
st
 – Harlem-Roscoe 

Fire Trustee’s Appreciation 

Dinner.  All Harlem-Roscoe 

firefighter personnel and their 

significant others are invited to 

this dinner/dance.  Department 

honors and awards will be 

awarded at this dinner.   

• March 20
th

 – Spring Dinner -   

the menu is still being worked out 

for this year’s dinner, but the 

work is beginning.  Work details 

will be announced and all help is 

appreciated.   
 

 

 
 

Editor’s note: There have been 4 snowfalls, well 

really 1 snowfall and 3 dustings, but as long as 

you can track an animal they count.  All I can 

say is I sure hope the next 13 are real snowfalls! 

☺ 

 

Website Update  

 

www.harlemroscoefire.com  
     Chief Presley recently got a report 

from our website administrator and 

here are the total hits to the website so 

far and the numbers are terrific: 
 

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  ––  5577,,337711  

OOccttoobbeerr  ––  113355,,777733  

NNoovveemmbbeerr  ––  9966,,003366  

DDeecceemmbbeerr  ––  6699,,229900  
 

     I am in the process of updating 

some pictures in the personnel area as 

well as the medical area. So, keep 

checking back. As always, please 

forward any corrections, additions, or 

ideas to Sheryl at Firefoto4@aol.com.  

New Baby 
 

 
     Meet Cinder, Amber Drost’s new little 

puppy she received as a Christmas present 

from boyfriend, Tom. I believe they still 

plan on registering her as Cinder Ella … 

If any other fire personnel got a new baby, 

email pictures to firefoto4@aol.com 

 

Code 3 Collectible Trucks 

 

     This is a note to all who have asked 

about the status of the die cast copy of the 

ladder from Code 3.  I have sent pictures 

of units 751, C-52, 762, and 741 to Code 3 

in Woodland Hills, California.  According 

to their website, we will not hear anything 

from Code 3 unless they plan to replicate 

one of our trucks. The 2004 line has 

already been set.   

     Why did I send so many different units?  

Because they are supposedly doing a 

tanker line this year and may start a grass 

rig/minipumper line this year also.  They 

are currently doing ambulances and rescue 

trucks are popular.  Special thanks to the 

duty crew who made this possible. 

 Captain John Presley 
 

Keep the Wreath Red 

Campaign A Success! 
By Deb Rykowski 
     I am quite happy and pleased to 

announce the Harlem-Roscoe Fire 

Department “Keep the Wreath Red” 

Campaign for 2003 was a success. Per 

Chief Presley, we had three light bulbs 

change to white during the month-long fire 

safety campaign, for a small basement fire, 

a ladder that caught fire at a business, and 

a snowmobile fire in a garage.  There were 

no injuries and very little damage in all 

three fires. This indicates that our residents 

and our community is a fire safe 

community!  Thank you to Firefighter Ron 

Klaman for creating and hanging the 

wreaths on all three stations, they looked 

great Ron!  Thank you to the Harlem-

Roscoe Fire Department community for 

practicing fire safety throughout the 

holidays and the entire year!   

Birthdays 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

January  
 

3
rd

            Jimmy Johnson 

5
th

            Matt Bush 

7
th

            Scott Johnson 

17
th

          John Presley ‘40
th

’ 

21
st
          Ray Pytlarz 

28
th

          Chad Radke 

31
st
          Mark Soppe 

 

February 
 

7
th

            Jenny Vail 

10
th

          Neil Roe 

12
th

          Ken O’Dell 

14
th

          Sonny O’Dell ‘80
th

’ 

22
nd

          Jason Myers ‘25
th

’  
 

 

 

            Total Calls 

 

              2002           2003__ 

              1616            1672 

 

 

 

February 8
th

 Breakfast Crew 

Oscar Presley, Ray Pytlarz,  

Jon Pyzynski, Joe Quast,  

Chad Radke, & Neil Roe. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a 

monthly newsletter produced by the 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire Protection 

District.  The paper is written and 

assembled by Photographer Sheryl 

Drost, edited by Chief Oscar 

Presley, and printed by Premier 

Printing in Machesney Park.  The 

newsletter is available at Station 

One - 10544 Main Street in Roscoe 

and on the department’s website 

wwwharlemroscoefire.com after 

the second Sunday of each month. 

