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Fire Erupts at Gas Pump! 
 

December 22, a fire erupted at the gas pumps at the Road 

Ranger Gas Station at the corner of Hwy 173 and Hwy 251. 

Station attendants quickly pulled the emergency shutoff 

switch which stopped the fuel to the pump, and called 9-1-1. 

A static spark may have been the culprit.    . . . See more on page 2 
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Gas Pump Fire 
Story & Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

January 19, a worker for McClure Concrete was filling a plastic 

gas can at the Road Ranger on Hwy 251 and Ralston Road.  It 

seems he accidentally overfilled the can.  He then went to put the 

nozzle in his truck and a fire erupted, possibly from a static 

spark. A Road Ranger attendant acted very quickly and pulled 

the emergency gas shutoff to the gas pumps. The McClure 

worker started using fire extinguishers, but was unable to put out 

the fire. Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters arrived on scene and using 

fire extinguishers and hoses spraying foam, quickly had the fire 

extinguished.  Damage was contained to the pickup and one gas 

pump. Firefighters also built a dike to stop the water carrying the 

spilled gas from getting into nearby drains. Members of the 

Sheriffs Emergency Response Team (SERT) arrived to handle 

the cleanup of the gas.   

 

 

Lt. Tom Aaker and Brad Delmore use fire extinguisher to knock down the fire. 
 

 
Shannon Burbach and Jim Johnson finish hosing down the pickup. 

 

 
Firefighters Kevin Bouton, Ramona Baldoni-Lake, and Eric Wainright use straw 

and oil dry to create a dike to contain the gas laden water. 

Beware Of Static at the Gas Pumps 

www.cnn.com 

In recent years, there have been a number of fires at service 

stations caused by static electricity. While the incidence of such 

a fire is quite small when compared to the millions of times 

vehicles are refueled, people should be aware of this dangerous 

possibility.  

 

These fires can occur during the fueling of small containers in 

the bed of pickup trucks with bed liners or during the fueling of 

vehicles in extremely dry conditions. The general public should 

be aware that incidents of this nature have occurred with both 

plastic and metal containers. The plastic bed liner acts as an 

insulator. When the fuel flows into the container, static 

electricity is generated by the flow of the fuel through the hose 

or the movement of gasoline in the container. The bed liner 

isolates the portable container from the metal body of the pickup 

truck, thus allowing the charge to build and the container to hold 

the charge. When the fuel nozzle, which was grounded through 

the fuel dispenser, touches the container, a spark occurs. Under 

the proper conditions, a fire is then started. Similarly, a static 

charge on a person's clothing can ignite gasoline vapors while 

refueling a vehicle's gas tank. 
 

Fires involving plastic containers can be disastrous because once 

a fire starts; the container itself begins to melt and the fire 

spreads. Plastic, being made of non-conductive material, will 

hold the static charge instead of allowing it to bleed off to the 

ground as in the case of metal, which is conductive. 

 

Here are some precautions to take to help reduce the threat 
of this occurrence:  

 

• Only dispense fuel into an approved container and place the 

container on the ground during fueling.  

• Put the fuel nozzle in contact with the container before 

fueling begins and keep it in contact with the container until 

fueling is completed.  

• To reduce the threat of a static electricity fire during the 

refueling of a vehicle, it is recommended that you touch 

some type of metal as you exit the vehicle, such as the 

outside of the car door.  

• Another simple precaution is to not get back into your 

vehicle during refueling, as this can cause a build-up of 

static electricity. If you must re-enter your vehicle, 

discharge the electricity by touching some metal prior to 

picking up the fuel nozzle.   

 

 
It really did snow this month! 
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Pickup Truck Burns  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

January 9, a resident on Bauer Dr. saw his neighbor’s Ford 

pickup truck on fire and went into action. After notifying the 

neighbor, they pulled a garden hose across the street to fight the 

fire that had now spread to the front of the garage. Firefighters 

arrived on scene and finished extinguishing the fire. 
 

