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A student watches from the window of the bus as Paul Stanphill, Captain Tim Schrader, Jim Johnson, Paramedic John Morgan, and Ryan Alms 

carry his classmate off the bus and to a waiting ambulance to be transported to the hospital.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
          

            
 

  BBuuss  AAcccciiddeenntt    
          

     August 4, Harlem-Roscoe Fire was dispatched to an accident 
involving a school bus with kids onboard at N. Alpine Rd. and 
Storybook Ln.  It seems a full-size pickup (pictured right) and a bus 
with 16 Maple School students had crashed.  Only one student was 
transported to the hospital with non life threatening injuries.  Two 
students were released to parents on scene, and the rest were bussed to 
St. Anthony Hospital where their parents could release them.  Schools 
are starting, please everyone, Drive Safely! 

Photos  by Sheryl Drost 
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Motorcycle Accidents – Did you Know? 
From the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety website: 

 

 Per mile traveled, the number of deaths on motorcycles is about 
26 times the number in cars. 

 Forty-four percent of deaths in single-vehicle motorcycle 
crashes in 2002 involved drivers with blood alcohol 
concentrations at or above 0.08 percent.  

 Over half of motorcycle deaths occur on major roads other than 
freeways. 

 Ninety percent of motorcyclists killed in 2002 were males. 
 Sixty-six percent of the females who died in a motorcycle crash 

in 2002 were passengers. Ninety-nine percent of males who died 
were drivers. 

 3,162 motorcyclists died in crashes in 2002. Motorcycle deaths 
had been declining since the 1980s but began to increase in 1998 
and have increased further since then. Since 1997, motorcycle 
deaths are up 54 percent. 

 Forty-six percent of motorcycle deaths in 2002 occurred in 
single-vehicle crashes, and 54 percent occurred in multiple-
vehicle crashes.  

 Motorcycle deaths are most likely to occur between 3 pm and 9 
pm.  

 Twenty-four percent of all fatally injured motorcycle drivers in 
2002 didn't have valid licenses to operate their motorcycles.  

Accidents – Two by Two Photos by Sheryl Drost 
     Firefighters will tell you as a rule that emergency calls seem 
to come in threes.  This month broke that rule and the accidents 
came in twos.  There was also 21 accident calls for the second 
month in a row. 
 

Fatal Motorcycle Accident   
 

     Just after midnight on July 11, 
firefighters had just left the 
station from an accident on Pin 
Oak when the tones went off 
calling them back to the station. 
Two motorcycles had crashed on 
Hwy 173, just east of Mitchell 

Road. Harlem Roscoe Fire Paramedics arrived on scene and 
reported one fatality and one patient.  It seems both motorcycles 
had left the highway with one of the bikes hiting a utility pole 
and killing the driver instantly.  The driver of the second 
motorcycle was transported to the hospital by ambulance.   
 
 

 
The driver of this motorcycle was pronounced dead on the scene. 

Motocycle vs Car  Photos by Chief Oscar Presley 
     July 23, Harlem-Roscoe 
Firefighter Ramona Baldoni 
was riding her motorcyle when 
a car pulled in front of her. The 
two crashed and Ramona was 
thrown off her motorcycle and 
over the hood of the vehicle.  
Ramona said she tried to do a 
tuck and roll on landing.  

Ramona was transported to the hospital by ambulance and the 
driver of the car refused treatment.     
 

 
 
 

High Flying…Photos by Sheryl Drost 
     July 23, it seems the driver of a Dodge Avenger tried to pass 
a work truck on the left at the same time the truck was turning 
left into a driveway on Manchester Road.  The two vehicles 
crashed and the Avenger flew through the air rolling to a stop 
atop a telephone box.  Amazingly the driver of the Avenger and 
both the driver and passenger in the work truck all signed off on 
any treatment. 
 

   
Left, the work truck remained on the road. Right, the Avenger balances  atop the 

transformer. 
 

 
The Avenger received heavy damage. 
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July 20, 1
st
 Accident   Photos by Sheryl Drost 

     Around 7am, Harlem-Roscoe Paramedic Jerry McCormick 
radioed in an accident that he came upon on Old Ralston Road.  
It seems a Waste Management truck that was backing up crashed 
with a full-size GMC pickup.  The driver of the garbage truck 
refused treatment, but the driver of the pickup was transported to 
the hospital by ambulance with non-life threatening injuries.  
 

