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Smoke billowed out the back door after firefighters entered. 

BBaasseemmeenntt  FFiirree    PPhhoottooss  bbyy  SShheerryyll  DDrroosstt  
          

   February 26, Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to Baldwin
Drive to a report of a basement fire.  The home was full of 
smoke as first in trucks arrived.  A mom, two kids, and 
two dogs were safely outside, but sadly one of the family 
dogs didn’t make it out.                        …see more pictures page 2. 

Left, Dan Zintak and Jim Daughenbaugh head into the house as Captain Mike Drost takes 

rear sector command. 
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Fatal Basement Fire  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     February 26 smoke was coming from the basement and 
filling the house with smoke.  9-1-1 was called and the mom, 
two kids, and two of the family dogs got safely out of the home.   
     The home was filled with smoke when first in Harlem-
Roscoe Fire units arrived and billowed out the doors as the 
firefighters entered.  Firefighters crawled through thick smoke to 
find the fire in a laundry area in the basement.  The fire was 
extinguished, but the search continued for a family dog. A 
guinea pig was rescued by firefighters, but sadly one of the 
family dogs, an 8-yr-old female german shepard that was in the 
basement didn’t make it out alive.   
     After the fire was extinguished, a positive pressure fan was 
set up to rid the home of the heavy smoke load.  So, even after 
the fire was out, smoke billowed from the home.  “The fire 
started in the basement laundry room, but the cause is 
undetermined at this time with damage estimated around 
$80,000” reports the department’s fire investigator, Captain 
Mike Drost. 

 

     
Left Captain Mike Drost feeds hose to the firefighters entering from the back 

door as smoke billows out above. Right, Captain Tim Schrader feeds hose to the 

firefighters entering from the front door where the smoke was already to the 

floor.  
 

 
The fire was out, but it took a little bit to clear all the smoke from the house as 

Lt. Jay Alms watches from the rear of the home. 

 

 
Jim Daughenbaugh opens up an area to check for fire extension as Dan Zintak 

readies a water extinguisher. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prevent Basement Fires! 

 

1. An excessive amount of combustible materials will fuel a 
fire. Keep the amount of storage down to a minimum by 
spring cleaning once a year or having garage sales. 
Ensure that there is always a clear path towards an exit.  

2. Flammable liquids give off vapors, which are heavier 
than air. There are sources of ignition in your basement 
such as the pilot light on the furnace or hot water heater. 
If possible, store flammable liquids outside. 

3. Some organic oils, turpentine and linseed oil are subject 
to spontaneous combustion. This is caused by the gradual 
development of heat due to a chemical change within the 
material. It continues to generate heat until the ignition 
temperature is reached. This heat generated must be 
dissipated or the material will burst into flame. Do not 
store used rags in piles or in closed containers. 

4. Lawn mowers, snow blowers and propane cylinders 
should never be stored inside a building. Remember that 
the vapors given off by flammable liquids in these items 
are heavier than air.  

5. Electrical boxes that are over fused are an immediate fire 
hazard. Fuses in lighting and receptacle circuits are 
required to be rated at no more than 15 amperes. Fuses 
are safety mechanisms. The bypassing of circuit fuses 
creates an extreme fire hazard. (i.e. placing a coin behind 
the fuse) There are two possibilities when a fuse blows – 
Either the wiring or some electrical device connected to 
the circuit is defective, or there are too many appliances 
connected into the circuit, causing overloading. Always 
switch off or disconnect the appliance before the fuse is 
replaced. 

6. Combustible materials too close to the furnace or hot 
water heater can catch on fire. Have a clear space of at 
least 3 feet around these appliances and have them service 
regularly by a professional. 
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Car Fire  Photos by Chief Oscar Presley & Sheryl Drost 

 

 
The vehicle was fully involved when Chief Presley snapped this picture. 

 

Firefighters Jerry McCormick (on nozzle) and Tim Bergeron start their initial 

attack of the fire. 

 
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell and Jerry McCormick with the hose stand by as 

Marty Green and Tim Bergeron pry open the hood. 

 

Is the Jar Full? 

