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Captain Presley watches as Mike Pierson, Marty Green, Ramona Baldoni, & Aaron Miller (on top with Cutters) work to remove the roof of the Honda.   

 

 

 

          

            

 

 

 

 

 

          

EExxttrriiccaattiioonn  NNeeeeddeedd!!          
          

     The first Harlem-Roscoe Fire unit to arrive on an emergency scene 

will give a scene report.   This month, the words, “Extrication needed” 

were heard too frequently.  Extrication needed, tells the dispatcher 

and firefighters that there are victims trapped in one or more of the 

vehicles and that extrication tools are needed.  Extrication was needed 

at this accident on Rockton Road as well as 4 others this month. 

                                                                 …See pages 2 & 3 for more on these accidents. 
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••  TTrraaiinniinngg  BBuurrnn…………..……..………………..……..pp..  77  

••  CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss…………..……............  ....……....pp..1111  

••  SSttaattiioonn  GGoossssiipp………………..…………....…………pp..1122  
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Accidents – “Extrication Needed”     
 

July 5
th

 Accident   Photos by Chief Presley 

     Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters responded to a report of an 

accident on Rockton Road near Pleasant Valley Rd.  The first in 

officer reported a two vehicle accident with two victims,   

“Extrication needed”, and to get a helicopter coming.  It seems a 

Jeep was turning around in the road when a Honda Minivan 

crashed in to it.  The Jeep remained on the road, but the Honda 

flipped on its side down a steep ditch trapping the driver.  It took 

several minutes to extricate the driver of the Honda and then she 

was air lifted to the hospital by Flight For Life Helicopter. The 

driver of the Jeep who was also a H-R firefighter, and was not 

responding to a call when the accident happened, was 

transported to the hospital by ambulance. 

   

 
Firefighters Marty Green, Aaron Miller, & Paramedic John Morgan finish 

extricating the driver as Lt. Bob Hamilton and firefighters Mike Pierson and 

Ramona Baldoni prepare  to help with the backboard. 
 

 
The driver of the Honda is loaded into the Flight for Life Helicopter. 

 

 
The Jeep remained on the road after the crash. 

July 5
th

  – 2
nd

 Accident Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

    Around 9pm Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters responded to a 

second accident for the day. Again those words were heard, 

“Extrication needed”. It seems a Chevrolet Blazer that was 

heading northbound on Hwy 251 at the Elevator Road 

intersection, collided with a Ford Taurus that was turning East 

onto Elevator Road from the southbound lanes of Hwy 251.  The 

driver of the Blazer was extricated and then she, her passenger, 

and the driver of the Taurus were transported to the hospital by 3 

of Harlem-Roscoe’s Ambulances.   

 

 
Marty Green and Captain Mike Drost help while Jim Daughenbaugh uses the 

Jaws of Life to open the door on the Blazer. 
 

 
Ramona Baldoni readies the cot as Aaron Miller, Marty Green, Tom Lake, & 

Amber Drost prepare the driver of the Taurus for transport. 

 

 
Jim Daughenbaugh and Ramona Baldoni get vehicle information. 
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July 2
nd

  Accident  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

     Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to a 3-vehicle accident on 

Hwy 173 and Belvidere Road with report of a garbage truck 

involved.  Rescue trucks and ambulances were dispatched to the 

scene and the React Helicopter was put in the air.  First in 

units  reported there were 5 patients with, “Extrication needed”.  

It seems the driver and a passenger in a Mini Cooper were 

heading north on Belvidere Road and pulled out in front of a 

westbound Dodge Ranger with a driver and a passenger.  The 

Ranger broadsided the Cooper and both vehicles then crashed 

into a Waste Management truck sitting at the stop sign on 

Belvidere Road.  The passenger in the Mini Cooper had to be 

extricated and was then transported to the hospital by React 

Helicopter.  The driver of the Mini Cooper as well as both 

victims from the Ranger were transported to the hospital by 

Harlem-Roscoe Ambulances.  The driver of the Waste 

Management truck refused treatment.  

 

 
The Mini Cooper was crushed between two trucks with two victims trapped 

inside. The pickup was pushed back away so rescuers could extricate the victims 

in the Mini Cooper. 
 