It is a possibility the truck fire may have been caused by the 

failure of a recalled cruise control deactivation switch – the fire 

started in that area. The owner is going to have his insurance 

adjuster look in to it.  (See the article to right on the recall) 
 

 
Firefighters finish extinguishing the fire in the cab of the truck. 

 

 
Firefighters Jim Johnson and Doug Wolfe check for fire extension on the garage.  

 

 
Fire Investigators Captain Mike Drost and Jim Johnson check out the engine 

compartment looking for any clues to the cause of the fire.  

Please Read This Ford Recall 
 

 (CNN) -- Below are details on 
the Ford vehicles with the 
cruise control deactivation 
switch that have been recalled 
and steps you can take if you 
are worried about your vehicle 
catching fire. 
 

Ford has recalled more than 1 

million vehicles in two recalls to 

replace the switch. The first 

recall was in May 1999, affecting 

279,000 Ford Crown Victorias, 

Mercury Grand Marquis and 

Lincoln Town Cars for model 

years 1992 and 1993. The 

second, issued in January 2005, 

affected 792,000 vehicles, 

including model year 2001 F-

Series Super Crews, 2000 Ford 

Expeditions and Lincoln 

Navigators, and 2000 F-150 

trucks. If you own one of these 

vehicles, you should contact your 

local dealership to disconnect and 

replace the cruise-control 

deactivation switch free of 

charge. 
 

A Ford document obtained by CNN shows the same or similar switch 

was installed in a total of 16 million vehicles. Those vehicles include: 

Lincoln Mark VII/VIII from 1994-1998, Ford Taurus/Mercury Sable 

and Taurus SHO 2.3 L 1993-1995, Ford Econoline 1992-2003, Ford F-

Series 1993-2003, Ford Windstar 1994-2003, Ford Explorer without 

IVD 1995-2003, Ford Explorer Sport/Sport Trac 2002-2003, Ford 

Expedition 1997-2003, and Ford Ranger 1995-2003. 
 

If your vehicle has NOT been recalled, safety experts say you can take 

your vehicle to your local Ford dealership and have the cruise-control 

switch disconnected at your expense. At the very least, experts 

consulted by CNN suggest that you park your vehicle away from your 

house.  

 

 

Trash Burns    Photo by Chief Presley 

 
January 1, a trash can at the BP Gas Station on Elevator Road 

was found on fire.  It is believed hot ashes or maybe a cigarette 

emptied from an ash tray may be the culprit.   
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Firefighters Save House From Fire 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

January 26, the resident at 14861 Willowbrook Rd came home to 

find her home full of smoke and a fire in her living room. 

Firefighters arrived quickly and were able to stop the fire’s 

progress before it took off into the walls and attic of the old 

balloon style home. Mutual aid was called with South Beloit Fire 

responding to the scene with one truck and Rockton Fire a truck 

for Change of Quarters at Station #1.  The fire was investigated 

and reported to be electrical. Winnebago County Animal Control 

was also called to the scene to help the residents check over all 

the family’s cats that were inside at the time of the fire.  

 

 
Lt. Tom Aaker heads into the smoke filled home. 

 

   
Left, firefighter Dan Borchardt uses a pike pole to pull walls in the burned area 

as right, firefighter Ryan Bussey removes insulation. 
 

 
Firefighter Jim Johnson investigated the fire and reports the cause of the fire 

as electrical.  
 

Telephone Box Burns 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

February 2, the fire phone started ringing off the hook with calls 

from motorists reporting a SBC telephone junction box was on 

fire.  White smoke was billowing out of the box when fire units 

first arrived.  Forcible entry was used by prying open the doors.  

Firefighters then used fire extinguishers on the fire.   

 
Chief Oscar Presley and firefighter Jon Pyzynski hit the fire with extinguishers 

after Captain Don Shoevlin pried the doors open. 
 

 
Firefighter Jon Pyzynski finishes extinguishing the fire on the other side after it 

was pried open too.   

