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Trustees Bart Munger, Trustee Jim Burdick, and Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell present a surprised Chief Oscar Presley with the dedication plaque as 
firefighters Tom Lake, April Cooper, and Jill Evans applaud. 
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A Tribute to Chief Presley 
 

     September 18, Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s finished training 
facility was dedicated at an Open House on the site.  It is 
now officially known as the “Oscar Presley Training 
Facility”!  The facility is truly a state-of-the-art addition to 
the training arsenal at Harlem-Roscoe Fire and will long be 
a tribute to the man that made it happen!         

 See page 6 for more details… 
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Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter 
Loses Home to Fire 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     September 28, at 1:11 am, Harlem-
Roscoe Fire responded to a report of a 
house on fire only to arrive at the home 
of one of their fellow firefighters – Lt. 
Bruce Jurgens. A neighbor originally 
called to complain that someone was 
burning in the neighborhood. Bruce 
says the smoke alarms started going off 
as he went to the basement to awaken 
his son, and as a neighbor was banging 
on the front door. Bruce found the fire 
in an entryway room at the rear of the 
home and the fire was already climbing 
into the attic.  He and his son used 
garden hoses on the fire until 
firefighters arrived.   
     Chief Presley arrived on scene first 
and reported the side of the home on 
fire with the fire already in the attic.  
The firefighters truly gave it their all, 
but with 20 + mph winds fueling the 
fire it spread rapidly across the attic and 
roof.  Mutual Aid was called for and 
North Boone #3 Fire and Rockton Fire sent tankers as North 
Park Fire manned Station #1. The cause of the fire is believed to 
be electrical. The home is a total loss.  Bruce, his wife, son, and 
the family dog all got out safely and will be renting a place until 
their house is rebuilt.   
     The night after the fire, some Harlem-Roscoe firefighters 
collected and delivered a meal and goodies to the family.  The 
insurance company responded quickly and is helping the family.  
But, knowing that there are a lot of immediate needs and lost 
work not covered, the Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter’s Association 
held an emergency meeting and voted to help their fellow 
firefighter out with a donation.   
 

 
Firefighter Dave Doyle pulls the first hose line as Chief Presley checks the 
entryway.  

 

 
Even Chief Presley and Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell helped fight the fire until 
more manpower arrived. 
 

 
Paul Stanphill, April Cooper, and Lt. Tom Aaker fight the fire from the front of 
the home. 

Matt Lane and Aaron Miller try to fight the massive fire from the porch roof. 
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.Juveniles Arrested on Arson 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     September 18, Harlem-Roscoe 
Firefighters were once again rousted out 
of bed in the middle of the night for a fire 
at 1560 West Lane. A couple weeks 
before, firefighters had extinguished straw 
on fire in a large pole barn at the farm.   
     This time it was around 3am when 
Chief Presley arrived first on scene and 
reported an old 2-story abandoned 
farmhouse fully involved. Although the 
farmhouse sat down an old dirt road far 
off the highway, the glow of the fire could 
be seen for miles. The farmhouse had old 
balloon construction and burned fast.  
     As the first units arrived, the roof of 
the building and the second floor 
collapsed.  Hose lines were pulled and 
the old "surround and drown" attack was 
put in full force.  Water supply was 
shuttled in using the department's two 
3,000 gallon super tankers. The intense 
fire also spread to the surrounding fields. 
Assistant Chief Ken O'Dell sent a grass 
rig into the fields to get to those fires. By 
daylight the old house was just a pile of 
smoking debris in the basement.  Four juveniles were taken into 
custody on scene for questioning and three have now been 
charged with arson. 
 

 
Firefighters are silhouetted against the massive fire. 

 

 
Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson with front sector command as Chris Scott, Kevin 
Bouton, Shannon Burbach, and Matt Lane and they attack the fire. 
 
 

 
Brad Delmore and Greg Zintak make headway on the west sector under the 
watchful eye of Chief Presley. 
 