 
After the pickup was pushed back, Captain Kirk Wilson went to work with the 

Jaws of Life to extricate the passenger of the Mini Cooper. 
 

 
Paramedic John Presley backs out of the way as Captain Wilson and Mike 

Huffman take  the roof off the Mini Cooper.. 

 

 
Firefighters, Paramedics, and the React Helicopter Crew carry the passenger of 

the Mini Cooper to the awaiting helicopter. 
 

 

The Mini Cooper is one of the new cars that have multiple air bag. If you look 

closely in the picture above, you may see most of them deployed in this accident.  

These multiple air bags may have saved the two women’s lives, or at the least 

lightened their injuries. 

 

Air Bag Safety 
 

 By Mike Huffman - Extrication Team Captain 

 

     This accident could have been more serious if the patients 

were not seat-belted in or if there were no air bags in the vehicle.  

10 years ago there probably would have been 1 or 2 bags in that 

vehicle.  This was a 2004 Mini Cooper and it has 6 air bags !!!  

 

1.Steering column             4.Outside passenger seat 

2.Dash area                        5.Along the drivers side roof rail 

3.Outside drivers seat        6.Along the passenger side roof rail    
 

     Another safety feature in this type of vehicle is that it has 

ROPS - rollover protection sensors.  In case of a rollover these 

bags on top would deploy. In this accident, only 5 bags 

deployed.  Remember since there was frontal and passenger side 

damage, the outside driver’s seat airbag did not deploy. This 

type of vehicle probably has more than 1 or 2 sensors in the 

vehicle.  If during extrication a sensor is hit, smashed, or sensor 

wires cut with hydraulic tools, recips, or air chisels, an 

undeployed air bag could go off causing the firefighter serious 

harm.  Here are a few tips to remember when extricating: 

Always use the 5-10-20 rule for air bags, place vehicle in park, 

remove keys, cut battery -neg side, stabilize like a rock, strip & 

peak-remove plastic behind all posts,  have proper tool 

placement, try to stay away from sensor locations, and never 

never cut any thick orange wires!!!! 
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June 23
rd

 Accident  Photo by Sheryl Drost 
     Harlem-Roscoe Fire units arrived on scene at Rockton Road 

and reported a one car accident, one patient, and, “Extrication 

needed”.  It seems a driver of a small car left the roadway, 

sideswiped one tree, and took out two trees before coming to a 

stop.  The driver was extricated from the vehicle and transported 

to the hospital by ambulance. 
 

 
Firefighter Ryan Alms uses the Jaws of Life, to open the door as Paramedic 

Keith Lincoln keeps in contact with the driver. 
 

     
After sideswiping a large tree, the car ran over the tree on the left, then took out 

the tree on the right before coming to a stop in the field. 

 

More Accidents  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fuel Spill  Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

 

June 30, a passing motorist 

called in that a container filled 

with oil had dropped off a truck 

and spilled onto Willowbrook 

Road just south of McCurry 

Rd.. This created a slick hazard 

for motorists. 761 minipumper 

was dispatched and Lt. Don 

Shoevlin (left)  poured oil dry 

on the approximate 5 gallon 

spill.  The SERT team was then 

called in.   

 

Wood Pile Burn   

 

 
 

 

Above, Paul Stanphill and 

Ramona Baldoni stand by 

with a charged hoseline as 

Lt. Don Shoevlin and Marty 

Green light the pile of wood.  

The piles of wood were 

along the bike path off 

Elevator Road.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
     06/10/04 Hwy 251 & Forest Hills                                                       06/21/04 Dorr Road & Rockton Road                              05/31/04 White School & Manchester Rd.
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“In a mere 30-mph collision, an 

unrestrained pet can rocket 

through the vehicle, causing 

injury to passengers in front of 

him, and possibly to himself!” 

Dog Causes Accident 
     June 20, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters responded to a rollover 

accident on Hwy 251 just north of McDonald Road to find that 

the driver was one of their own firefighters.  It seems 21-year-

old H-R Firefighter April Cooper was out for a drive, heading 

North on Hwy 251 when her brother's little dog tried to jump out 

her car window.  As she reached for the dog, she veered off the 

shoulder and lost control, rolling twice before the car stopped 

upside down.  Luckily for the dog, April was able to hang on to 

him and he wasn't thrown around.     