 

Illegal Burning Complaints 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

Police were called to 

the corner of Old 

River Road and 

Gleasman Road three 

times this month for 

burning complaints.  

Each time they found 

a large pile of brush 

burning and called the fire department to extinguish it.  Above, 

firefighters from Harlem-Roscoe Fire and Rockton Fire worked 

together to extinguish the fire on February 6.  
 

A reminder to everyone – The police enforce all burning 

ordinances! So please, call the appropriate law enforcement 

agency if you have any illegal burning complaints. The police 

will then call the fire department if they deem it necessary.  
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From the Chief’s Desk 

 

Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell is sitting in for Chief Presley while he is on vacation. 
 

 I just returned from Station #3 and 

everything is taking shape. As of this time, 

all doors should be keyed the same – so 

your station key will fit all the outside 

doors. They are working on the electrical 

and the air drops to each truck station.  
 

If they keep going at this pace, we should be 

able to move back in the middle of the 

month. There will still be a lot of work to be done, but we believe 

they can work around the trucks. I know this will make the 

Station #3 firefighters very happy!  I don’t think they are going 

to miss running out of the “barn” as they call their temporary 

location. We really appreciate and wish to thank Moran 

Trucking for their kindness and generosity in letting us use one 

of their buildings for six months. 
 

The radio system is close to being changed completely over.  

Our new tack #2 frequency is now up and running, although 

some of our trucks do not have it yet – 743, 745, 764, and 765. 
 

You may have noticed on all the radios now have a V-Call and 

V-Call 1-4.  These channels are through the Illinois Terrorism 

Task Force and are used when we need to have communication 

with all the agencies – State, Police, Sheriff, etc.  . . . Ken O’Dell 

 

 

Chiefs Meet Govenor Blagojevich 

Illinois Govenor Rod Blagojevich poses with Harlem-Roscoe 

Fire Chief Oscar Presley and Blackhawk Fire Chief Harry 

Tallacksen.  The two Chiefs met the Govenor while he was in 

Rockford on a recent visit.   
 
 

************************************* 
 

The soul is dyed the color of its thoughts. Think only on those things 

that are in line with your principles and can bear the full light of day. 

The content of your character is your choice. Day by day, what you 

choose, what you think, and what you do is who you become. Your 

integrity is your destiny...it is the light that guides your way. 

            ~  Heraclitus, Greek Poet, Philosopher 

 

Construction Done – Almost! 
Photos by Chief Presley & Sheryl Drost 

 

 
This month saw the cement trucks back once again to pour the floor are of the 

new addition. 
 

 
All the heating and air conditioning units were installed. 

 
Chief Presley and Captain Sabin check for leaks in a pipe for the sprinkler 

system.  Captain Sabin has been on top of all the installations and inspections of 

the system.  

 
The new 4-bay addition really adds much needed space to the station 

. 

 
The Training Division is excited about the new indoor training facility added at 

the rear of the station. 
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Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter Dan Gunderson and his 

fiancée Alysa show off their new daughter – Kaitlynn 

Nichole Gunderson.  Kaitlynn was born January 6, 2006 

and measured in at 7lbs. 6 oz. and 18” long. Danny says 

big brother Bradley just adores her. It seems the night 

before Kaitlynn was born Danny was the one that went 

through the nesting ritual usually reported by moms. And 

Danny is quite the hands on dad! Congratulations Danny and 

Alyssa, she is adorable! 

 
 

 
 

Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter Neil Roe and his wife 

Carrisa pose with their new little guy - Isaac Bradley 

Roe.  Isaac was born February 7, 2006 and measured 

in at 7lbs. 3.5oz. and 19” long.  The last month of the 

pregnancy was a little rocky, but Isaac couldn’t be more 

perfect. Proud dad Neil already got into trouble at the 

hospital with walking around showing Isaac off – the 

babies have to be in their crib when outside the nursery. 

This little guy also makes Captain Mike Drost a Great Uncle! 