 
Kevin Bouton and Paul Stanphill get vehicle information and put oil dry down on 

some spillage. 
 

 
The passenger side of the pickup was totally smashed.  Luckily there was no 

passenger, or the outcome of this accident would have been different. 

 
July 20, 2

nd
 Accident  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

Just as trucks were being released 
from the accident on Old Ralston 
Road, the tones went off for another 
accident.  
This accident was at the intersection 
of County Line Road and McCurry 

Road.  A Chevy Cavalier and a Nissan pickup had crashed at the 
intersection sending the pickup on its side.  The driver of the 
Nissan was transported by ambulance to the hospital.  The other 
driver and passengers signed releases. 

 

 
The Nissan pick-up ended up on it’s side. 

Multi-Victim Accident  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
July 24, Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to a mutual aid call to 
Loves Park for an accident in front of the Forest Hills Lodge on 
Hwy 173 near the corner of Forest Hills Rd.  Its seems the driver 
of a S10 pick-up collided with a GMC Sierra with a driver and 4 
passengers.  React and Lifeline Helicopter were both landed in a 
nearby field and transported two 
of the victims with life-
threatening injuries.  The other 
four victims were transported by 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire and Metro 
Ambualances to local hospitals.   

 

Right, H-R Firefighter Shannon Burbach 

made quick work on extricating a victim 

in the Sierra. 
 

 
The S10 pickup sustained heavy front end damage. 

 

 
Firefighters and Paramedics finish extricating one of the victims from the badly 

damaged Sierra pickup. 
 

 
Security and workers from the Lodge and the Speedway make a wall to block the 

view of all the partygoers and race fans that had gathered in the parking lots. 
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                  07/19/04 Hwy 251 & Elevator Rd.                                                   07/19/04 4860 Hononegah Rd.                                                 07/10/04 518 Pin Oak    
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Tid Bits on Safety!    

 

By Captain Kirk Wilson- Health & Safety Officer 
 
 

Auto Accidents 

When responding to auto accidents, keep these things in mind: 
 
 

EMS: Upon arrival, scene safety is first priority. Look for 
dangers such as leaking fuel or downed power lines. Make sure 
you don't become a victim. If your scene is safe, start your triage 
procedures. Find out quickly how many patients we have and the 
severity of their injuries. This allows the incident commander to 
call for more resources if necessary. Remember, clear the scene 
of any "walking wounded". Move them to a safe area for further 
treatment. Clear bystanders of the scene as well. We understand 
they want to help, but they may make the scene difficult by 
being "in the way".  Access vehicles by using all openings. "Try 
before you pry". Check all doors before calling for extrication. 
Quick access means quick patient care. Paramedics, use EMT’s 
for basic care. Don't commit yourselves on basic patients. Your 
skills may be needed for patients requiring advanced trauma 
care. When inside vehicles with patients needing extrication, 
patient care and fire personnel safety is the number one 
priorities. Cover the patients and yourself with a protective 
covering. Stay in constant communication with the patient and 
explain the sounds they are hearing. This will lower their anxiety 
level and make your job easier. Quick access and removal will 
play an important part in the patient’s final outcome. Remember 
the "Golden Hour". 
 

 

Fire: Once again, scene safety is our priority. Direct traffic away 
from the scene of the accident.  Position apparatus where the 
scene itself will not be affected by traffic. We don't want our 
emergency personnel at risk of another accident. Assess the 
scene for further hazards.  Fire officers - do a walk around the 
scene. Carry a fire extinguisher (dry powder) with you when you 
are conducting your assessment. Fuel leakage at the scene 
requires us to pull a hose line. Assist with moving bystanders 
and "walking wounded" away from the danger zone. Fire in the 
danger or hot zone is always a possibility so always wear your 
full protective gear. Be ready for the worst.  
 

Extrication Crews: Same as before, scene safety is a priority. 
Officers, conduct and complete your assessment of the scene. 
Make sure the vehicle is stable before committing medical or 
fire personnel inside the vehicle. Make your action plan and start 
your rescue efforts. Always try to be a step ahead and have a 
back up plan ready. In addition to full protective gear, 
extrication crews should have proper eye protection. You won't 
be doing the rescue effort any good if you become a victim. 
When you are finished using tools, move them out of the hot 
zone. Reducing trip hazards makes everyone's efforts easier. 
After returning to the station, make sure all tools are maintained 
and full of fuel. Check oil on all hydraulic tools after use. Be 
ready for the "next one". 
I hope these tips will help all of us be better prepared in the 
future. The community is counting on us in their time of crisis. 
Don't make their emergency our emergency. Stay Safe.  