 
Paul Stanphill and Jim Daughenbaugh stand among the ruins to extinguish some 
hot spots. 
 
 

The two-story farmhouse was totally involved with fire when first units arrived. 
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Three Homes Catch Fire  Photos by Chief Presley and Sheryl Drost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     October 5, around 6:30am, Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to 
a 9-1-1 call for a house fire on Edison Rd.  First in units reported 
the home fully involved with fire and that all residents were 
safely out of the home.  They also reported two homes on either 
side were also now on fire. Black smoke billowing high into the 
air could be seen for miles.  Engine 701’s deluge gun was then 
aimed into the main fire. Firefighters manned hose lines to 
quickly knock down the fire on the two adjoining homes and 
then started the attack of the main house that was on fire.   
     A MABAS Box 12, 3rd Alarm was called and brought trucks 
and crews from North Park Fire, Rockton Fire, Northwest Fire, 
Loves Park Fire, and South Beloit Fire covered the station. The 
fire was brought under control quickly but it took quite a bit of 
overhauling to get to all of it.  The fire investigation team reports 
that the fire probably started in the attic, but the actual cause is 
undetermined.   
     The home had working smoke detectors, but since the fire 
started in the attic, they did not go off until well into the fire.  
Luckily the resident was awakened for a baby needing feeding in 
time to get himself and two children out of the home.  Neighbors 
were also noticing the fire at this time and went door to door 
waking other neighbors.  They all kept saying they couldn’t 
believe how fast the house burned! 
 

 
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell joins Ryan Alms on the hose line to knock the fire 
down in the garage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kevin Bouton, Shannon Burbach, and Brad Delmore attack the fire in the front 
bedroom as Chief Presley has command. 
 

 
Engineer Jerry McCormick aims the deluge gun on 701 at the main fire. 

 

 
Dan Zintak and Dave Doyle continue to fight fire in the garage area and in the 
distance Ron Klaman engineers Engine 704. 
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Saving Lives!  By Sheryl Drost 
 

     With the new HIPPA laws, a lot of the time paramedics will 
never know what the outcome with a patient is after they have 
transported him to the hospital.  Well on September 29, Tom and 
Carol Black visited the station to thank Paramedics John Presley 
and Bill Schieder for saving Tom’s life. A couple weeks before 
John and Bill were able to resuscitate Tom after a heart attack 
and get him to the hospital where he was sent into surgery.  Tom 
says he had a 100% blockage in one artery and 95% in another.  
After a lot of retelling of the event, tears, bear hugs, and many a 
thank you, Carol gave the men the biggest apple pie! “Thank 
you for giving me more time with my husband of 51 years!” 
teary-eyed Carol told the men. Tom smiled with tears in his eyes 
telling the men Thank you one more time as he shook their 
hands! Thanks John and Bill for doing what you do, you make 
us so proud! 
 

 
Paramedics John Presley and Bill Schieder accept the apple pie and hugs from 
Tom and Carol Black. 
 

Couch Fire? 
     Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to a 9-1-1 call for a couch on 
fire in the middle of Rockton Road around 1am on September 
19.  You read it right, that was a couch on fire in the middle of 
the road complete with a satellite dish.  Captain Don Shoevlin's 
theory on the fire is that some sport fanatic isn't going to get to 
watch football this fall because he must have really upset his 
wife!  So, if you see a guy wandering around in a daze with a 
remote in his hand…  All kidding aside, the fire is under 
investigation. 
 

 
Jeff Morris finishes putting out a couch on fire in the middle of Rockton Rd. 

Officer Promotions 
 

     September 12, 2004 Harlem-Roscoe Fire Trustee President 
Jim Burdick and Trustee Secretary Jerry Ocker promoted 3 
officers to a higher rank.  Congratulations!! 
 