 

     A professor stood before his Philosophy 101 class and had 
some items in front of him. When the class began, wordlessly he 
picked up a very large empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to 
fill it with golf balls.   He then asked the students if the jar was 
full. They agreed that it was. The professor then picked up a jar 
of pebbles and poured them into the jar.  He shook the jar 
lightly.  The pebbles, of course, rolled into the open spaces 
between the golf balls.  He then asked the students again if the 

jar was full. They agreed it was. The professor picked up a box 
of sand and poured it into the jar and of course the sand filled up 
everything else. He asked once more if the jar was full.  The 
students responded with a unanimous yes. The professor then 
produced two cans of beer from under the table and proceeded to 
pour the entire contents into the jar, effectively filling the empty 
space between the grains of sand. The students laughed. 
     "Now," said the professor as the laughter subsided, "I want 
you to recognize that this jar represents your life. The golf balls 
are the important things -- your family, your partner, your health, 
your children, your friends, your favorite passions -- things that 
if everything else was lost and only they remained, your life 
would still be full.  "The pebbles are the other things that matter, 
like your job, your house, your car.  The sand is everything else -
- the small stuff. 
     "If you put the sand into the jar first," he continued, "there is 
no room for the pebbles or the golf balls. The same goes for your 
life. If you spend all your time and energy on the small stuff, you 
will never have room for the things that are important to you.  
Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. 
Play with your children.  Take time to get medical checkups. 
Take your partner out dancing. Play another 18.  "There will 
always be time to go to work, clean the house, give a dinner 
party and fix the disposal.  Take care of the golf balls first – the 
things that really matter. Set your priorities.  The rest is just 
sand." 
     One of the students raised her hand and inquired what the 
beer represented. The professor smiled. "I'm glad you asked. It 
just goes to show you that no matter how full your life may 
seem, there's always room for a couple of beers!” 
 
 
 

Tree Falls on Home  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 
March 5, winds blew most of the day.  A 
resident on Burr Oak Road called 9-1-1 to 
report a tree had fallen on her home.  Fire 
units arrived and found branches from an 
old tree had fallen onto the home taking 
power lines with them. Pictured left, 
Danny Gunderson uses the electrical wand 

to check for live power lines. Com Ed was called and the 
homeowner was warned to stay clear.  

 
A few large branches fell onto the home. 
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Fatal Accident  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     February 9, 30-35 mph wind kept blowing snow drifts across 
county roads causing havoc for many drivers. Early that morning 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire units were called to a two vehicle accident 
on McDonald Road near Swanson Road.  The driver in a Jeep 
Cherokee was extricated and transported to the hospital where he 
was pronounced dead.  The driver of a Dodge Ram refused 
treatment.  It seems the driver of the Dodge Ram may have lost 
control on a snow drift and spun in front of the Jeep Cherokee.   
 

 
Matt Lane looks for vehicle information on the Jeep Cherokee. 

 

 
The Dodge Ram ended up on its side. 

 

 
Ron Klaman pours oil dry on leaking liquids as Kevin Bouton and Tom Lake get 

vehicle information. 

 

Snow Drifts Cause More Havoc  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     The winds that had blown all night continued throughout the 
day and were blamed for accidents all over the county.  Later in 
the afternoon, it seems a small white car may have lost control 
going through a snow drift on Mitchell Road.  Deputies say it 
sideswiped two vehicles before spinning into the snow filled 
ditch.  Harlem-Roscoe units were called to the scene, but all 
drivers refused treatment. 
 

 
Firefighters Andy Miller and Tom Lake look for vehicle information. 

 

 
Firefighter Andy Miller gets vehicle information off the two vehicles that were 

sideswiped. 
 

**************************************************** 
 

 
 

     Will Oscar be right again this year?  Well, after 60 degree days in February, 

the masses were leaning toward no.  When I say masses, I mean all the people 

that are following this.  I swear, the question I get asked most about what is in 

the newsletter, is how many snowfalls are there left and do I think Oscar will be 

right?  ☺ 

 

OOssccaarr    
PPrreeddiiccttss……  

  

1177  
SSnnoowwffaallllss  

  
  

((55  lleefftt  aass  ooff  MMaarrcchh  1111)
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Beat This Response Time!  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

February 19 it was heard, “Dispatch, we are 10-8 & 10-23”, as 
EMS pulled the ambulance out onto the apron of Harlem-Roscoe 
Fire Station #2. Accidents happen at the two intersections that 
are closest to Station #2 every so often, but this time the two 
vehicles ended up on the apron of the fire station.  Luckily they 
didn’t strike the building and the fire vehicles could still be used.  
Four patients were checked out on the scene and two were 
transported to the hospital. 
 