. . . Captain Kirk Wilson 

More Accidents. . .  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
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Car Fire  Photo by Chief Oscar Presley 

 

     August 3, Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to a report of a possible 
car fire at Hwy 251 and West Lane.  Harlem-Roscoe Fire Prevention 
inspector Jerry Lindsay was passing the scene at the same time and 
radioed in that the front engine compartment was on fire.  Fire units 
arrived and quickly had the fire out.   
 

 
Ryan Alms makes quick work on putting the fire out. 

 

Washer Fire  Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

     July 22, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters responded to 11475 N. 
2nd at the Physicians Immediate Care for a possible fire.  The 
employees reported they could smell something burning and 
could see smoke in the basement.  The building was evacuated 
and the employees were all outside when fire units arrived.  The 
basement was searched and the culprit found.  It seems a belt on 
a washer in the basement was burning.    
 

 
Jill Evans checks out washer that was found to be the culprit. 

 

Employees line up to get back in the building as firefighters come out. 

 

Summer – It’s Finally Here! 
By Debbie Rykowski 
 

     Well here it is folks; the “Dog Days of Summer” have finally 
arrived in our area.  Everyone is hurrying to fit in their last 
picnics and trips to the Dells or Magic Waters before school 
starts.  Depending who you talk to, this has been a great summer 
for crops and plants, a terrible summer for boating and water 
skiing, and a mediocre summer for fun-in-the-sun activities.  
Let’s keep it a safe summer and enjoy what’s left of it! 
 

Camping Safety Tips 

It is a beautiful time of year for camping – what a wonderful 
way to wrap up your summer fun by camping out in a tent with 
family and friends?  There is nothing like the fresh smell of pine 
trees, a nice cozy campfire, making s’mores and telling ghost 
stories is a great way to enjoy summer with family and friends!  
Here are a few simple steps to help make your camping trip fun 
and enjoyable and a wonderful memory! 
 Use flame retardant tents and sleeping bags if possible, but 

always be careful and practice safety with flames around 
tents and bags. 

 Keep stoves, lanterns and candles out of tents to prevent the 
risk of them being tipped over and causing a fire. 

 Place campfires and stoves away from tents or sleeping gear 
and keep the fire downwind.  Winds can blow up when least 
expected and send sparks onto your tent or camping gear. 

 Don’t smoke cigarettes, pipes or cigars near sleeping bags.  
You may fall asleep with them in your hand and cause a 
smoldering fire to begin. 

 When using flammable liquids at your campsite, always be 
sure to transport them in the proper safety container, keep 
them capped, do not place them in your tent or an enclosed 
area and keep them away from curious children. 

 Do not allow horseplay around tent stakes and fire pits – 
this can lead to falls and trips, causing injuries such as 
sprained or broken ankles or burns if someone falls into a 
fire pit. 

 Always stack your extra wood upwind and away from your 
fire pit and be watchful for overhead branches or possible 
wires that may catch on fire. 

 Always keep a bucket of water and a shovel nearby.  To 
extinguish the fire, cover with dirt or pour water over it. 

 When camping in forest preserves or state parks, be 
watchful of the burn conditions posted in the park.  These 
postings are for your safety and the safety of others around 
you.  It only takes a spark to start an entire forest on fire, 
damaging property and killing animals and possibly people 
around you. 

 Never use your campfire to burn garbage or other items.  
Some items contain compressed gases that may explode, 
injuring you and others around you or spreading the fire 
uncontrollably.  Additionally, many materials used today are 
made up of chemical compounds which, when exposed to 
fire, may give off noxious fumes which could hurt you and 
your loved ones. 

We encourage you to get out and enjoy the rest of summer and 
have a fun – but please remember to always practice safety – we 
want you, your friends and family around to enjoy the upcoming 
winter!!  Once again – get out and have an enjoyable and SAFE 
SUMMER! 
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By Captain John Presley – Training Officer 
 

     The tower is completed. We have currently scheduled several 
training sessions for our instructors with operating and to 
become comfortable in using these items. We will be scheduling 
training at the tower as soon as we become proficient. 
      Firefighter II class is resuming Aug 22 at noon, we have 
several applications for new firefighters and they will be 
participating in this class also. We are looking for assistance in 
teaching some of the classes and practical evolutions if you are 
interested, contact Lt Shoevlin. Just a reminder to those enrolled 
in Firefighter II, you have 2 years to complete all practicals and 
testing. (Not our rules –OSFM rules).      
      If you are interested in taking outside classes, please fill out 
request form located in mail box outside training library then 
slide it under the door. We would like 30 days     
    Open house for the training tower will be Sept 18th and help 
will be needed in the preparation for the event and doing 
evolutions for the public.           
 