Congratulations Neil and Carrisa, he sure is a keeper! 

Station Visitors by Trustee Jerry Ocker 

 

My daughter Diana and husband Paul Sancya visited the fire 

station the day after Christmas.  We brought my granddaughter 

Lauren (5-1/2) and grandson Ian (1-1/2) to see the fire trucks and 

slide down the pole.  They live in the Detroit area where Diana 

works for General Motors and Paul is a photographer for the AP.  

His pictures sometimes appear in our local newspapers on news 

from the Detroit area.  He loves to cover sporting events.  There 

was one of his pictures in the paper recently covering the 

Michigan vs. Michigan State basketball game in Ann Arbor.  

The lucky guy got to cover the Super Bowl at Ford Field in 

Detroit this year, and he covered the Baseball All-Star Game in 

Detroit last summer. He also went down to cover the Hurricane 

Katrina disaster for 3 weeks last fall.       ….Trustee Jerry Ocker 
 

 
Paul took this picture of his two favorite subjects! 

 

Did you Know? 
• Our eyes are always the same size from birth, but our nose 

and ears never stop growing. 

• Almonds are a member of the peach family 

• Babies are born without knee caps. They don’t appear until 

the child reaches two to six years. 

• Cats have over 100 vocal sounds; dogs only have about 10. 

• Peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite! 

• There’s no Betty Rubble in the Flintstones Chewable 

Vitamins. 

• Your stomach has to produce a new layer of mucus every 

two weeks; otherwise it will digest itself. 
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Accidents  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

 

  
01/12/06 Alpine Rd. and Minahan Drive 

 

  
01/14/06 6440 Elevator Road – One Fatality 

 

  
01/19/06 Ralston Road & Queen Oaks Dr. 

 

     
  01/23/06 Mitchell Road & Hwy 173 – 1st Accident                                                            01/23/06 Mitchell Road & Hwy 173 – 2nd Accident 
 

   

02/04/06 5724 Elevator Road 
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Trustee’s Appreciation Dinner Photo Album     Photos by Sheryl Drost 

This year’s dinner was held on February 4, at the Hawksview Restaurant in Machesney Park.  
 

   
L-r, Trustees Bart Munger, Jim Burdick, and Jerry Ocker present Chief Oscar Presley with a service plaque for 40 years of service.. Deputy Chief Richard Schoonover, 

DC John Presley, Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell & DC Kirk Wilson were recognized as were Captains Mike Drost, Tim Schrader, and Don Shoevlin.  
 

   
L-r Lieutenants Tim Bergeron, Lavern Sarver, Aaron Miller, Chad Radke, John Bergeron, Jeff Ball, & Tom Aaker were recognized.  Lt. John Bergeron is sworn in as 

Acting Captain.  Lt. Tom Aaker receives the Firefighter Choice Award (this award is voted on by the fire personnel). 
 

   
L-r, Guy Stirts & Ron Klaman receive 15-year fire service pins; Jerry McCormick, Tom Aaker, Joe Quast, & Jim Daughenbaugh receive 10-year fire service pins; Bob 

Stark, Paul Stanphill, Mike Huffman, Neil Roe, & Chaplain Dr. Jay Carr receive 5-year fire service pins. 
 

  
L-r Andrew Willis, Eric Wainright, Don Fish, Clint Evans, Radi Huggard, & Kevin Keen receive 1-year fire service pins; Joe Koeninger, Tom Ricotta, Ryan Goode, 

Gina McCauley, Rob Lukowski, Cathy Dreye, Keith Sandberg, and Jordan Stark are recognized as new firefighters. 