     April said she released herself from her 

seatbelt and was able to crawl halfway out 

of the car when help arrived. April was 

transported to the hospital, treated, and 

released with minor injuries. The dog was 

checked by a vet at the scene (a vet actually 

witnessed the accident and stopped to help) 

and seems to be ok.  "I will never drive with an unrestrained 

animal again in my car"  April commented the next day at the 

fire station. 

 

 

     A local vet that witnessed the accident takes care of the dog as Paramedics 

check on April. The Vet said as soon as the car stopped rolling the dog shot out 

of the car running. He was able to catch him though and bring him back.   
  

 
Ramona Baldoni, Paramedic Keith Lincoln, and Mike Pierson move April to a 

backboard. 

 

Riding in Cars with Pets 
 

Bare bones safety facts about animals in automobiles 
 

By: Nina Gregory/autoMedia.com 

 

Buckle Up!  
 

     First, safety while traveling: you take care to make sure you and your 

human passengers are safely buckled in, so why not your pets? Your pet 

relies on you for protection. If you hit a bump, swerve unexpectedly, get 

rear-ended, or worse, an unrestrained pet can injure not only himself, 

but also others. In a mere 30-mph collision, an 

unrestrained pet can rocket through the vehicle, 

causing injury to passengers in front of him, and 

possibly to himself. The larger the dog, the 

stronger the impact, and the less likely the chance 

the dog will emerge unscathed. Even small "lap 

dogs" that may like to sit on the driver's lap or 

cuddle up on the floor present dangers: the dog 

may come between the driver and the air bag, he 

may hurt the driver with the force from the impact, or the dog may 

simply panic and bite someone in the car.  

     Just like humans, pets can get scared in an accident and may display 

unpredictable behavior. A frightened dog can become very aggressive 

and could hinder rescue efforts if needed. While some pets may be very 

well behaved in the car, others may jump around or distract the driver. 

It is possible to train a dog to behave in the car, but if his head is out the 

window and you stop short, all the training in the world won't save him. 

The best solution to this dilemma is to provide your pet with a special 

harness, a carrying kennel, or have them behind a pet guard. 

 

Travel Smart  
 

     For smaller pets, a kennel is probably the best option, as they have 

room to move around and are in a safe place. The kennel must be large 

enough for your pet to sit comfortably. If you got it when you’re pet 

was a newborn, it might not be as comfortable two years down the road. 

Also, make sure the kennel isn't in a place where it can’t go flying 

through the air and crash into the back of the seat in front of it or 

potentially hurt someone else in the car. Strapping the kennel down, 

placing it in the back of the vehicle in a truck or a hatchback, or 

wedging it between the front and back seats on the floor will ensure 

everyone's safety. A kennel can be just as dangerous as a loose pet (or 

passenger) in an accident, so make sure to find a safe space in the 

vehicle to store your traveling companion's carrying case.  

     A protective kennel is a must for truck owners—while your dog may 

seemingly love the fresh air in the back, it is quite dangerous for him to 

ride there (as is for a human, too—and illegal in many states). From 

stopping short to debris that may fly up off the road and get in his eyes, 

pets can get hurt very easily in the back of a truck. It is also important to 

note that simply putting a leash or tying the dog down with a rope is 

also a potential safety hazard as these restraints may become a noose if 

pulled or yanked suddenly. Additionally, unrestrained pets in the bed of 

a truck may become nervous or upset in an accident and can jump out 

and run into traffic, further endangering his own life as well as lives of 

others. 

 

Use Restraints  
 

     Restraints or harnesses are appropriate for medium to large-sized 

pets, and there are small restraints that can be used with seatbelts for 

smaller pets. In fact, your pet will probably feel more comfortable and 

secure with a harness. Modern pet seatbelts are designed for both 

comfort and safety and there are a handful of models that are widely 

available. With proper fit and correct use, a seatbelt may save not only 

your pet's life, but your own. 

 



The Firehouse Scene – July 2004 

6 

 

 

By Captain John Presley – Training Officer 
 

     Well, recruit class begins on August 22nd at noon; we have received 

several applications and are looking forward to a new experience this 

year with the addition of the training tower and the props.  