Training Drill Nights  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

Water Drafting 

Training      

August 27 and Sept 3rd 
training was water 
drafting for half of the 
fire personnel.  A 
folding tank was set up 
and crews were timed at 
how fast they could set 
their truck up to draft.   
 

Left, Lt. Tom Aaker, Chad 

Radke, and Jill Evans ready 

the folding tank for the 

exercise. 
 

 

Brad Knipp, Lt. Bruce Jurgens, and Jeff Morris worked well as a team to set up 

706 to draft from the folding tank 

 

 

 

 

Boat Safety Awareness 
 

The other half of the personnel 
went down to Riverside Park with 
the boats for training. 
 
Pictures left and below, Jimmy Johnson 

goes over water safety guidelines and 

operating procedures. 

 
 

 
 
 

Water Rescue Dog Training  Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 

Illinois/Wisconsin Search and Rescue K-9, 'Beck" eagerly searches where his 

trainer points. 
 

     August 1, Harlem-Roscoe Fire and South Beloit Fire teamed 
up for some water rescue/recovery training at Lake Victoria in 
South Beloit. The Illinois Wisconsin Search and Recovery  
Team were also on scene with trainers and search dogs.  The two 
fire department’s firefighters took turns taking different search 
dogs out in boats for some real training. 
 

Trainings 
 

 Mandatory EMS Skills Evaluations – August 26th                         
See Lt. John Bergeron if you have any questions. 

 Sign up Sheet at Station One for Water Rescue Boat 
Operators Training Course. 

 Instructors Meeting – Monday  August 9 
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Happy Birthday 
 

 
Happy 30

th
 Birthday 

Nikia Alexander 

August 8
th

 
 

 
 

Happy 30
th

 Birthday 
Jeff Morris 

August 9
th

 
 

 

 
 

70
th

 Birthday Party 

 

 
     Harlem-Roscoe Fire Prevention 
inspector Bob Schoonover enjoys some of 
his birthday cake with his little brother, 
Deputy Chief Richard Schoonover at his 
big birthday bash his wife Shirley threw 
for him July 8 at Leland Park 
. 

New Grand puppy 
  

  
Paramedic Mike Powell and his daughter Audra 

show off her new puppy Maddy. 

 

Thank You  

 
 

Lifeline Ambulance Paramedic Amie Bacino 

presents Trustee Jim Burdick and Chief 

Oscar Presley with a thank you plaque. The 

department donated funds for their trip to 

Honduras.   
 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

 

 August 2 – October 20 Rockton Road at 
Willowbrook Road will be closed for 
construction. The I-90 on and off ramp at 
Rockton Road will also be closed. 
 

September 10-12th - The Roscoe Fall 
Festival is fast approaching. The department 
will have a tent at the festival selling raffle 
tickets as well as “Taco in a Bag”.  All fire 
personnel are highly encouraged to work at 
least one shift during the fair. This is a big 
PR event for the department and a great time 
for the residents of our district to meet the 
firefighters. There will be a signup sheet at 
Station One. 
 

Sunday the 12th - There will also be a full 
dress blue group picture taken before the big 
parade at Station One.  
 

September 18th - Public Open House at the 
new burn tower.  More info to come next 
month.  
 

September 19th  - Department Picnic.  More 
info to come next month. 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
 
 

August 

 

7th            Tom Lake 
8th             Kirk Wilson 
                 Nikia Alexander   30

th
  

9th             Jeff Morris  30
th

 

10th           Chaplain John Heins 
14th            Tim Schrader 
21st            Bruce Jurgens 
22nd           Brad Knipp 
25th            Dona Zopp 
27th            Mike Sherbon 
28th            Keith Lincoln 
 

September 
 

3rd              Ramona Baldoni 
12th             Bart Munger 
13th             Marty Green 
                   Mike Powell 
14th             Amber Drost  25

th 
21st             Lavern Sarver 
23rd             Deb Rykowski 
28th             Chaplain Jim Cole 