John Presley – Promoted to Acting Deputy Chief 
 

     John joined the department in 
January 1982. He was promoted to 
Lieutenant in 1987 and to Captain in 
1993. He became an EMT in the 
spring of 1983, and EMT-I in 1988, 
and an EMT-P in 1991. He has an 
Associates in Applied Fire Science, is 
State Certified as Firefighter II, 
Hazmat Materials Awareness, Juvenile 
Fire setters Interventionist, Hazmat 

Incident Command, Fire Apparatus Engineer, and Instructor I. 
He holds certificates in Fire Officer I, Fire Tactics & Equipment 
Fire Services, Emergency Medical and Fire Service Dispatch 
and numerous more.  John is also the department’s Training 
Coordinator.  John works as a Paramedic for OSF Lifeline 
Ambulance. 
 

Kirk Wilson – Promoted to Acting Deputy Chief 
 

     Kirk joined the department in 1983 
as a cadet. He was promoted to 
Lieutenant in 1994 and to Captain in 
1998. He became an EMT and then an 
EMT-Paramedic in 1988. He is State 
Certified as Firefighter II and 
Hazardous Materials Awareness, as 
Instructor 1, and as Roadway 
Extrication and is a Fire Apparatus 
Engineer. Kirk attended the National 

Fire Academy in Emmitsburg Maryland in 1999 and completed 
classes in Command and Control of Multi Alarm Incidents, 
Incident Safety Officer, Leadership I, and Command Tactics. 
Kirk holds certificates of training in Fire Tactics, Management I, 
Introduction to Fire Protection, and numerous more. Kirk is also 
the department’s Health & Safety Officer.  Kirk is a Paramedic 
Supervisor for OSF Lifeline Ambulance. 
 

Don Shoevlin – Promoted to Acting Captain 
      

Don joined the department Dec. 15, 
2001. He was promoted to Acting 
Lieutenant February 21, 2004. He 
recertified as an EMT-B in 2003 but 
has served over 10 years as an EMT-P 
previously. Don is State Certified 
Firefighter III, Hazmat Ops, Instructor 
I, Tactics & Strategy I, and as a Fire 
Apparatus Engineer. Don has had 
numerous trainings in Command, 
Training, Fire Investigation, Safety, 

and Rescue. Don is very active on the departments training 
division. Don served 12 years previously on Cary F.D. reaching 
the rank of Captain. Don is owner of American Bell 
Screenprinting Inc. 
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Oscar Presley Training Facility 
Photos by Sheryl Drost and Debbie Rykowski 
Story by Sheryl Drost 
 

    The dream started with 5 acres of donated land.  Former 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Trustee Jim Hall teases, “Somehow back 
around 1989 -1990, Harlem-Roscoe Fire Chief Oscar Presley 
twisted A. J. Dwyer’s arm.  Oscar was able to get a donation of 
land from A.J. at 13974 Willowbrook Road, to build a fire 
station for the north end of the fire district.”  Then in 1991, 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Station # 3 was built on the front portion of 
that land.  Now 5 acres is a good size lot and Chief Presley knew 
even back then just what he wanted on that back lot.  So he had 
rows of pine trees, then less than a foot high planted around the 
perimeter of the back lot.  What was he up to?  Over the next 12 
years Chief Presley fought for, and put into motion, his dream of 
building a training burn facility.   
     His dream would finally come true on October 8, 2003 when 
ground was officially broken for a training burn facility.  
Saturday, September 18, 2004, Harlem-Roscoe Fire hosted an 
Open House for the grand opening of the now completed 
facility.  Harlem-Roscoe Fire Trustees also surprised Chief 
Presley by dedicating the new structure as the “Oscar Presley 
Training Facility”.  Harlem-Roscoe Fire Trustees Jim Burdick 
and Bart Munger along with Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell 
presented Chief Presley with the plaque that will be displayed on 
the facility.  “They didn’t have to name it after me” a surprised 
Chief Presley said, “All I wanted was a great place to train my 
firefighters!” 
     A large crowd was on hand then for the ribbon cutting, a tour 
of the impressive facility, and exhibitions of the burn props.  The 
two-story building with a maze of rooms and a 4-story tower can 
be rapidly filled with smoke.  This allows the firefighters to 
perform search and rescue evolutions over and over again in true 
smoke conditions they might find in a real fire. A valuable 
feature is that the walls can also be moved around making new 
rooms and hallways, thus enabling many various scenarios. 
Three rooms in the building also have burn props.  One prop on 
the first floor simulates a fire on a stove complete with rollover 
onto the ceiling.  Another prop in a room on the second floor 