 

     
L-r Mike Sherbon receives 15-year medical service pin.  Jerry McCormick and Jay Alms (not pictured) receive 10-year medical service pins. Mike Huffman, Chad 

Radke, Amber Aaker, & Jeff Morris receive 5-year medical service pins. Kevin Keen, Dave Doyle, Dan Borchardt, Mark Soppe, & Ron Klaman receive new EMT pins. 
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L-r, Joe Quast, Aaron Miller, & Jerry McCormick perform Color Guard duties for the evening.  Administrative Assistant Colleen Bloyer & Data Entry Secretaries 

Kelly Green & Dona Zopp were recognized.  Chief Presley presents an Appreciation Plaque to Moran Transportation owner Linda Voss for their kindness and 

generosity in letting the department use one of their buildings for our temporary station.   
 

  
L-r Fire Prevention Lt. Virgil Johnson, Captain Bill Sabin, Jerry Lindsay, Jim Cole, Shirley Schoonover, & Bob Schoonover were recognized as were Dispatchers Guy 

Stirts, Tracy Wilson, Jerry Lund, James Sutherland & not pictured Ami Rafferty, Harry Wagner, Bill Hyde, & Leah Montaya.   
 

  
L-r, Extrication team members Clint Evans, Aaron Miller, Mike Huffman, Ramona Baldoni-Lake, Tom Lake, Chad Radke, Jeff Morris, Radi Huggard, & Jim 

Daughenbaugh were recognized as were Lifeline Paramedics Bill Schieder, John Morgan, & Keith Lincoln.   

 

  
L-r, New parents Kevin & Ekmany Bouton, Alyssa & Danny Gunderson, Don & Melissa Fish, and  Elizabeth & Tom Ricotta play a game matching the baby pictures to 

the correct mom.  Newlyweds Dan &Rebecca Borchardt, Matt & Erin Lane, Tom & Ramona Lake, and Tom & Amber Aaker play a game of Newlywed Fear Factor. 
 

 

 

 

 

           

Most Fire Runs 
     

   1st  Place                2nd Place                3rd Place 

 

Most Medical Runs 
 

     1st  Place                2nd Place               3rd Place 

 

Station One Captain Mike 

Drost - 234 

Lt. Tom Aaker 

172 

Dave Doyle 

167 

Mike Morrison 

181 

Chris Kaiser 

127 

DC Kirk 

Wilson -102 

 

Station Two Captain Tim 

Schrader -146 

Brad Delmore 

129 

Mike Sherbon 

106 

Mike Sherbon 

170 

Mike Powell 

118 

Jim Johnson 

107 

 

Station Three Dan Borchardt 

87 

Eric Wainright 

85 

Troy Vail 

84 

Captain Don 

Shoevlin - 60 

Jeff Morris 

46 

Lt. Tim 

Bergeron 35 
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By Captain Don Shoevlin -Training Officer 
 

We will continue to make progress as 

we begin this new year of training. A 

training schedule will be posted at all 

stations quarterly. We will also be 

posting weekend trainings that will be 

held at HRFD. Please watch the 

communication board at Station #1 for 

posted announcements regarding outside 

trainings. On these announcements I 

will have a date posted that I need you to respond by. Outside 

training sheets must be filled out and turned in for proper credit 

to be given. Please also have your station Captains sign them. As 

the addition to Station #3 nears completion, we will once again 

be training at the tower – however it will be a work in progress 

for awhile.  I do feel we will have the tools needed to continue to 

train at a high level. As always, if anyone has any thoughts or 

suggestions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. Training is a 

group effort and we ALL play an important role in it. Thank you 

for the continuing support and effort.  
 

Training Night Snapshots 

Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

January 17th training was held at a 4-family apartment building 

and a house that are in the process of being demolished. Several 

scenarios of firefighters being trapped were executed. They 

busted through floors and walls to save themselves or rescue 

their fellow firefighter. And if any mistakes were made the 

rescuers became the victims and had to be rescued.   
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Mask Fit Test  Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 

February 7 all firefighters were tested that their SCBA mask fit properly.  This is 

done at least once a year. Above, Captain John Bergeron tests Mark Soppe. 
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             EMS Report 
                By Captain John Bergeron 
  

  

Our new ambulance, 1-C-39, has been put into 

service. I would like to extend a big thank-you 

for the personnel that helped put it into service 

and who were there when IDPH came to 

inspect it. It passed with just a couple of things 

that needed to be replaced. Please remember 

that the Med Bag and Oxygen Bag are to be 

kept in the compartment, and not left on the floor.  
 