  

 

        Total Calls 

 

                           July   2004 
 

        Medicals -     90     598       

        Accidents -    21     101      

        Fires -             7       79      

        Misc. -           12     138      

      Total             130    916  

 

 

September Breakfast Crew 

There will be no breakfast crew for 
September.  This is the same morning 

as the fall festival parade.  There will be 
donuts and coffee though at Station 

One. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a 

monthly newsletter produced by the 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire Protection 

District.  The paper is written and 

assembled by Photographer Sheryl 

Drost, final edit by Chief Oscar 

Presley, and printed by Premier 

Printing in Machesney Park.  The 

newsletter is available at Station 

One - 10544 Main Street in Roscoe 

and on the department’s website 

wwwharlemroscoefire.com after 

the second Sunday of each month. 
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Collapse Rescue Training 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

     Drill night training on July 6 and 13 
was also on technical rescue.  July 6 was 
classroom.  July 13, firefighters were 
able to use a home under demolition for 
some real live training.  The scenario - a 
tornado had struck the area and collapsed 
a home.  It was now up to the firefighters 
to use their training and play out a real 
rescue.   
 

The home was bulldozed to look like a tornado had 

blown through. 
 

 
Instructors for the drill were Scott Fisher Marty 

Schoonover, Greg Snow, and Chris Scott. 

 

Captain Mike Drost was IC and takes a report from 

an excited neighbor (played by Instructor Marty 

Schoonover) that he believes a family of four is 

buried in the building.  
 

Captain Tim Schrader and Chris Scott look for 

victims during the initial searches. 

Lt. Jay Alms looks through debris for the victims. 

 

 

A broken utility pole found nearby was used as a 

brace. 
 

A victim was found and this crew worked together to 

pull him out. 
 

 
Another ‘victim’ was found buried under debris with 

electrical wires all around. 
 

After the electricity was cut, Jim Daughenbaugh 

clears debris around the victim. 
 

After all the debris was cleared, the victim is placed 

in a stokes basket. 
 

One of the victims is carried to an ambulance. 

 
Lt. Bob Hamilton releases the stabilizer that was 

used to hold debris up during the rescue. 
 

Marty Green secures the ladder as Brian 

Archambeau tries to get high enough to safely see 

inside the collapsed second floor. 
 
Disclaimer:  No humans were used as victims or 

injured in this exercise.  The department’s rescue 

mannequins were used as victims.  
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Stateline Technical Rescue Team 
 

     What would happen if a tornado leveled homes in Roscoe, 
burying residents under debris?  Or an accident on a bridge in 
South Beloit leaves a semi dangling over the bridge with the 
driver still inside?  Or workers digging a trench in Rockton get 
buried by dirt?  Would the local fire department be trained and 
have enough equipment to rescue these victims?  The answer is 
YES!  Not only do the individual departments do their own 
extensive training, but they are also a part of a bigger team when 
extraordinary technical rescue is needed.  The “Stateline 
Technical Rescue Team” can be activated immediately if needed 
through the local MABAS system.   
     “The Stateline Technical Rescue Team started in 1996 as a 
partnership between the City of Beloit, Town of Beloit, and the 
City of South Beloit.” explains Scott Fisher from South Beloit 
Fire. He continues, “Today we have ten fire departments in three 
counties including Rock, Walworth, and Winnebago.  These 
departments include: City of Beloit, Town of Beloit, Town of 
Turtle, Clinton, Sharon, Fontana, Janesville, Harlem-Roscoe, 
Rockton, and City of South Beloit.  This arrangement allows 
pooling of resources and elimination of any duplication of 
efforts.  Financially speaking these smaller departments could 
not provide this level of protection by themselves. 
     We have highly-trained personnel and equipment for rope 
rescue, slope evacuation, confined space, trench rescue, 
excavation, and structural collapse.  Currently we have four 
equipment trailers including: two black for rope/confined space 
rescue, one white for collapse/heavy rescue, and one red for 
trench/excavation.  The team trains four hours per month on 
Saturday mornings from 8am to noon”  
     Harlem-Roscoe Fire Lt. Bob Hamilton adds, “Harlem-
Roscoe’s support roll to Stateline is on the trench rescue, 
MABAS alarm side. Our equipment can also be utilized for 
structural collapse.  We also have confined space, low angle, and 
some high angle equipment.” Lt. Hamilton, Aaron Miller, Chad 
Radke, Ramona Baldoni, and Jimmy Johnson have been active 
in the monthly trainings of the team, but the trainings are open to 
all firefighters on the department. 
  