   
Mark Soppe gets information off the two vehicles. 

 

 
Firefighters help EMS extricate and load one of the patients onto a gurney. 

 

 
An unusual site to see patients loaded into ambulances on the apron of the 

station. 

Two Vehicle T-bone   Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

     February 16, Harlem-Roscoe Fire units responded to the 
intersection of McDonald Road and Targee for a two vehicle 
accident. The driver of a van refused treatment.  The wheelchair-
bound driver of the car refused treatment, but first had to be 
extricated from his vehicle.    

 

 
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell checks out the car with police officers as Dave Doyle 

and Captain Mike Drost start up the ‘Jaws of Life”. 

   
Left, Captain Mike Drost and Dave Doyle use the “Jaws of Life” extrication tool 

to extricate the driver.  Right the driver of the van refused treatment. 

 

Rollover  Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

 
     March 8, around 2am, Jeff Brandenburg above takes down vehicle 

information on a one vehicle rollover on Burden Road near Irving. The driver 

was found at a near by gas station and refused treatment.   
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By Captain John Presley 
 

      We are just off a busy two weekends of training. Last 
Saturday and Sunday we completed “Training Officer 101 & 
102”.  T.O. 101 was designed to help explain any changes in the 
OSFM paperwork (for keeping the department’s state 
accreditation current, and to assist us in properly filling out your 
papers for certification.  T.O. 102 was designed to familiarize us 
in live fire evolutions, procedures and training ideas while 
staying in the realm of NFPA 1403 (Standard on Live Fire 

Training Evolutions).   
     The previous weekend EMS took center stage and held a 
“PEEPS” class for all EMS personnel taught by OSF St Anthony 
EMS Office. And last but not least, the Chief and Trustees were 
at a seminar for fire districts in Byron March 7th. 
   We are expecting to hold the Operators & Maintenance class 
later in March or early April so watch for date and time T.B.A.; 
as soon as these classes are finished and the weather breaks in to 
warmer conditions, we will be utilizing the tower more often. 
This means it is imperative for all personnel to be at Station 3 at 
1900 hrs to get the training underway promptly.       
    If you have questions about Champaign Fire School, June 2-6 
contact me at Station 1! 
     Remember: “Education is the breading ground for ability, 
ability is the breading ground for teamwork, and Teamwork is 
the foundation to success,  

                 TRAINING = SUCCESS  
Your training division, 
Capt John Presley, Capt. Kirk Wilson, FF Jerry McCormick, FF Don Shoevlin, 

FF Aaron Miller, FF Chad Radke, FF Mike Huffman,  FF Jim Johnson 

 
Construction Tour 

      
 
Tuesday night drill March 2, was a tour of the 
new construction at Roscoe Middle School. 
 
Left, Andy Read, owner of Read Construction gave the tour. 
 

 

Andy Snead goes over the construction with fire personnel. 
 

Task Force Meeting/Training  Photo by Sheryl Drost 
      

     March 3, Harlem-Roscoe hosted 
the monthly meeting of the Northern 
Illinois Fire Investigation Task Force.  
This month’s meeting also included a 
class with Beloit Fire Investigator 
Keith Lynn and his K-9 partners 
Mollie & BoBo on Evidence 
Gathering and Handling for 
Investigators. 
 
Left, Keith Lynn & Mollie 
 

 

 

 

 

Keith Lynn & Bo Bo pose with the class participants. 
 

******************************************* 
 

     Life is not a journey to the grave with the intention of 

arriving safely in a pretty and well preserved body, but rather to 

skid in broadside, thoroughly used up, totally worn out, and 

loudly proclaiming -- WOW-- What a  Ride! 

 
***************************************** 

 

Tuesday Night Trainings 

   March 16th – Spring Dinner work detail – 
                          Station One. 
   March 23rd  – Multi-company Drill – Forced Entry 
   March 30th – VFIS  - Driver Skills 
   April 6th - Tour 
 
OSFM Roadway Extrication Specialist-Transition Class 

April 5, April 9, April 24. This class is for anyone 
certified as “Extrication Specialist – Roadway” to 
become current as a “Extrication Specialist – Vehicle 
& Machinery”. 
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Please Note! 
 