 Once again the new 2006 Con Ed for the Jems articles are 

posted, they are worth 1.5 hours of CEU per article. Remember 

that no more than 25% of any given topic may count towards 

recertification. As far as the 30 hours that are given for being on 

an ambulance, I have heard that IDPH is phasing this out. So, do 

not count on the 30 hours when you recertify.  Please remember 

that all paperwork needs to be in the EMS office 60 days prior to 

you lapsing your license date as well as the child care form that 

needs to be signed. If you receive the form from the state in 

regards to the child care, make sure that the return address is 

NOT a PO Box; it is wrong. There should be a regular street 

address to return it to. I have the form if you do not receive one. 

This form is required to be returned to the state prior to them 

issuing your EMT license.   
 

 
The new C-39 is a 2006 Ford Medtech Ambulance 

 

CPR Awards 

 
Lt. John Bergeron and Lt. Tim Bergeron present April Cooper 

and John Donovan with certificates from the American Heart 

Association. The certificates recognize the duo’s life saving 

efforts during two different medical emergencies. All H-R 

firefighters are trained to do CPR and often help the EMT’s on 

medical emergency scenes.   
 

This month April and John put that training to use. John was at 

the theatre with his wife when a woman had a heart attack and 

April was at work when someone went down.  They both 

handled the emergency situating and performed CPR until 

rescue units arrived.  Good job, April and John! 

Ambulance Inspection by Sheryl Drost 
 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire took possession 

of a new 2006 Medtech Ambulance 

this month. January 31, Carol Bell 

from the Illinois Department of 

Public Health (IDPH) and EMS 

Coordinator Brad Smith from OSF 

Saint Anthony Hospital teamed up for 

the official inspection of the new 

ambulance.  Now, this is a serious inspection, and the two left no 

stone unturned.  They inspected the truck from top to bottom and 

checked off box after box on their checklist until they were sure 

the truck was properly stocked and everything worked like it 

was supposed to. 

  

Carol commented on how nice it is to have a good working 

relationship with the agencies in this district; that it sure makes 

her job easier.  Brad, who is a Paramedic that has spent many 

years in the back of an ambulance, commented that our new 

ambulance was sure, “Pretty”.  But, what excited him the most 

was that at 6 foot, he could stand up inside!  He said ambulances 

have come along way from when he started. Then they got 

telling stories with our Paramedics joining in on those early 

vehicles they used to carry patients to the hospitals in. It is truly 

amazing how times have changed! With the inspection over and 

the proper paperwork and tags in order, C-39 was officially put 

into service and is running lead ambulance out of Station #1. 

 

OSF EMS Coordinator Brad Smith and Carol Bell from IDPH went through the 

ambulance making sure it was properly stocked and that everything worked with 

Paramedics Jerry McCormick and DC Kirk Wilson. 
 

********************************************* 
 

Can you read this right the first time? 

 

1. The bandage was wound around the wound. 

2. The farm was used to produce produce. 

3. The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse. 

4. We must polish the Polish furniture. 

5. He could lead if he would get the lead out. 

6. The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert. 

7. A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum 

8. When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes. 

9. I did not object to the object. 

10. The insurance was invalid for the invalid. 
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Gone,   

But not forgotten   

 

Some people come into our lives,  

And quickly go. Some stay awhile and leave 

footprints in our hearts. And,  

We are never, ever the same. 
 

• Theresa Claire Morrison, mother to 

Firefighter Mike Morrison passed away 

January 27,2006 
 

Our deepest sympathies and prayers go 

out to Mike and his family.   
 