  

One of the Stateline Tech’s monthly trainings last year was a practical training 

using the trench rescue equipment. 
  

  

Trailer & Equipment 
 

  
     The ‘red’ equipment trailer (pictured above) is housed at 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Station #1. Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
recently purchased this larger 20ft. Timberwolf Cargo 
Trailer to replace the original trailer the team had outgrown. 
The new trailer has a maximum axel weight of 5200 lbs.  
Some of the equipment contained in the trailer: “Portable 
trench box, Fin Form, pneumatic struts (Prospan and Air 
Shore struts pictured below), portable gas generator, 
shovels, folding ladder, air cart (2, 4500psi bottles), 2-200 
ft. umbilical air supply lines, personal harnesses for high, 
low angle, and confined space, confined space tripod, 
wench, Rit kit, ropes and webbing, carabineers, figure ‘8’ 
ascenders, SCBA’s, hard hats, stokes stretcher, gloves, and 
safety glasses.” 

 

  
 

New Pickup 

  
     To pull the technical rescue trailer the department uses its 
new 2004 Ford F250 SD Heavy Duty 4x4 Pickup with crew 
cab and towing package.  The truck is a 5-speed Automatic 
with a 6.0 liter V8 Diesel Engine.  The pickup is also used to 
transport fire personnel and is used quite often by the Fire 
Prevention Division.  
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Presidents Visit 
By Chief Oscar Presley 
 

     I received an invitation to welcome President Bush at his visit 
to the Northeastern Illinois Public Safety Training Academy.  
Twenty acres of the now defunct naval air base were donated for 
this training center.  There are a couple large hangers and 
buildings for classroom training.   
     I got there early and they parked me up close. I got a tour of 
the training facility and then they asked for my ticket to see the 
president.  What ticket?  They informed me that I was to go ½ 
mile to a shopping center and get a ticket.  After finding the 
shopping center and getting my ticket, then I had to find parking, 
ride a bus, and I was back where I started.  But now there was a 
long line, several people wide, and it was hot.  Several semi 
refrigerator units were called in to cool the large hanger.   
     Several thousand people including fire and police were on 
hand.  I was given a V.I.P gold ticket to join the group on stage 
behind where the president would be speaking.  We waited 2 
hours for his arrival and then he spoke for about 30 minutes.  
Security was tight and I was given the wand after removing my 
belongings. Also no pictures were allowed from where we were 
sitting until the speakers were done. (Too late)  The Kirkland 
Fire rescue truck was on display inside the hanger along with a 
police vehicle. I left home at 10am and got back home at 8pm 
after a traffic nightmare.  

  
Chief Presley was able to snap a shot of the president after his speech, although 

it is a little blurry.  ☺ 

  

National Night Out  Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 
 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire 

Captain Tim Schrader( at 

the controls on the truck), 

takes  Firefighter Chris 

Scott, Machesney Park 

Mayor Linda Vaughn and 

Winnebago County Lt.  

Steve Kudzma 100 ft. up in 

the bucket on the 

department’s aerial.  The 

truck was on display during 

the National Night Out 

celebration at the 

Machesney Park Village 

Hall.  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Gas Masks  Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

  
Jill Evans, Paul Stanphill, and Captain Kirk Wilson take a look at one of 

the new masks as they unload all the boxes from the suburban. 
 

     The APR masks have arrived. All Harlem-Roscoe 
Firefighters will soon be fitted with their individual mask.  
The APR masks are being made available through money 
funneled through the Illinois Terrorism Task Force. The ITTF 
received a grant from Homeland Security to acquire the 
masks.  The ITTF has purchased a PPE for every firefighter, 
police officer, EMS worker, and emergency manager in the 
state to be equipped with an APR mask and filter.   
MABAS is responsible for distribution to the 40,000 plus 
firefighters in the state. 
     Each firefighter will be provided: a protective mask, a 
NIOSH approved CBRN (Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
and Nuclear) filter in a sealed container, a training filter, a 
protective clamshell for their mask, and a carrying bag to hold 
all of the above.  Also, provided at no cost are spectacle kits, 
less lenses.  The value of the assigned free PPE equipment is 
approximately $227 per individual. 
     The military specification masks and canister system are 
intended to be used when chemical/nuclear remnants and/or 
other non-conventional threat risk factors may be present on 
the incident scene. The military specification mask will 
provide the user respiratory protection in or around a 
contaminated area for a sustained period of time. Conversely, 
a SCBA has a limited air supply time requiring the user to exit 
a contaminated area normally in less than thirty minutes. 
Contaminated areas will require an existing decontaminating 
line, with attendants who will need to have the sustained time 
line that the military masks will provide. In a similar fashion, 
search and rescue activities in a contaminated area will also 
require a sustained capability, which traditional SCBA's will 
not provide. 
     Lt. Bob Hamilton attended the necessary training so 
Harlem-Roscoe could receive the masks. And he will be in 
charge of the fit testing and distribution. 
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Cub Scout Day Camp  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