     All Harlem-Roscoe Fire Personnel 
please note:  Per Chief Presley, due to the 
new HIPAA regulations, all requests for 
patient or incident information are to be 
referred to a Harlem-Roscoe Fire Officer.    
     HIPAA is the Health Insurance 
Portability Act of 1996.  Enacted in 1996, 
it was not enforced until April 15, 2003.  
It is designed to protect the privacy of 
patients.   
     Basically it states that information 
about a patient cannot be released 
without the consent of the patient unless 
it is being requested by someone who is 
involved with providing aid to the victim.   
     Most requests come from the media.  
Since the media is not directly involved 
with providing patient care, do not 
release the patient’s information unless 
the patient has given consent.  This 
includes information such as the patient’s 
name, home address or the address of the 
incident, patient’s age and sex, what the 
nature of the call is, what care is being 
provided, patients condition, and what 
hospital the patient is being taken to.  
 

Website Update 
 

     Several areas of the website have additions 
or have been updated – I fixed a few pictures 
also. Be sure to check out the new Lieutenants 
and the Calendar of Events.  Following are 
answers to a couple questions I received this 
month: 
 

Q.1. When I try to get on the website why does 

it takes forever to load? 

A.1. First, if the website is loading real slowly 
and it hasn’t in the past, close it and try it a 
second time...that works for me a lot.  Second, 
do a cleanup on your computer.  Have you 
deleted the files in your temporary internet 
files, cleared your history files or ran a disk 
defrag lately?  Third, if you are on Aol, you 
may need to clear your graphics file or set it at 
a higher capacity. Go to Settings, personal 
storage settings to adjust those.  
 

Q.2 Why, when I went to the website to 

checkout the updates you tell us about, they 

aren’t there?  

A.2.   This one is easy.  All you have to do is 
while you have a page up on the website is 
point your mouse pointer on a blank area and 
right click. Click on the word refresh or 
reload.  Your computer had previously saved 
the website from the last time you visited.  
Another reason to keep your temporary 
internet and history files cleaned out. 
Questions?  

Email Sheryl at Firefoto4@aol.com.   

Special Happy Birthday 
 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s own Sonny O’Dell 
turned 80 on Valentines Day.   A couple 
special things that happened to him were: 
 

 
Sonny as well as his brother Assistant 
Chief Ken O’Dell, whose birthday is two 
days before, was surprised with a visit by 
the ‘Lime Light Quartet’ singing them 
Happy Birthday. 
 

 
Sonny and his granddaughter Steffanie 
Bloyer pose for a picture at a big birthday 
party for Sonny on the 14th where a ton of 
family and friends came to celebrate his 
80th birthday with him.  Happy Birthday 
again Sonny!   
 
Extrication Team Training 
 

The extrication team is 
working themselves to 
the bone practicing in 
full force. Everyone is 
welcome to train with 
them even if you just 
want to come out and 
refresh your extrication 

skills. Or, if anyone is interested in 
joining the extrication team they are 
welcome to.  The next team trainings are: 

 

• March 20 – 9am 

• March 24 – 5pm 

• March 27 – 9am 

Birthdays 

 
 
 
 

March 
 

4th          John Donovan 
               Jackie Soppe 
6th           Chaplain Jay Carr 
12th         Bob Hamilton 
16th         Aaron Miller 
18th         Troy Vail 
21st         Mike Morrison 
22nd        Jay Alms 
24th         Jill Evans 
29th         Sheryl Drost 
 

April 
 

1st           Jeff Ball 
10th         Colleen Bloyer 
12th         Ami Rafferty 
13th         Chaplain John Powell 
16th         Tom Medine 
21st          Trustee Jim Burdick 
24th          Paul Stanphill ‘25th’ 
29th          Guy ‘Snoopy’ Stirts 

 

        Total Calls 

 

                       Feb.    2003 
 

  Medicals -    75      171       
   Accidents -   17       29      
   Fires -             5      14      
   Misc. -          28      50      
          Total    125     264   

 

 