 

 

               Chaplains Notes 
                    By Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

      

My wife and I left on 

December 21 for an 

extended vacation.  Our 

first stop was Kansas 

City, to visit Betty's sister 

and mother.   That was 

fun, for not only did I get 

a wonderful wife, but also great in-laws, 

including a wonderful mother-in-law.  Then, 

we took Greyhound (we let them do the 

driving) to Colorado Springs, to spend a 

couple weeks with a daughter out there.  

Since she lives that far away, it was good to 

spend that time.  We got home on January 

13.  The trip was a distinct pleasure, but it 

was good to get back to my own bed. 
 

The next big thing on my calendar was the 

annual appreciation dinner.  I always look 

forward to that. It is satisfying and fulfilling 

to belong to a fire department, and 

especially Harlem-Roscoe.  This is the 

fourth department I have belonged to, and 

HRFD is tops. 
 

There was one word that was lifted up at the 

dinner, and that was "Commitment."  I think 

that that is one thing that makes our 

relationships work. Commitment is certainly 

essential in a marriage. It is great to be "in 

love”, but it is the commitment to the 

marriage that makes it work.  Commitment 

is the glue that holds a business partnership 

together.  Commitment is paramount to 

making our American way of life work.  

This means the commitment to vote, for 

instance. Commitment means to hang in 

there through hell or high water, when 

sometimes things seem to be falling apart. 
 

It made me feel good to see evidence on the 

part of fire fighters and EMS, as the various 

accomplishments of members who were 

recognized for their part in making Harlem-

Roscoe what it is were lifted up. Thanks for 

making me proud of our department.  

Station Tours 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

New 

Firefighter 

Class to Start  
 

 Harlem-Roscoe Fire Protection District is 

a volunteer fire department.  This means 

we rely on you, the members of our fire 

district to volunteer and respond in the 

event of an emergency. Our district covers 

approximately 90 sq. miles.  We have 

three stations – Station 1 on Main Street 

in Roscoe, Station 2 on Ralston Road in 

Machesney Park, and Station 3 on 

Willowbrook Road in Roscoe.  Volunteers 

respond to the station they live closest to.  
 

Volunteering gives a personnel 

gratification to know you are helping 

others in their time of need. Emergencies 

happen all the time: Days, nights, 

weekends, and holidays, so help is needed 

on all shifts. 

 

Any resident of our fire district willing to 

dedicate the necessary time that goes into 

learning what and how to do things in an 

emergency can become a Harlem-Roscoe 

Volunteer Firefighter.  

  

If you are interested in joining Harlem-

Roscoe, please call 815-623-7867.  The 

next class will start in February.  All 

applications need to be filled out in person 

at Station 1, located at 10544 Main Street 

in Roscoe.    
 

If you don’t volunteer, who will? 
 

 

Birthdays 
 
 

 

February 

  

10th        Neil Roe 

              Rob Gonia 

12th        Ken O’Dell  “60th” 
25th        Tom Ricotta 

 

March 
 

4th          John Donovan 

6th          Chaplain Jay Carr 

16th        Aaron Miller 

18th        Troy Vail 

21st        Mike Morrison 

22nd       Jay Alms 

23rd        Radi Huggard  ‘25th’ 
29th        Sheryl Drost 

 

 

 March Breakfast Crew 
 

John Donovan, Dave Doyle, Mike 

Drost, Clint Evans, Brad Delmore,  

Don Fish, & Rob Gonia. 

 

 
 

 

        Total Calls 

 

                           January   2006 
 

        Medicals -       115       
        Accidents -        13         
        Fires -                22        
        Misc. -               13       
      Total  Calls      163    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a monthly 

newsletter produced by the Harlem-

Roscoe Fire Protection District.   
 

Editor-in-Chief – Chief Oscar Presley 

Editor, Producer, Writer, & 
Photographer - Sheryl Drost 
 

Special thanks to this month’s 

contributing writers: Assistant Chief 

Ken O’Dell, Captain Don Shoevlin, Lt. 

John Bergeron, and Chaplain Jim Cole 

. 