     July 28, a crew of Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters, EMS, and Fire 
Prevention personnel spent most of the day at Kieselberg Park with the 
Cub Scouts during their day camp.  The boys went through the smoke 
house, sprayed water from the fire house, and checked out fire gear. The 
ambulance and a fire truck were also there.  All had a great time. A big 
thank you to the following fire personnel for taking time to help for the 
day:  Fire Prevention personnel Lt. Bill Sabin, Jerry Lindsay, Chuck 
Severson, and Jim Cole.  Ambulance crew - Paramedics John Presley 
and Bill Schieder. Also fire personnel Lt. Don Shoevlin, Jill Evans, Paul 
Stanphill, and Ryan Alms.   

 

   
Left, Paramedic John Presley shows scouts the ambulance in the back as Cub 

Scout Tyler Ellinger was all excited to be geared up for a picture with firefighter 

Paul Stanphill.  Right, Cub Scout Adam Zacharuk takes a lesson on the hose line 

from Firefighter Jill Evans. 
 

    
Left, Lt.Sabin shows a group of scouts stove safety in the smoke house. Right, 

Jerry Lindsay helps a cub scout climb out the window of the smoke house 
 

How to Resolve Disagreements in Your Life 

 

    Whenever you become involved in a confrontation, it’s best to allow 

yourself some time to really think about all sides of the situation.  

Before becoming defensive, give yourself the opportunity to be 

receptive.  Remember that all problems have more than one answer; 

there are always extenuating circumstances for everyone to consider.  

Be willing to listen; be open to the possibility that things can be worked 

out, because you can reach a compromise out of any conclusion.  

Before you enter into a major debate, take time to compose your 

thoughts and feelings. Realize that anything and everything in life has 

its own unique perspective, and before you jump to any conclusions, it’s 

important to allow yourself the time to completely understand. 

- Deanna Beisser 

 

 

WWhheerree  iinn  tthhee  WWoorrlldd  ……   

……aarree  tthhee  rreeaaddeerrss  ooff  TThhee  FFiirreehhoouussee  NNeewwss????  

  

     Stopped back in to say Hi and 
visit while I am home from 
Ireland. Had to prove Dave Doyle 
does have a sister.  I hope he 
remembers to wear his old “FNG” 
hat!  I read the newsletter on the 
website every month in Ireland 
and I love to see the pictures of 
you guys and especially to read 
the station gossip!  But it’s better 

to see everyone in person.  I would like to thank you guys for the med 
runs to my parent’s house.  It’s nice to know you’re so close when I 
am so far away.  Also a special thanks to Kirk Wilson for taking a 
little extra time at the hospital convincing my son Shane he hadn’t 
killed his cousin Patrick in the go-cart accident.  We laugh about it 
now but he really was scared at the time.        . . . Sheri (Doyle) Keenan 
 

     We want to hear from more of you readers out there – whether 

someone sends you a copy of the newsletter or you read it on the 

website, we want to know who and where you are.  Take a picture 

and write a hello or just send an email telling us who you are and 

where you live and if you have  

 
 

Chaplains Corner 
By Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

It is just us old-timers who will remember it, but 

the disastrous Our Lady of Angels School fire of 

December 1, 1958 will forever be etched in the 

memories of pupils who survived, parents, 

firefighters, teaching nuns, and others who were 

directly involved. Built in the early decades of the 20th century, Our 

Lady of Angels School was made of wood and plaster, in the days 

before steel and concrete. There was no sprinkler system and few fire 

doors.  