      The installation of the props should be completed by mid July. The 

operators and maintenance class will be conducted as soon as all props 

are tested and in working order. We will only send a limited amount of 

people to the first operator’s class due to class size limitations. 

Everyone else will be trained at a later time. We will be holding an open 

house at the facility after completion. 

     The Firefighter II class is complete and the results are in and overall 

were very successful.  The recruit class starting in August will also be 

taking the same classes. Anyone who needs to complete practicals or 

module tests, please attend the necessary classes for review. Schedules 

will be posted.  

* Reminder: If you have started FFII, you have two years to complete or 

you start over from the beginning.   

 

Tuesday Night Drill Training Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     June 29th training sent the firefighters to a house on Queen 

Oaks Drive for ventilation and overhaul practice.  The house is 

to be demolished and the owner allowed the department to 

conduct a training there before it is torn down.  Firefighters 

practiced venting the roof with axes and saws.  Inside 

firefighters reviewed overhauling by pulling ceilings and walls. 
 

 
Firefighter Troy Vail uses an axe to make a ventilation hole. 

 

 
Firefighter Tom Lake uses a roof saw to make a ventilation hole. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

     June 22nd training was on 

Technical Rescue tools and was 

taught by members of the Stateline 

Technical Rescue Team.   

 

 
Left, Team member Greg Snow demonstrates 

the jacks used in trench rescue to L-r Ron 

Klaman, Captain Kirk Wilson, Jeff Morris, 

and Brad Delmore. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team member and H-R firefighter Aaron Miller (far right) demonstrates some 

rope rescue equipment to L-r Lt. Tom Medine, Tim Bergeron, Nick Jackson, and 

Lt. Don Shoevlin. 
 

Stay Safe! 
 

 

By Captain Kirk Wilson- Safety Officer 
 

     Over the past several weeks, we have had some pretty exciting 

training drills.  I would like to commend the Training Division and 

personnel who took part in putting together our training exercises.  

     In late May, we conducted several exercises with search and rescue.  

The house on Main Street was utilized on several occasions.  Personnel 

were very excited that we used the house for training.  Most of our 

training is repetitive, but if we don’t continue to repeat our exercises, 

we lose our skills.  Several of you learned some valuable techniques 

during our exercises on ventilation.  I know, I was on the roof with you.  

Example: stepping off the roof ladder and using an axe as a foot hold or 

remembering to remove the ceiling below after we make our ventilation 

cuts. This is why we train.  We must continue to make our department a 

“well oiled machine.”   

     I can’t stress the importance of training. Training equals success!  

We must train as if we were on an actual incident. This is helpful 

because our actions will become second nature.  While on an actual 

incident, we shouldn’t have to instruct you how to open a door or 

ventilate a roof peak.  This should be second nature to all of us.  That’s 

why we must train and train seriously. 

     “Horse Play” comes into the picture when we train.  I understand 

that everyone wants to have a ‘good time’ during training, but we must 

take responsibility for our actions. Horse play will be closely monitored 

while at the station, on the fire ground, and during training exercises.  

Please, for the sake of all personnel, both physically and financially, 

stop the horse play.  You, as firefighters, can’t do the community any 

good if you’re laid up with an injury.  We must all act as professionals 

while representing our department.  “Keep up the good work and stay 

safe!”   
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The firefighters from the FFII Class as well as firefighters from Northwest Fire 

take turns doing evolutions in the house. 
 

 
Dan Borchardt, Brad Delmore, and Troy Vail standby with a charged hose as 

the fire builds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Klaman keeps an eye on the fire from the front sector. 

 

 

Ron Swain and Matt Lane (on nozzle) keep a water curtain between the burning 

building and the Whiffletree. 
 

 
Jeff Morris checks on the water level in the folding tanks used as water supply.  

The department’s two 3000 gallon Tankers were used to shuttle water to the 

tanks. 
 