simulates a bed or couch fire that also has fire rolling onto the 
ceiling. Then there are the outside burn props.  There is a car and 
a quad prop.  The quad prop has four areas to interchange 
and simulate propane tank, barrel, above ground storage, and 
open fire.   Both props can be remotely fired up and then 
firefighters practice proper attack evolutions with charged hose 
lines.  With all the props, the evolutions can be repeated over 
and over again.  The 4-story tower can also be used for rope 
rescue training.   
     The new burn tower may have been a dream come true for 
Chief Presley, but it is a dream of a training facility for 
firefighters at Harlem-Roscoe Fire.  The facility is truly a state-
of-the-art addition to the training arsenal at Harlem-Roscoe Fire. 
And, the “Oscar Presley Training Facility” will long be a tribute 
to the man that made it happen! 
 
 

   
Left, Trustee Jim Burdick and Chief Presley cut the ribbon and right firefighters 
give a demonstration of the car prop. 
 

 

  
Chief Presley visits with left, Mike Platt and his wife from Fire Facilities - the 
makers of the burn tower and right, George Aslanian from Drager Safety that 
provided all the props and pyrotechnics. 

   

 

Several firefighters line up for the ribbon cutting as Trustee Jim Burdick gives his dedication speech. 
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Happy Birthday 

 

Brad Delmore “30th” 
October 10  

 

 
Tom Aaker “30th”  

October 26 
 

Winner Makes Donation 
 

 
Aaron Miller, Chad Radke, & Chief Presley help 
Stacy show off the quilt and all of her ribbons. 
 

     Stacy Mayland is quite the talented young 
lady.  Stacy is a member of the Northern Stars 
4-H and won several awards at the fairs this 
summer. First she did a Health Project that 
showed sport safety vs. job safety and won the 
trophy that H-R Fire had donated. And at the 
County Fair she took First in Class and 
Champion ribbons.  Then the project went to 
State where she got Superior and Participation 
ribbons.       
     Next she made a quilt and at the County 
Fair she took 1st Place and Reserve Champion 
ribbons. Stacy then donated the winning quilt 
to the Harlem-Roscoe Fire Extrication Team to 
be raffled off at their upcoming breakfast.  
Thank you Stacy from all of us at Harlem-
Roscoe Fire for your generous donation and 
Congratulations on all your wins! 
 

 

Thank You’s! 
 

 
     Trustees Jerry Ocker and Jim Burdick 
accept an appreciation plaque Assistant Chief 
Ken O’Dell received from the Roscoe Lions 
Football for the departments help in 
maintaining the football field at Riverside 
Park in Roscoe. 
 

 
Tom Flynn poses with his handiwork. 

 

     When construction work started at Station 
Three for the burn tower, one of the casualties 
was that the large sign was broken.  It was 
also in need of a new coat of paint. Luck 
would have it a laid off Chrysler worker, Tom 
Flynn needed to donate time to an 
organization to be able to collect any pay from 
the union while laid off. So, he volunteered to 
fix the sign. Well Tom got called back to 
work before the sign was done, but he 
continued with the work and finished it in 
time for the sign to be installed for the big 
Open House for the burn facility.  Thank you 
very much Tom! 
 