April Breakfast Crew 

Tim Schrader, Richard Schoonover,  
Chris Scott, Mike Sherbon, 

Don Shoevlin, & Mark Soppe 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a 

monthly newsletter produced by the 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire Protection 

District.  The paper is written and 

assembled by Photographer Sheryl 

Drost, edited by Chief Oscar 

Presley, and printed by Premier 

Printing in Machesney Park.  The 

newsletter is available at Station 

One - 10544 Main Street in Roscoe 

and on the department’s website 

wwwharlemroscoefire.com after 

the second Sunday of each month. 
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Trustees Appreciation Dinner 
 

February 21, Harlem-Roscoe Fire Trustees hosted their annual appreciation & recognition dinner for the Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
Personnel at the Roscoe VFW.  After a delicious meal catered by DiGiovannis, the awards and recognitions were handed out.  
 

    
L-r, the color guard started off the night.  Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell is presented with a plaque and pin for 35-years fire service.  Deputy Chief 
Richard Schoonover is presented with plaque and pin for 25-years fire service. And Steve Pomahac, Lt. Vern Sarver, Marty Green, & Lt. John 
Bergeron and not pictured Matt Bush receive their 20 year pins. 
 

      
Fire Service Pins l-r, 15-year - Scott Johnson & Mike Sherbon, 10-year – Lt. Tom Medine & Brad Knipp, 5-year – Tracy Krause, Amber Drost, & 
Mike Powell, and 1-year to Jackie Soppe, Jon Pyzynski, Ami Rafferty, Dan Zintak, Chris Scott, Amy Daughenbaugh, Dan Borchardt, Jerry Lindsay, 
Chuck Severson, & Mike Pierson. 

 

    
Medical Service Pins l-r, 15-year – Captain Kirk Wilson & Lt. John Bergeron.  5-year – Tracy Krause & Aaron Miller.  New EMT-B’s Jon Pyzynski, 
Jeff Brandenburg, Don Shoevlin, & Ramona Baldoni.  New firefighters L-r Kevin Bouton, Shannon Burbach, April Cooper, Brad Delmore, Dave 
Doyle, Jimmy Johnson, Tom Lake, Andy Miller, (Training Instructor Jerry McCormick) & Mike Morrison. 
 

   
Recognition & Appreciation gifts went to l-r, Trustees Bart Munger, Jerry Ocker, & Jim Burdick.  Trustees present gift to Chief Oscar Presley, and 
Trustees present gift to Dean Presley. 
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In Recognition & Appreciation  

   
L-r Captains, Tim Schrader, Kirk Wilson, Mike Drost, & John Presley.  Lieutenants, Bill Sabin, Vern Sarver, Bruce Jurgens, Tom Medine, Bob Hamilton, Jeff Ball, Jay 
Alms, & John Bergeron, and Jim Daughenbaugh (radios) and Tom Aaker (equipment). 
 

     
L-r Training Instructor Jerry McCormick, Mechanics Troy Vail & Deputy Chief Richard Schoonover, Dispatchers Ami Rafferty, Jerry Lund, Jenny Vail, Amy 
Daughenbaugh, & Guy ‘Snoopy’ Stirts.  And special services Sonny O’Dell. 
 

        
L-r Fire Prevention, Lt. Bill Sabin, Chuck Severson, Jerry Lindsay, Jim Cole, Bob Schoonover, & Shirley Schoonover.  Color Guard – Scott Johnson, Mike Huffman, 
Brad Knipp, Tim Bergeron, Lt. Bob Hamilton, & Joe Quast, and Chaplain Jim Cole. 
 

         
L-r Extrication team – Jim Daughenbaugh, Chad Radke, Jeff Morris, Ramona Baldoni, Lt. Bob Hamilton, Aaron Miller, & Mike Huffman.  Administrative Assistant to 
the Chief – Colleen Bloyer, Data Entry – Kelly Green & Dona Zopp, Screen printing all the shirts - Tammy & Don Shoevlin. 

 

       
L-r  Sr. Turkey Dinner Chef- John Donovan, Newlyweds Jim & Amy Daughenbaugh, New parents – Jeff & Christy Morris, and Association helpers Joan Sabin, Paula 
O’Dell, Kelly Green, Marcie Ball, Debbie Alms, Amy Miller, & Jodi Klaman.  