Printer – Premier Printing 

The newsletter is available at 

Station One - 10544 Main Street in 

Roscoe and on the department’s

website www.harlemroscoefire.com

after the second Sunday of each 

month. 
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Station Gossip 
 

• If you asked Chief Presley when the construction at 

Station #3 would be done, his answer has been, “two 

weeks”: whether you asked him last month or today!   

• It seems Ramona was having quite a mixed up day.  

Example - every time she gave a mileage on a med run 

the numbers would be backwards. 

• At the awards banquet, I meant point your “certificates” 

up so the flash doesn’t bounce off it. 

• Shannon, are you now delegated to outside duty until 

you are cleared with the wife? 

• Mike Huffman and Jerry Lund were comparing things 

the other day and Mike’s is one inch bigger than Jerry’s 

– big screen TVs that is. 

• At a recent accident an eye witness was a horse in a 

nearby field.  I wonder if Joe could have translated. 

 

How to Stay Young by George Carlin  
 

1. Throw out nonessential numbers. This includes age, weight and 

height. Let the doctor worry about them. That is why you pay 

him/her.  

2. Keep only cheerful friends. The grouches pull you down. 

3. Keep learning. Learn more about the computer, crafts, gardening, 

whatever. Never let the brain idle. “An idle mind is the devil's 

workshop." And the devil's name is Alzheimer's. 

4. Enjoy the simple things.  

5. Laugh often, long and loud. Laugh until you gasp for breath. 

6. The tears happen. Endure, grieve, and move on. The only person 

who is with us our entire life, is ourselves. Be ALIVE while you 

are alive.  

7. Surround yourself with what you love, whether it's family, pets, 

keepsakes, music, plants, hobbies, whatever. Your home is your 

refuge.  

8. Cherish your health: If it is good, preserve it. If it is unstable, 

improve it. If it is beyond what you can improve, get help.  

9. Don't take guilt trips. Take a trip to the mall, to the next county, to 

a foreign country, but NOT to where the guilt is.  

10. Tell the people you love that you love them, at every opportunity.   
 

AND ALWAYS REMEMBER: Life is not measured by the 

number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our 

breath away. Stop a moment and look around you.   
                 ~ Thomas Carlyle 

 

 

Station Funnies 

 
Oxygen is standing by! 

 

 
Dear God, 

Please, make sure I do this right! 
 

 

Twins?  Nope,  

But what are the odds 

that brothers John and 

Tim Bergeron would 

show up at the 

Appreciation Dinner 

wearing the same outfit? 

 
 
 

 
Taken from actual patient charts! 
 

• She has rigors or shaking chills, but her husband states she 

was hot in bed last night. 

• The patient has been depressed since she began seeing me. 

• Discharge status: Alive but without permission. 

• The patient refused autopsy. 

• The patient has no previous history of suicides. 

• Between you and me we ought to be able to get this woman 

pregnant 

• She is numb from her toes down. 

• The skin is moist and dry. 

• Occasional, constant, infrequent headaches. 

• Patient was alert and unresponsive. 

• Rectal examination revealed a normal sized thyroid. 

• She state that she has been constipated for most of her life, 

until she got a divorce. 

• Patient has two teenage children, but no other abnormalities. 

Oscar predicts… 
31 

Snowfalls 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 left as of February 10! 
(I think the Chief is in a little trouble here…) 
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Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters Association’s 
 

Annual Fundraiser . . . 
 

 

 

SSPPRRIINNGG  
DDIINNNNEERR  

 

• April 1st, 2006 

• 5pm – 8:00pm 

• Adults – $8, Kids 12 and 
under - $4 ; Under 5 free 

• Harlem-Roscoe Station #1   
   @ 10544 Main St. in Roscoe 
 

Menu: Roast Beef, Ham, 

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, 

Vegetables, Cole Slaw,  Buns, 

Homemade Pies,    Coffee, and Milk. 
 

For carryouts & local deliveries: 

Call 623-7867 the day of the dinner. 