 
L-r Samantha & Leslie Tish, Chief Oscar Presley, 
and Claire Rybarezyk. 
 

     Samantha and Leslie Tish are trying to 
raise money for their class trip to Washington 
D.C. by selling delicious peanut butter 
cookies.  Well, their grandma Sylvia LaBree 
bought 10 dozen and had the kids donate them 
to the fire department.  That was very 
generous and the department sends a big 
Thank you!  
 

Editors Note – I know personally that the cookies 
are delicious and you can still get your box by 
calling 623-6367 and asking for Sammy or Chumly. 

Roscoe Police Pass Gas Test 
 

 
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell checks out the fit of 
one of the police officers. 
 

     September 14, Roscoe Police 
Officers showed up in force at Harlem-
Roscoe Fire’s Station One.  The reason 
– to be fitted with their government 
released gas masks.   
 
Birthdays 
 

October 
  

7th               Richard Schoonover 
                   Jon Pyzynski 
10th             Brad Delmore 30th 
12th             April Cooper 
15th             Ryan Alms 
17th             Dave Doyle 
26th             Tom Aaker  30th 
31st              Bob Stark 
 

November 
 

1st                Jerry McCormick 
                    Don Shoevlin 
3rd                Joe Quast 
                    Bill Schieder 
11th              Kelly Green 
16th              Jim Daughenbaugh 
 
 

November Breakfast Crew 
Jim Johnson, Mike Pierson, Kirk 

Wilson, John Donovan, Vern Sarver, 
Jeff Ball, & Jerry Lindsay. 

 
 

 
        Total Calls 

 

                           Sept.   2004 
 

        Medicals -     117     809       
        Accidents -     24     146      
        Fires -             13     102      
        Misc. -             23    173      
      Total              177   1230 
 

 11 
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Accidents   Photos by Chief Presley and Sheryl  
 

   
                          9/09/04 Elevator Road                                                              09/15/04 Hononegah Road & McCurry Road 
 

    
                                                                                      09/16/04 Hwy 251 & Swanson Road 
 

   
                                                                                      09/16/04 I-90 mm 76 
 

   
                  09/18/04 Hwy 251                                                               09/26/04 Hwy 251 & Forest Hills Road 
 

   
       09/27/04 Bridge St. & Mulberry                                09/30/04 Storybook Rd.             10/04/04 Prairie Hill Rd. & Willowbrook Rd 
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By Deputy Chief John Presley – Training Officer 
     We have passed another month and the recruit class is 
moving along. There are approximately 6 weeks left until 
graduation. From the reports that the instructors have given it 
looks like we may have a pretty good class. Keep up the hard 
work!!! 
       As some of you may have noticed, there is a sign up sheet 
on the bulletin board on the apparatus floor at Station #1. This is 
for Haz Mat Operations, taught by IFSI, possibly free of charge 
(waiting on confirmation). We will keep this posted until mid-
January or when I receive confirmation on the class. We will 
need a minimum of 15 people to hold the class. It is planned to 
be weekend in nature (2 weekends). Certification can be 
attained, if already OSFM Firefighter II certified, but is not 
mandated yet………. (Rumors from the OSFM are that this 
class will replace Haz-Mat Awareness soon).     
 

Certificates 
 

 
Deputy Chief John Presley (far right) presents FFII Certificates to l-r Dave 
Doyle, Shannon Burbach, Mike Pierson, & Mark Soppe. 
 

 
EMS Certificates go to l-r Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson- 15yr, Lt. John Bergeron – 
15yr, Aaron Miller – 5yr 
 
Water Rescue Training 
 

 
Who says water rescue class has to be boring. September 22, Instructor Jim 
Johnson had the class on flotation devices in a swimming pool! 
 

Drill Night Trainings 

  
Left, September 28, Lamb Assembly Manager Steve Pearson goes over fire 
alarms etc. with Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters during a tour of the facility.  Right, 
North Aurora Fire Chief Steve Miller shakes hands with Chief Presley after 
teaching a class on Passports and Incident Command. 
 