Training Burn  
Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

    June 13, the final Practical 

for the Firefighter II Class 

was a burn.  A house on Main 

Street next to the Whiffletree 

was used for several weeks of 

intense training before the 

burn.  The day of the burn, 

real fires were set, then the 

FFII class and a crew of 

Northwest Firefighters 

performed several evolutions 

before the house was left to 

burn.  Then the firefighters 

practiced hose skills 

protecting nearby buildings 

and trees. 
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Happy Birthday 
 

 
Happy 21

st
 Birthday 

Dan ‘Cowboy’ Borchardt 

July 19
th

  
 

 

 
 

Chaplains Corner 
By Chaplain Jim Cole 

 

The United Methodist 

Church is the appointive 

system, which means that 

the Bishop appoints the pastors to the 

parishes they are to serve.  So, this means 

that, as a retired pastor, the Bishop no 

longer tells me where to go. (However, I 

do not tell the Bishop where to go either.) 

     As a retiree, I no longer “do” 

weddings.  I do not have a church 

building in which to do them.  However, 

I will do weddings for friends and fire 

fighters, for which I do not charge for my 

services.  This past June 26, I had the 

wedding of a friend from a parish I 

served, and he is also a police 

officer/firefighter in Yosemite National 

Park. Since I will not take pay, this 

groom gave me t-shirt which is a 

“Yosemite Fire” shirt.  I will wear it to 

the station some day so you can see it. 

     A funny thing happened at this 

wedding.  This man had two best men, 

since he had two friends and did not want 

to choose one over the other.  At the 

point where I said, “May I have the rings 

please,” one of the best men handing me 

the ring as the other pulled out a pair of 

handcuffs!  The congregation broke up, 

including me.  Good thing I am not a 

stuffed shirt.  We all enjoyed the humor, I 

think even the bride. 

New Rescue Truck 

The beginning 
 

 
L-r Mike Huffman, Lt. Jay Alms, Captain John 

Presley, Captain Kirk Wilson, and Chad Radke go 

over plans for a new rescue squad.  Chief Presley 

has the guys researching and designing the new 

rescue squad.   
 

 

Captain John Presley and Mike Huffman add a 

couple details to the wish list. 

 

My Turn 

 

 
These two little guys had a ball when firefighter 

Jerry McCormick let them spray some water at 

the house burn! 

 

4
th

 of July Parade  
 

There were only 5 firefighters that helped 

with the 4th of July parade in Shirland.  Joe 

Quast, Mike Huffman, & Lt. Bob Hamilton 

were the color guard and Dave Doyle and 

Aaron Miller drove 701.  No float  

Birthdays 
 

July 

 

1st           John Bergeron 

7th           Mike Drost 

               Virgil Johnson 

8th            Bob Schoonover ‘70
th

’ 

10th          Jeff Brandenburg 

16th          John Morgan 

19th          Dan Borchardt ‘21
st
’ 

                Chuck Severson 

21st          Tim Bergeron  

24th          Steve Pomahac 

26th          Andrew Miller 

27th          Doug Wolfe 
 

August 

 

7th            Tom Lake 

8th             Kirk Wilson 

                 Nikia Alexander  ‘30
th

’ 

9th             Jeff Morris ‘30
th

’ 

10th           Chaplain John Heins 

14th            Tim Schrader 

21st            Bruce Jurgens 

22nd           Brad Knipp 

25th            Dona Zopp 

27th            Mike Sherbon 

28th            Keith Lincoln 

 

 

        Total Calls 

 

                           June   2004 
 

        Medicals -     83     508       

        Accidents -    21       80      

        Fires -            12       72      

        Misc. -            24     126      

      Total              140    786  

 

 

August Breakfast Crew 

Matt Bush, Jim Daughenbaugh,  

John Donovan, Amber Drost,  

Mike Drost, & Jill Evans 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a 

monthly newsletter produced by the 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire Protection 

District.  The paper is written and 

assembled by Photographer Sheryl 

Drost, final edit by Chief Oscar 

Presley, and printed by Premier 

Printing in Machesney Park.  The 

newsletter is available at Station 

One - 10544 Main Street in Roscoe 

and on the department’s website 

wwwharlemroscoefire.com after 

the second Sunday of each month. 
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Burn Tower Update 

 

     The construction is 

finished and the 

installation of the 

pyrotechnics and 

utilities are in high 

gear.  It was also time 

to clean. One training 

night in June was 

spent cleaning the 

burn tower.    
Left, Jim Daughenbaugh 

and Joe Quast sweep out 

one of the burn rooms.   