Oscar  

Predicts… 
 

17 

Snowfalls 

 

(13 left as of Jan 9) 
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                          Winter Weather Survival Tips! 
                                         By Deb Rykowski 
 

     As the song goes, “Oh, the weather outside is frightful” – 

WOW, is that true!  Winter is the time when most of us would 

prefer to stay at home where it is warm, nestled beside a roaring 

fireplace, sipping a cup of hot cocoa.  Unfortunately, we do have 

to get out and go to work, shopping, etc. and be out in the 

elements and we need to be prepared before an emergency 

occurs.  In this article we will provide some safety tips for you 

and your family to help you get through this “chilly” season of 

the year.  BE PREPARED seems to be the word to the wise!  
 

 

In The Home 
o Check your windows and doors for worn or torn insulation 

and replace if needed to help prevent heat loss. 

o Have your furnace and/or fireplace inspected.  Also, check 

for snow and ice blocking chimneys and exhaust vent pipes.  

And change your furnace filter once a month. 

o Maintain your shovels or snow blowers and keep snow 

blowers properly fueled for that big snowfall. 

o Many people suffer heart attacks from shoveling their 

driveway or sidewalks and over-doing it.  If you must 

shovel, do a little bit at a time, pace yourself and don’t load 

the shovel with a heavy load of snow.   

o Put out ice-melting products on your walkway to melt the 

ice to prevent you or your family from slipping on the icy 

walkway. 

o During winter storms, electrical power lines may become 

frozen and snap, causing a loss of power to 

your home for several hours or even 

days.  Plan ahead to have an 

emergency heat source 

such as a wood burning 

stove, space heater or 

fireplace available to 

provide warmth to 

you and your family.  

Also make sure you 

have the proper fuel on hand for these devices.  Read and 

follow manufacturer’s suggested fuel sources for any of 

these devices. 

o If you use a kerosene heater as an emergency device, always 

refuel the unit outdoors and after the unit has cooled down. 

o Keep kerosene heaters or space heaters at least 3’ away 

from all flammable objects. 

o Avoid the build-up of toxic fumes in your home by 

providing proper ventilation while operating any heating 

devices.   

o Never, ever use a charcoal grill inside of your home for a 

heat source.  These devices were not designed to provide 

indoor heating and will cause a dangerous build-up of 

deadly carbon monoxide in your home. 

o Always have a working fire extinguisher near any heat 

source in case of an emergency. 

o Always make sure that you have an operating smoke 

detector and carbon monoxide detector in your home and 

remember to check them.  

o Never leave any emergency heat sources running 

unattended.  Always be sure that you keep the device clear 

of curious pets or children’s little fingers that might try to 

touch the glowing device. 

o Keep at least one week worth of water on hand.  In the event 

of an ice storm and loss of power, your drinking well will 

not work and you may be without water for drinking, 

washing or flushing. 

o Always know how to turn off the water supply to your home 

in the event of a frozen and/or broken pipe.  Never try to 

unthaw frozen pipes with an open flame device.  Call a 

professional to help you unthaw pipes.   

o Apply insulation to any exposed water pipes; kits for this 

type of protection can be obtained at most home stores. 

o Seal off any unused rooms during a loss of heat for your 

home.  Cover windows with blankets or sheets at night and 

stuff rags or blankets in any cracks under doors. 
 

 

In Your Vehicle 

o Avoid going out on slippery, icy, snow covered roads when 

possible.  When necessary to travel, be extra cautious of the 

road conditions.  Ice can sometimes appear black on the 

roadways and be virtually invisible to you – until your car 

begins sliding on it. 

o Always maintain your vehicle for operation of the heating 

unit, window wipers and window wash fluid, the defrosters 

and maintain proper anti-freeze levels in your vehicle. 

o Refuel your gas tank often.  Try not to let your gas tank fall 

below a half a tank, this helps prevent ice in your fuel 

line and tank, which can leave you stranded.   

o Uncover snow or ice from all 

headlights and tail lights 

before starting to drive your 

vehicle down the roadway. 

o Always scrape all of the 

snow and ice off of your 

windows before beginning 

to move your vehicle. Do 

not attempt to drive with a little 

“peek hole” in your window.  This impairs your visibility of 

other drivers and the roadway. 

o Snow plows and very large vehicles that kick up a “wash” 

of snow, salt and road grime, which can impair your 

visibility.  Give them plenty of room. 

o Always monitor road conditions on your radio and be 

prepared to turn back in the event of a severe winter storm. 

o Keep an emergency kit in your vehicle in the event that you 

do become stranded.  This kit should include a small first 

aid kit; knife; extra clothing; blanket; flashlight with spare 

batteries; a bright piece of cloth to tie on your antenna if you 

get stranded; non-perishable foods such as candy bars or 

high calorie foods like Power Bars; ice scraper; a can and 

waterproof matches to use to melt snow for drinking water; 

a compass; shovel and sand; tow rope and jumper cables. 

o If you become trapped in your vehicle run the engine at 10 

minute intervals for heat, keeping a window cracked open 

slightly to allow for proper ventilation.  Before doing this, 

check to be sure that your exhaust pipe is not blocked by 

snow or road debris before running the engine. 
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Additional Tips 

 

o Wear loose fitting, light weight clothing in several layers.  