Natural Gas Emergencies 
By Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson 
Health & Safety Officer 
 

     Natural gas is widely used in various ways in our community. 
Mainly, it is used in residential areas to supply our homes with fuel to 
produce heat. Natural gas when exposed to air in such cases as a leak or 
line rupture is lighter than air.  This gives the gas a tendency to rise and 
diffuse in the open.  Natural gas is non-toxic but is classified as an 
asphyxiant because it may displace oxygen.  The gas is odorless but 
Mercaptan is added by the utility company.  This gives natural gas its 
distinct odor. 
     When responding to gas emergencies, we must take necessary 
precautions to ensure the safety of our crews as well as citizens.  When 
we encounter a leak inside a structure, make sure all people are 
evacuated. Using our gas detectors and monitoring equipment will help 
with locating a potential leak. Using a simple mixture of soap and water 
will aid in finding a leak as well.  If explosive levels are high inside a 
structure, it may be best to just shut off the gas at the meter and call the 
utility company. Ventilate if necessary.  One engine crew can wait for 
the utility company to arrive. We can assist the utility company in 
finding the leak at a later time.  Quick stabilization of the hazard is our 
priority.  The home or business owner may have to bring in a private 
contractor to do repairs. The fire department and utility companies do 
not conduct repairs inside a residence or business. 
     Construction crews may encounter a gas line or main rupture.  When 
dealing with an outside gas leak, notify the utility company  as soon as 
possible.  Conduct a good scene assessment or size up.  Determine if a 
safe zone is needed.  Move onlookers to a safe area.  Check surrounding 
structures to ensure no gas is present.  Although low, the possibility of 
ignition still exists.  Fire personnel working to contain the leak should 
have on full turnout gear and SCBA.  A charged hose line should be 
placed for protection.  If the gas cannot be controlled, firefighters may 
place a fog pattern to control possible ignition.  This may require a 
water supply.  If necessary, evacuate the area and wait for the utility 
company.   
     Weather may cause a gas line to rupture such as a lightening strike.  
If the gas is burning when you arrive, do not make an attempt to 
extinguish it.  Leave it burn.  By extinguishing the fire, you now created 
more of a hazard.  Burning the fuel off will reduce the build up on 
unburned gas.  Move citizens to a safe area and set up a safe zone.  
Notify the utility company.   
     We have a habit in taking natural wonders for granted.  Like fire, we 
love to sit by and enjoy its luster. But when out of control, we must 
fight it.  Natural gas fuels our appliances for heat but if left untamed, it 
could cause big trouble for all of us.  Stay Safe! 
 
 

Aflac! 
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Remembering 9-11    Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

    It has been 3 years since 9-11 and it was very heartwarming to 
witness how some Roscoe kids remembered the heroes from that 
horrific day.  I am sure they are looking down on Roscoe with 
smiles on their faces. 
 

        
Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter April Cooper reads a book about firefighting to Ms. 
Molitor's 2nd Grade Class.  
 

     Friday, September 10, Ledgewood School hosted a hero’s 
day to celebrate Patriots Day and to remember the anniversary of 
9-11.  What a tribute to remember those that lost their lives by 
honoring those that continue to serve.  There was a stream of 
Firefighters, Police Officers, Paramedics, and a Nurse that came 
to visit the school children.  They read books, told about their 
jobs, and yes, answered a ton of questions.  
 

     September 11, Joshua 
Schwenk (pictured left 
with sister Kaitlyn and 
brother Jonah) and his 
family had a garage sale 
along with their neighbors 
but the difference was 
Joshua donated all 
$118.40 of his proceeds to 
the H-R Fire Needy Fund 
in honor of those that lost 
their lives on 9-11.   

 

 
Chief Presley accepts a check from Joshua as his brother Jonah, sister Kaitlyn, 
brother Noah, and friend Paige look on. 