 

           

Most Fire Runs 
     

   1st  Place                2nd Place                3rd Place 

 

Most Medical Runs 
 

     1st  Place                2nd Place               3rd Place 

 

Station One Captain Mike 
Drost 

Mike Pierson Don Shoevlin Mike Pierson Don Shoevlin Chad Radke 

 

Station Two Captain Tim 
Schrader 

Chris Scott Paul  Stanphill Mike Sherbon Nick  Jupin Mike Powell 

 

Station Three Troy Vail Tom Medine Jeff Morris Jill Evans Bruce Jurgens Tim Bergeron 
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L-r Trustees Bart Munger & Jerry Ocker, new Lieutenants Tom Aaker & Don 

Shoevlin, and Trustee Jim Burdick. 
 

New Lieutenants 

Meet Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s new Lieutenants that were sworn in 
on February 21, 2004… 

 

Tom Aaker  
Tom joined the department January 
1996 and received the Rookie of the 
Year Award in 1996. He is State 
Certified in Firefighter II and 
Hazardous Materials Awareness. 
Tom became an EMT-B January 
1997. He has taken Nicor Gas 
Training School in 1998, and 
numerous classes in extrication, 

confined space, fire tactics, water supply, and is also a Fire 
Apparatus Engineer. Tom is the area supervisor for Pizza Hut. 

 

Don Shoevlin  
Don joined the department Dec. 15, 
2001. He recertified as an EMT-B in 
2003 but has served over 10 years as 
an EMT-P previously. Don is State 
Certified Firefighter III, Hazmat Ops, 
Instructor I, Tactics & Strategy I, and 
is a Fire Apparatus Engineer. Don 
has had numerous trainings in 
Command, Training, Fire 

Investigation, Safety, and Rescue. Don is active on the 
departments training division. Don served 12 years previously 
on Cary F.D. reaching the rank of Captain. Don is owner of 
American Bell Screen printing Inc. 
 

Good Job! 
 

The following card was received and posted at Station One.  Thought 
everyone should get to read it and see what a good job our EMS does!   

 

The card read, Just thought I’d drop you a little thank you note. 

 

Then the following letter was handwritten:  
     “For all of the EMT’s who helped transport my son Brayden from 

Physicians Immediate Care to Swedes Hospital.  I just wanted to say 

Thank you, for the time that you took with Brayden, and for the little 

dragon you gave him.  You would never know how much that little 

dragon helped him. Every time he had a pain, he would grip that little 

dragon and hold it tight. It was the best thing for him at that moment.  

Kind of like a security blanket.  He named him Dino and has to have 

him wherever he’s at.  Brayden’s at home now in a cast and is starting 

to feel a little better.  He’s upstairs in the bed playing video games right 

now and right beside him is his new best friend, Dino the dragon.  

Thanks again!  We are forever grateful! “ 

                                                                   Sincerely Tiffanie & Brayden 

 

NNeeww  BBaabbyy      
     Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter Greg Zintak and his wife Lynette 
show off their first child – Kaitlynn Marie Zintak.  Kaitlynn was 
born February 19 at 3:57 am.  She measured in at 8lbs. 3 oz. and 
19” long.  Proud daddy reports mom and baby are doing just 
fantastic and that he is having a blast spoiling her.  Uncle Dan 
Zintak is also a little won over by his new niece.  He showed off 
a picture of her all night at the Appreciation Dinner to anyone 
and everyone that would look. Congratulations Greg & Lynette 
she is adorable!  
 

Burn Tower Update 
 

     Progress has been made although the cold weather caused much 
delay.  Pictured left, a six-foot high-chain-link 
fence with gates surrounds the tower was installed 
this month. Also, Area Mechanical & S.J. Carlson 
have completed the riser and sprinklers. Bill 
Sprague, Dave Smith, & Jeff Swanland say it’s 
ready to start using. I have been talking to the 
Trustees about the final stages, and I believe we 
will start phase II and it could be completed by 
June.   
     Now the roads are posted for the next few 

weeks and this stops the electrical company from connecting our power 
hookup. Think about this - they plan on tearing up Willowbrook to put 
in a new road, so why post it?  Anyway, as soon as the road postings are 
lifted we may get our road work started and concrete pad applied 
around the burn tower. Once all the work is final, we will have to locate 
furniture for the 
other room with 
the structure 
(metal furniture 
preferred.)  I 
think you will 
find this a really 
great adjunct to 
our training.   
 