Outer garments should be water proof and have a hood 

(remember, half of the body heat is lost through the head). 

o Wear mittens when possible, they are warmer than gloves. 

o Always keep your feet dry, wear wool socks that allow feet 

to breath. 

o Be aware of frostbite symptoms that include:  numbness and 

white or pale skin.  Extremities such as fingers, toes and 

nose are most susceptible.  Slowly warm the affected 

extremity with a blanket, do not rub the skin as this may 

cause further damage and seek medical attention. 

o Hypothermia is a very serious medical 

emergency whose symptoms include:  

slurred speech, drowsiness, 

incoherence, uncontrollable shivering, 

stumbling and memory loss.  

Hypothermia is life-threatening and 

professional medical help should be 

sought immediately.  Try to keep the 

person warm with blankets until 

emergency help arrives. 

o Even though your children will 

love playing out in the snow 

and creating snow people, snow 

forts, throwing snow balls, you as the adult need to be 

cognizant of the winter dangers.  Children will be less aware 

of the feelings of frostbite and will want to continue playing 

out in the cold long after they and their clothes become wet 

from the snow.   

o Don’t forget those little four legged 

creatures we all love and adore.  Even dogs that are 

outdoors all the time need to be protected from the very 

harsh winds and snow.  In severe winter conditions, bring 

your pet inside or in a protected garage, where they will be 

sheltered from the harsh winds and snow and/or ice.   

o Be sure that your pet always has a fresh food source that is 

not frozen or may have a pile of snow over it. 

o Pet water bowls will become frozen during the winter; this 

can be dangerous to pets that require fresh water.  There are 

water bowl warmers that are available from your local pet 

store or you can maintain fresh water for them in a garage or 

protected area. 

 

While we can not possibly be 

prepared for every winter emergency, 

hopefully you will find these tips 

helpful to you.  Winter can be 

a beautiful time of year, with 

the snow falling lightly and 

crunching under your feet as 

you walk.  It can be a 

wonderful time for children 

to play outside and make 

snow angels, let’s hope this 

year is a safe one!    

Firefighting Tips 

       

  
          

     Firefighting has many cold weather hazards, along with those 

hazards in every day firefighting.  Proper maintenance of your 

gear and firefighting equipment is essential for the safety of you 

and others. Weather can make things break, not work as 

designed, and that of course only happens when you really need 

it.  So be prepared: 

o Dress warm –layers are best. Keep an extra pair of dry 

gloves in your turnout gear.  See Tom Aaker for a second 

pair if you need one.  

o Drive cautiously responding to or from emergency calls.   

Be aware of the road conditions and hazards and drive 

appropriately. You will do no one any good if you do not 

make it to the emergency call or are involved in an accident 

on the way.   

o If you park your vehicle outside put a rubber floor mat or a 

piece of cardboard on your windshield.  It can quickly be 

removed and you don’t have to take time to scrape. 

o Be sure to check all equipment on fire vehicles regularly 

making sure that all fluids are properly maintained and in 

good working condition.   

o All department units are to have the ice, snow, and sand 

washed off them after each run. 

o Walk carefully, water or leaking devices from car accidents 

or on the fire ground will become frozen and slippery. Use 

the ice melt that is kept on the fire trucks on emergency 

scenes. 

o In freezing temperatures keep the trucks outside for only as 

long as absolutely necessary.  Keep the water circulating 

whether it is circulating the water on the truck or keeping 

the fire hose nozzle open a little.  

o Remember to rotate personnel 

frequently.  Wearing a full set of 

gear that is soaking wet and 

frozen, breathing in freezing cold 

air and walking around on 

hazardous icy ground can be 

very demanding on the body.  Rotating personnel and 

allowing them to warm up and dry off is very important.   

o For extended operations in extreme weather, cover truck 

pump panels or extrication equipment with a tarp or 

covering to protect from freezing as much as possible. Try 

to provide some type of shelter for water supply teams.  