Rockford Speedway Hosts 9-11 Memorial 
Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 

     September 11, Harlem-Roscoe Fire participated in the 9-11 
memorial at the Rockford Speedway by sending a color guard 
and a truck company. First trucks from fire and police 
departments filed in and lined up around the track. All 
firefighters then stood outside their vehicle at attention.  Next, 
the color guards from several fire and police agencies marched 
in to the center.  Then they had their memorial service complete 
with speeches, taps, and ringing of the bell. After the color 
guards had left the fields the fire and police vehicles lapped the 
track several times with lights and sirens.   
 

     A big thank you to Firefighters Tim Bergeron, Kevin Bouton, 
Lt. Bob Hamilton, Mike Huffman, Ron Klaman, Aaron Miller, 
Joe Quast, Lt. Vern Sarver, Chris Scott, & Ron Swain for 
representing Harlem-Roscoe Fire at this event. 
 
Village Nursery Visits Fire Station 
 

     September 23 & 24, Village Nursery teachers Barb Stenger 
and Christine McDonald and their preschool students visited 
Fire Station #1.  I think both the children and the firefighters had 
a great time during their visit.   
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Fall Festival  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

Thank you to all the firefighters that helped the weekend of the 
fall festival from manning the booths at the fair to the parade! 
 

   
Left, April Cooper & Tom Lake are the firefighters for the front of the float as 
Ron Swain and Dave Doyle are the soldiers for the back part.  
 

 
The department’s boat served as the ride for the fire kids in this year’s parade. 

 
 

Harlem-Roscoe Raffle Winners 
 

     Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter's Association announces the 
winners of the Fall Festival Raffle.  The names were drawn on 
September 12 at Leland Park during the festival. 
 

• 1st Prize Pop up Camper - Ron "Potzie" 
Potenziani 

• 2nd Prize - YMCA Membership - JoAnn Broder 
• 3rd Prize - Barbecue Grill Package - Rose Tesley 
 

 
 3rd Prize Winner Rose Tesley and her husband pose with their winning grill 
package along with Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter's Association's Vice President 
Ron Klaman and President Joe Quast 
 

Department Picnic  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     Well if you didn’t get enough food at the department picnic 
on Sunday, September 12, it wasn’t for lack of it! Another 
enjoyable picnic was had by all with plenty of food, games for 
the kids, and the Bingo game for the adults.  Thanks to everyone 
that helped set up and cook. And a special thanks to Marcie Ball, 
Kelly Green, and Jodi Klaman for all their work on the games 
and prizes for the kids.  Marcie, Kelly says she is bringing a big 
bottle of aspirin next year.   
 

    
Left, Chad Radke’s son Ryan takes his turn in the relay race where right, Kevin 
Bouton helps his son B.J. on his lap. 
 

Home Depot Safety Fair  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

 
Engine 705 and the aerial, 751 were on display in front of the store. 

 

 
Mike Huffman, Jim Daughenbaugh Aaron Miller, Ramona Baldoni, and Lt. Bob 
Hamilton extricate a patient during an extrication demonstration. 
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Smoke Detectors Save Lives! 
     We all are pretty good at checking 
our smoke detectors and changing the 
batteries once a year.  It’s been pretty 
embedded in our minds growing up. 
But what about having one on every 
LEVEL of your home?  
     Did you know that every level 
should include the basement and the 
attic?  It really hit home this month in 
two of the fires that Harlem-Roscoe 
Fire fought. Fireplace inserts can also 

fail or be poorly installed and fire can spread up the outside of 
the home and into the attic unnoticed.  So please install a 
working smoke detector in every level of your home, check 
them often, and replace the batteries once a year.  Some more 
tips: 
• Consider having interconnected alarms installed. These 

alarms are connected so that if one sounds, they all sound. 
• Smoke alarms should be mounted high on walls or ceilings.  
• How old is that alarm anyway? Smoke alarms should be 

replaced every 10 years. And if no one can remember how 
old it is, it's probably time to replace it. 