 
                 Wilson Electric was able to get some of the electrical done this month. 
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Let’s All Close the Door on Dryer Fires! 
By Debbie Rykowski 

     Did you know that according to the National Fire Protection 
Association, about 15,000 house fires start in clothes dryers, 
causing nearly $70 million in damages.  Unfortunately, a large 

number of these fires could have been prevented 
by the homeowner taking proper care and 

maintenance of their appliance.  
Improper ventilation and/or poor 
maintenance allow lint to accumulate.  
When lint covers heaters, switches 
and motors in the dryer, fires can 
result. 

• Never leave your dryer running when you are away from the home. 

• Always check pockets of laundry to ensure there are no lighters, 
matches or any other tools that might cause a spark in the dryer. 

• Always check the drum of your dryer before throwing your 
laundry in to dry, it is possible a child may have used the dryer as a 
“hiding space” and put something in there to hide it. 

• Never dry oily rags in your dryer. 

•     Never run your dryer without a lint filter properly in place. 

• Always be sure the dryer is plugged into an electrical outlet which 
is suitable for the electrical demand of a dryer appliance. 

• Always keeps the area surrounding your dryer free of 
combustibles, such as clothing, boxes, paint cans, etc. 

• Vent your dryer duct directly outdoors, not into an attic, crawl 
space or indoors. 

• Insist on rigid or flexible metal duct being installed on your dryer 
to provide minimum restriction of airflow.  Plastic type of duct is 
more likely to trap lint and more easily get kinked or crushed, thus 
closing off or minimizing the exhaust air flow. 

• Frequently inspect the outside duct exhaust area to ensure there is 
nothing blocking the vent, such as leaves or bushes and greenery 
becoming overgrown in this area, and keep it clear. 

• Use proper care and caution when smoking in the area of your 
laundry area of your home.  A cigarette left unattended may fall 
into your clothing and smolder for a long period before causing a 
fire to start. 

Maintenance Tips: 
• Clean the lint screen/filter/trap before or after drying each load. 

• Clean the dryer vent and exhaust duct periodically. 

• Clean behind your dryer, where lint can build up. 

• Replace plastic or foil, accordion-type ducting material with rigid 
or corrugated semi-rigid metal duct, following manufacturer’s 
specifications.   

• Take special care when drying clothes that have been soiled with 
volatile chemicals such as gasoline, cooking oils, cleaning agents 
or woodworking finishes or stains.  Wash such clothing more than 
once to minimize the amount of chemicals present on the clothes 
and then preferably hang the clothing to dry.  If you must use your 
dryer to dry the clothing, use the lowest heat setting.  To prevent 
clothing from igniting after drying, do not leave the dried clothes 
in the dryer or piled in a laundry basket. 

Warning Signs of Trouble: 
• Clothes, especially towels or jeans, take a long time to dry.  This 

can be a sign that you have blockage in the exhaust duct. 

• Clothes are hotter than usual at the end of the cycle.  This may be a 
sign that the dryer temperature control thermostat needs servicing 
by a professional. 

• The flapper or the vent hood won’t open when the dryer is on. 

• Check the outside dryer exhaust to make sure exhaust air is 
escaping normally.  If not, turn the dryer off and look inside both 
ends of the duct for lint and remove any lint build-up you find. 

 

 
  

Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters Association Raffle 
 

September 12, 2004 
Tickets - $5 each or 3 for $10 

 

• Grand Prize – New Coleman ‘Taos’ Tent Camper 
(Taxes, license, and fees are winners responsibility) 

  

• 2nd Prize – 6-Month YMCA Family Membership 
(Roscoe/Rockton Stateline Facility)   

 

• 3rd Prize – Barbecue Gas Grill Package 
 

Winners will be drawn on Sunday night at the Fall Festival 
in Roscoe’s Leland Park.  You need not be present to win 

 
 
 