 

 
The props finally arrive. An end loader had to be used to life some of the heavier 

props off the flat bed, such as the car. 

 
Mo & Marty from FTS and Lt. Don Shoevlin help weight down one of the props 

as Mike Huffman uses the department’s forklift to unload it. 
 

 
The car prop is now set on it concrete pad and they are hooking up the 

pyrotechnics to it. 

ATV Accident 
 

     July 7, Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to an ATV accident.  

The original call came in for an address on Hwy 251.  When 

units arrived they were directed back along the high wire lines 

and ended up at the end of Zinnia Dr.  It seems the victim had 

hit a rock and crashed his ATV.  The man was transported to 

the hospital by ambulance. 

 

 
The ATV hit a rock and went into the trees. 

 

 
The victim was found in a field at the end of Zinnia Dr. 

 

4-Wheeler to the Rescue? 

 

 

Left, Mike Powell 

checks out a 

Kubota ATV that 

Chief Presley had 

brought in for the 

firefighters to look 

over. The 

department is 

getting more and 

more calls on the 

bike paths and 

back into areas 

where an ATV 

would get 

emergency 

responders to the 

scene quicker. 
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     Congratulations to the new Mr. & Mrs. Steve Pomahac.  

(A.K.A. Saint Steve & Sheriff Kathy) Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter Steve 

Pomahac and his bride Kathy exchanged vows on May 29th at St. 

Peters Church. The reception followed at the American Legion 

in Rockton. The new couple then took off for a romantic island 

honeymoon in Cozumel. 
 
 

 

WWhheerree  iinn  tthhee  WWoorrlldd  ……    

……aarree  tthhee  rreeaaddeerrss  ooff  TThhee  FFiirreehhoouussee  NNeewwss????  
 

Hi all,       

Here we are, 

Mike’s parents, 

Buddy and 

Audrey Powell, 

and our youngest, 

on- year-old 

Molly. 

     We live in 

Lake Havasu Az 

and are here for 

the summer to 

spend time with 

Mike, his brother 

Mark, and of course the grandchildren Audrey and Shannon.   

     We want to tell you how much we are enjoying your online 

monthly newsletter. The pictures are so much sharper to look at 

and the color is just great. It's easy to read and as always very 

informative and interesting.  We just want to let you know that 

your efforts are very much appreciated. 
 

    We want to hear from more of you readers out there – whether 

someone sends you a copy or you read it on the website, we want to 

know who and where you are.  Take a picture and write a hello or just 

send an email telling us who you are and where you live and if you have 

any family on HRFD.   Email to firefoto4@aol.com or send to HRFD % 

Newsletter PO Box 45O, Roscoe, IL 61073.  
 

 It’s a               
 

 

 

     Congratulations to firefighter Chris Scott and his wife Gina 

on the birth of their daughter - Paige Christine.  Paige was 

born on June 21.  She measured in at 5lbs. 1oz. and 17 ¾” 

long.  She joins big brother Ty, who is having fun with his 

new little sister.  Paige decided to come a little early, but she is 

home, healthy, and doing very well. 
 

************************************************** 
 

 

     Congratulations to firefighter Brad Knipp and his wife 

Vanessa on the birth of their third child, daughter Delaney. 

She was born June 22.  She measured in at 7lbs. and 19” long.  

She joins big brother Tyler - age 2, and Emily - age 4.  Brad 

said Emily helps feed the baby, but Tyler worries a lot about 

the baby – like where she is or why she is crying.  Brad said 

it’s hard getting used to no sleep again, but everything else is 

great.  

WW  

EE  
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DD  

II  

NN  
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Off Probation 
 
 

 
     June 13, Trustee Jerry Ocker swears in firefighters Greg 

Zintak, Ron Swain, and Shannon Burbach. The three have 

successfully passed their 6-month probationary period as new 

firefighters. 
 