     The fire, which started in the basement, traveled up the stair well 

to the second floor. Dense smoke and fire took the lives of 92 

elementary school children and three nuns.  There was a delay in 

getting the alarm to the fire department, and they were given the 

wrong address!  It was devastating to the fire fighters to not be able 

to get to and save more children.   

     In 1958, there were no counselors to help the children and their 

parents deal with the disaster.  And, there were no fire chaplains for 

the fire fighters.  Today, more than 40 years later, both fire fighters 

and people who were the surviving students, have flashbacks that 

take them right back to the awful day, and the weeks that followed.  

     I tell this story because I know that, especially fires that take lives, 

and fatal accidents, can and do affect fire and EMS personnel with 

what is known as PSTD, Post Traumatic Stress Disorders. (Combat 

personnel suffer the same thing.)  Emergency people are not as tough 

as they thin.  They think they can just suck it up and keep going on.  

     Chaplain John Powell and I have had training in CISM (Critical 

Incident Stress Management), and have access to the Blackhawk 

CISM teams that can come, as their own expense, to help emergency 

personnel deal with their feelings about such situations. And, 

personnel spouses, a word for you.  If your husband or wife comes 

home from an incident, and they don't act normal - are edgier than 

normal, have restless sleep, snap back at you (at least more than 

normal!) - give me a call.  They can use the help.  

     By the way, I got the information about the fire from the book, "To 

Sleep with Angels."  It is a great book, and I will loan it to anyone 

who wants to borrow it.  
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Station Funnies 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Gilligan and the Skipper too… 

 

 

 

Cowboy and his buddy Dino! 

 

 

Station Gossip  by Sheryl Drost 

 

 There is a reward for finding Neil Roe’s car keys.  Last 
seen when Neil jumped into Lake Delavan. 

 Key problems must run in the family. Neil’s Uncle, 
Captain Mike Drost has had to have his spare truck key 
brought to him twice in the last month. 

 Hey Cowboy, can you hear me now? 
 When former firefighter Sherry (Doyle) Keenan was in to 

visit she thought Jim Daughenbaugh was John Morgan.  
Hmmm Daughenbaugh – Morgan…Hmmm…don’t see it. 

 Morrison, Morrison, Morrison. . . No way! 
 Hey Joe, feeling a little washed out Tuesday.  Your wife 

said she will gladly wash your clothes…you don’t have to 
ride your motorcycle in the rain to do it. 

 Lifeline Paramedic Chris Conan has moved back.  Well, 
his last name isn’t really Conan, but since he resembles 
the star, we kind of labeled him with the name.  Now we 
can’t think of his last name, so we just call him Conan.   

 

Travel Agent 
     A travel agent in Washington for thirty years believes he 
has an answer as to why this country is in trouble! Consider 
these examples: 
 I had a New Hampshire Congresswoman ask for an aisle 

seat so that her hair wouldn't get messed up by being near 
the window.   

 A senior Vermont Congressman called, furious about a 
Florida package we did. I asked what was wrong with the 
vacation in Orlando. He said he was expecting an ocean-
view room. I tried to explain that is not possible, since 
Orlando is in the middle of the state. He replied, "Don't lie 
to me. I looked on the map, and Florida is a very thin 
state!"  

 I got a call from a lawmaker's wife who asked, "Is it 
possible to see England from Canada?" I said, "No." She 
said, "But they look so close on the map." 

 A Senator's aide called to inquire about a trip package to 
Hawaii. After going over all the cost info, she asked, 
"Would it be cheaper to fly to California and then take the 
train to Hawaii?" 

 I just got off the phone with a freshman Congressman 
who asked, "How do I know which plane to get on?" I 
asked him what exactly he meant, to which he replied, "I 
was told my flight number is 823, but none of these darn 
planes have numbers on them.  

 A New Mexico Congresswoman called to make 
reservations. "I want to go from Chicago to Rhino, New 
York." The agent was at a loss for words. Finally, the 
agent said,” Are you sure that's the name of the town?"  
"Yes, what flights do you have?" replied the lady. After 
some searching, the agent came back with, "I'm sorry, 
ma'am, I've looked up every airport code in the country 
and can't find a Rhino anywhere. "The lady retorted, "Oh, 
don't be silly! Everyone knows where it is. Check your 
map!" The agent scoured a map of the state of New York 
and finally offered, "You don't mean Buffalo, do you?" 
"That's it! I knew it was one of those big animals!," she 
said. 

Now you know why Government is in the shape that it is! 