• Never "borrow" a battery from a smoke alarm.   
• Never paint or decorate a smoke alarm.  
• Please make sure that everyone in your home knows the 

sound of the smoke alarm, and knows exactly what to do if 
the alarm goes off! 

 
 

Chaplains Corner 
By Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

 Last month I shared that I had attended a special 
showing of a History Channel program 
at Midway Village.  All the firefighters there were 

given a gift.  It was a copy of the book, 
"Forest City Firelog, 1881-1981."  The history of Rockford F.D.'s first 
hundred years. It is fascinating book, with pictures of fire rigs 
throughout the years, and pictures of various fires, or more specifically 
the ruins left after the fire! 
     There was a paragraph I wanted to share with you.  I quote a special 
edition of the Register-Gazette published in December 1904 includes a 
summary of the early days of the fire department.  The beginning of a 
brief article about Chief Frank Thomas (Chief from 1901-1921) 
contains some timeless thoughts. 
     "In the still hours of the night when repose has settled down on the 
city, the alarm of fire screams out from the whistle's brazen throat, and 
with breathless haste the firemen race to the scene of destruction led by 
the trumpet calls of their chief.  To save from the devouring elements 
destructive power is their only aim.  The dangers that beset a fireman's 
life are many. Climbing ladders, scaling burning walls and roofs, 
groping through halls and places filled with clouds of stifling smoke to 
rescue and save from death some fire-imprisoned one, are among the 
duties he is called upon to perform: and yet how few of us give the 
credit due to those heroic public servants, or even give a thought to their 
responsibilities?" 
     Rather colorful writing, but it reminds us, firefighting is now "fire 
science," but it is still the same basic thing- fighting fires and saving 
lives.  I am glad to be a part of it.  One more thing, a couple of months 
ago I told about the book, "They Sleep with the Angels," about the Our 
Lady of Angels school fire in 1958.  There is now a copy of it in the 
department library.  Ask Tracey Wilson how she liked it 

 

Station Gossip 
 

• Congratulations Bob & Carrie Hamilton.  Lt. Bob 
Hamilton’s baby boy, Dain Michael, was born October 6th 
about 3 ½ weeks premature.  He has needed a little help 
breathing, but Bob reports he is doing very well.   Being that 
Dain was born so close to press time we will have a good 
picture in next month’s paper.   

• I personally apologize for incorrectly naming some 
firefighters in last month’s paper.  And a special apology to 
Brad Delmore…because for some reason I want to call him 
Greg Delmore.  So Brad, I apologize! 

• Borchardt, Borchardt, Borchardt, you must really have a 
guardian angel! 

• Mark Soppe may have an I Love me wall at his home, but 
the guys are teasing Matt Lane he has one at Station Two 
after I updated the picture wall!  ☺ 

 

•  
Firefighter Brad Knipp’s daughter Emily came through with 
her Preschool class for a tour of Station One this month.  
When the kids were asked if anyone had ever been to a fire 
station before, Emily piped up that her daddy had his ‘own’ 
station. Wow Brad!!  Now Emily has been taught not to 
play in or on the fire trucks when at the station with her 
daddy.  So when the teacher was telling the class they could 
sit in the fire trucks Emily was adamant that no, her daddy 
says they can’t.  We convinced Emily that it was ok...and 
that she wouldn’t get into any trouble and I snapped a 
picture above of her in the ambulance with firefighter Mike 
Morrison! 

• 
 Alexis owner Jeff Morris stopped by this month and took 
some pictures of all three of our Alexis minipumpers up at 
Station Three.  Jeff and his sales manager Jeff Casteel were 
traveling to different fire departments taking pictures of 
their trucks for their upcoming calendar! I can’t tell you 
though what the picture is going to be. ☺ 

 