 

The Puppets Have Arrived 
 

     The new puppets that will be used to promote Fire Prevention 

have arrived. Last month the Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter’s 

Association approved to buy several puppets in a Fire Prevention 

kit.   Mickey Rykowski is making an adjustable stage and 

curtain for the puppets and then they can start putting on some 

shows.  Debbie & Mickey Rykowski & Tracy Krause will be 

promoting the puppet show soon and I am sure they will be 

recruiting future firefighter puppeteers. 

 

    
Debbie Rykowski, Mickey Rykowski, and Chief Presley check out the puppets 

and practice a little bit with them. 

 

Is It a Stroke? 

 

     Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify.  

Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. The stroke 

victim may suffer brain damage when people nearby fail to 

recognize the symptoms of a stroke. Now doctors say any 

bystander can recognize a stroke asking three simple questions: 
 

* ask the individual to smile. 

* ask him or her to raise both arms. 

* ask the person to read out loud a simple sentence. 

 

     If he or she has trouble with any of these tasks, call 9-1-1 

immediately and describe the symptoms to the dispatcher. After 

discovering that a group of non-medical volunteers could 

identify facial weakness, arm weakness, and speech problems, 

researchers urged the general public to learn the three questions. 

They presented their conclusions at the American Stroke 

Association’s annual meeting last February. “Widespread use of 

this test could result in prompt diagnosis and treatment of the 

stroke and prevent brain damage." 

Annual Conference  
 

June 24-26 Harlem-Roscoe Fire sent a group to the Annual 

Illinois Association of Fire Protection District Conference in 

Springfield, Illinois.   

 
     L-r Captain Tim Schrader, Lt. Bruce Jurgens, Lt. Vern Sarver, Trustee 

Jerry Ocker, Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell, and Chief Presley all pose in front 

of one side of the Firefighters Memorial in Springfield.   

 
L-r Lt. Vern Sarver and his wife Diane, Lt. Bruce Jurgens and his wife Karen, 

and Captain Tim Schrader and his wife Kim pose in front of a different side of 

the memorial. 
 

 
Harlem-Roscoe has a brick at the memorial. 
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Station Funnies 
 

 

 

Who’s in Training? 
 

 

 

Guess Who? 
 

 

 
It seems Marty is always backing 

himself into a corner! 

 

 

Station Gossip  by Sheryl Drost 

 

• While the Chiefs were all out of town, the Captains took 

turn as Duty Officer.  Well, the morning after Captain 

Presley had the suburban, a bag of Twinkies was found in 

the back seat.  Now John swears they were for his 

nephew’s birthday party.....   

• The ambulance was on the way to the hospital and 

radioed back that one of the suburbans and firefighter 

Chris Scott’s truck needed to be picked up at the scene.  

Captain Drost went to pick up the vehicles and was 

wondering if the keys would be in them.  Well as he 

walked up to Chris’s truck, the keys were inside alright – 

the truck was still running! 

• Shannon, Shannon, Shannon . . . ask Kirk where he leaves 

his! 

• Remember: You don't stop laughing because you grow 

old. 
 

Problem Solved  

     Never let it be said that ground crews and engineers lack a 

sense of humor. Here are some actual logged maintenance 

complaints and problems as submitted by Qantas pilots and 

the solution recorded by maintenance engineers. By the way, 

Qantas is the only major airline that has never had an accident. 

  

(P = The problem logged by the pilot.) 

(S = The solution and action taken by the engineers.)  
 

P: Left inside main tire almost needs replacement.  

S: Almost replaced left inside main tire. 
 

P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough. 

S: Auto-land not installed on this aircraft. 
 

P: Something loose in cockpit 

S: Something tightened in cockpit.  
 

P: Dead bugs on windshield. 

S: Live bugs on back-order. 
 

P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200 feet per 

minute descent.  

S: Cannot reproduce problem on ground. 
 

P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear. 

S: Evidence removed. 

 

P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 

S: That's what they're there for. 

 

P: IFF inoperative.  

S: IFF always inoperative in OFF mode. 
 

P: Suspected crack in windshield.  

S: Suspect you're right.  
 

P: Number 3 engine missing. 

S: Engine found on right wing after brief search.  
 

 P: Aircraft handles funny 

.S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right, and be serious.  
 

P: Noise coming from under instrument panel. Sounds like a 

midget pounding on something with a hammer.  

S: Took hammer away from midget 