Chaplains Corner 
By Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

 I belong to the Federation of Fire Chaplains, 
and thanks to the Department, I have been able 

to attend every year since 1993, missing only 1995 for my 50-
year reunion of high school graduation.  The first year was at 
Providence, RI, and we spent a lot of time touring the fancy 
homes of rich people in that area.  But, since then, there has been 
a lot more serious stuff done.  In 1998, for instance, in 
Oklahoma City, the theme was disaster, with the bombing of the 
federal building in 1995 the study.  We spent just Wednesday 
afternoon at the Cowboy Hall of Fame, and a fire fighter's 
museum.  
     The conferences are now called Training Seminars, with little 
sight-seeing.  Last October, we did spend Wednesday afternoon 
touring San Francisco (the Golden Gate Bridge was fogged in), 
if you bought a ten dollar ticket!  This year the theme was 
"Taking Care of Our Own," with courses such as “Chaplain 
Ministry to the Firefighter," and "Ministry to the Crisis Victim."  
There was a lecture on "Emergency Ministry to EMS".   
     We were made aware of the fact that stress for EMS 
personnel is great, and unfortunately, little attention is paid to 
that fact. Because of what we learned last October, I want to be 
available to the personnel of HRFD.  As I shared at the February 
Association meeting, I at least keep the department in my daily 
prayers, with particular prayers for each member of HRFD on 
his or her birthday.  I will be available any time for prayers, or 
just talking.  My phone number is 877-3448.  All conversations 
are private. I keep my ears open and my mouth shut. 

Chaplain Jim Cole 
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Station Funnies 
 

      
You never know what goes on behind your back! 

 
 

 
2 yr-old Logan Wilson,” Come Grumpy, fix it!”  Mechanic 
Ike Schoonover responded, “What?”  Logan pulls Ike over 

to the ambulance, hits it, and says again, “fix it!”  Ike, 
“What’s wrong with it?”  Logan, “Needs batteries!” 

 

 
You’d think he’d learn to keep his hand  

out of places it shouldn’t be! 
 

Station Gossip 
 

• March 20th – Spring Dinner - Double check the Spring Dinner 
work sheet so you know where you will be working the night of 
the dinner.  If you can’t be there and you are on the sheet, please 
put a line through your name and notify Chief Presley of the 
reason.  Spouses and children are invited to help work the dinner, 
just add their names to the work sheet at Station #1.   

• May 2nd  - Associations Spring Dance. There will be a signup 
sheet for anyone that can help that day.  Not only will we need 
firefighters in dress blues at the dance, but there will be munchies 
to prepare before the dance.   

• One baby delivered with 4 more to go.   Any more we don’t know 
about?   Oh, and boy are the diamonds being showed off around 
the station these days?  Looks like there will be a few weddings to 
report on this year! 

• Something funny happened to Trustee Jim Burdick, but I am sworn 
to secrecy…so sorry, can’t tell you.  ☺ 

• Seems like we could stand to have a fire truck stationed at the 
Beloit Wal-Mart - anytime we are there, there are enough Harlem-
Roscoe Fire personnel to staff a truck! 

• We heard from Code 3 on our efforts to get one of our trucks made 
into a model.  The note card thanks us for our submission and lets 
us know that we will be contacted if they decide to add our 
apparatus to the product line.  But handwritten was, “I like the 
Pierce Dash Aerial”  So maybe… 

• Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s Chaplain John Powell and his wife never 
made it to the Appreciation Dinner Feb. 21. They were blocked by 
an accident on the corner of Hwy 251 & Bridge that North Park 
Fire was covering for us and stayed and helped out.  He even had 
his wife Carol snap some pictures knowing we were all tied up at 
the dinner.  North Park Fire did a great job in covering our 
department so all of us could enjoy our Appreciation Dinner.   

•     
 

• The night of the 
appreciation dinner, Mike 
Huffman’s extrication 
statue he received came up 
missing.  The next 
morning Mike found out 
why when he found this 
ransom note attached to his 
fire gear at the station.  

 
 

Famous Women Sayings.. 

 

Nobody can make you feel inferior without 
 your permission.  -Eleanor Roosevelt- 

 

If you can't be a good example, then you'll just have to be a horrible 
warning. – Catherine- 

 

I'm not going to vacuum 'til Sears 
makes one you can ride on. -Roseanne Barr- 

 

Old age ain't no place for sissies.  -Bette Davis- 