Usually they will be out away from the heat of the fire and 

more exposed to water and the elements. 

o Always try to maintain a “safety” hose line in the event that 

your main attack line freezes and cracks or couplings break 

apart, thus endangering your crew. 
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Station Funnies 

 

 
 

Ken, it was bound to happen when you 

do the chicken dance so much. 
 

 

 
Bringing in the New Year? 

 

 

 
Retirement doesn’t look all that 

bad for Ken & Bill now does it? 

Station Gossip  by Sheryl Drost 
 

• Glad to hear Joe Quast’s wife, Jane, is on the mend.  Jane went out their long 

driveway to get the mail that last little snow/ice we got in December and she 

fell on the ice.  Now not only did she have a broken ankle and in major pain, 

but no way to call for help.  Luckily a neighbor came by and saw her and got 

her help. She was transported to the hospital by ambulance and then had to 

stay and have surgery on it.  Joe says he has been the perfect nurse.  He 

carries her up the stairs at night and back down in the morning.  He pushes 

her in a wheel chair out to feed the horses and the other animals on the farm.  

But he says it’s a little embarrassing pushing her around in the fire engine 

kiddy carts at the grocery store. ☺  

• Hey Jenny, if the radio room is called the fish tank….what kind of fish is 

each of the dispatchers.   Anyone got any ideas? 

• We have a new Dispatcher.  His name is Jerry Lund and he was a former 

Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter.  Jerry used to have a long beard and received the 

name of Billy goat.  Now that the beard is gone, the Chief says we need to 

find a new nickname. 

•  It came time to sign the firefighter’s yearly checks and Trustee Treasurer 

Bart Munger was missing.  Well, a big thank you to Trustee Jim Burdick 

who saved the day and came in and signed all the checks. And I mean signed 

all the checks!  He said it sure would have been nice if he had a stamp like 

Bart does.  The firefighters and their spouses all thank you Jim. 

• Getting some good help with the newsletter - Deb Rykowski is now helping 

with fire prevention articles and Captain Presley came through for the 

training page. And new this month is the Chaplains Corner.  Chaplain Cole 

has agreed to write an article each month.   

• Jim Daughenbaugh cut his finger on some glass the other day and Jenny Vail 

came to the rescue with a band aid.  Jim had his choice, Barbie or Antz band 

aids……Guess which Jim picked? 

• Trustee Jim Burdick and his wife were sitting in their kitchen one morning 

around 5 a.m. sipping coffee and a squad car pulled in their driveway.  Well 

the Officer got out and using his flashlight looked around the house and 

eventually shined the light on Jim and his wife.  The Officer knocked on the 

door then and Jim answered it.  The Officer first asked if Jim lived there.  

Then the Officer told Jim that the ADT alarm company had called in a break 

in.  Well, the problem was is ADT is not Jim’s alarm company and after 

putting a call in to his own, they had no alarm showing.  So they called ADT 

and somehow the previous owners had ADT and lines must have crossed and 

called ADT for Jim’s address.  

• The photographer rescued Lt. Bruce Jurgens the other night during an 

accident call.  It seems Bruce had come across the accident on his way to the 

station and stopped and after he shut his door with the car running the doors 

locked.  So, she gave him a ride to his home to pick up a spare set of keys.   

• Lt. Bill Sabin’s wife, Joan, recently lost her purse.  Bill was in a panic; he 

looked high and low, chased here and there, and checked everywhere – no 

purse.  So, they cancelled all her cards and checks and ordered new ones.  

After all that, she picked up her coat and there was her pocket book, tucked 

into the sleeve. Bill said the only good thing is now she can’t do any more 

shopping until the new checks and credit card arrives…. 
 

       Three friends from the local congregation were asked "When you're in 

your casket, and friends and congregation members are mourning over you, 

what would you like them to say?" Artie said: "I would like them to say I was 

a wonderful husband, a fine spiritual leader, and a great family man." Sam 

commented: "I would like them to say I was a wonderful teacher and servant 

of God who made a huge difference in people's lives." Don said: "I'd like them 

to say, "Look, he's moving!" 
 

     Smith climbs to the top of Mt. Sinai to get close enough to talk to God. 

Looking up, he asks the Lord. . . "God, what does a million years mean to 

you?" The Lord replies, "A minute." Smith asks, "And what does a million 

dollars mean to! you?" The Lord replies, "A penny." Smith asks," Can I have 

a penny?" The Lord replies, "In a minute". 


