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Fire breaks out the front and side of the home. 

 
 
 
 

 

              

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

Fire Destroys Home 
 

 

November 9, 2006 neighbors spotted smoke coming from a 
home on Love Road and called 9-1-1.  Firefighters fought 
hard, but the fire damage was extensive. 

                          See page 2 for more . . .

INSIDE: 
 

• Fire Destroys Home  ……….…. p. 2 & 3 

• House Fire ………….. . . . . . . . . . . .  p. 4 

• Shed Fire . . . . . . . . . . ……………….p. 5 

• Haunted Hayride  ……… ……….….p. 6 

• Accidents  ……………………  .. p. 8 & 9 

• Station Gossip …..…………...…..…p. 14 

Photo by Sheryl Drost 



Home Destroyed by Fire 
Story & photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

November 9, at about 9:15am, 
neighbors spotted smoke coming 
from a home at 11608 Love Road 
and called 9-1-1. Firefighters 
arrived to find the home was 
charged with smoke and when it 
was ventilated, the fire took over.   
 

Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson was 
Incident Command and immediately called for a MABAS Box 
12; it would reach the 4th alarm before the day was over. No one 
was home at the time of the fire and there were no injuries 
fighting the fire. It would be supper time before the fire was 
extinguished, overhauled, and investigated. 
 

The home is located in a non-hydrant area and tenders were 
needed to supply water to the attack truck. Several departments 
from northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin responded to 
shuttle water, help fight the fire, or cover one of Harlem 
Roscoe’s fire stations. Police closed down Love Road and 
tenders lined the road waiting to dump their loads of water.   
 

The OSFM Fire Investigator and the MABAS Fire Investigation 
Team investigated the fire scene.  The fire is under investigation 
and the cause is undetermined at this time. 
 

 
South Beloit Fire Chief Ken Morse had rear sector command as Captain Don 
Shoevlin and firefighters Ryan Goode and Chris Kaiser prepare to re-enter the 
burning building. 
 

 
Lt. Tom Aaker engineered the attack truck and kept water flowing to the hose 
lines on the fire scene. 

 
Firefighters work on venting the fire. 

 

 
Fire vented out the front and side of the house. 

 

 
Durand firefighters attack the fire from the front. 

 

 
Firefighters make entry into the second floor to fight the fire on the second floor 
after floors on the first floor gave way. 
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Lt. Jay Alms and Paul Stanphill hit hot spots on the first floor. 

 

 
Lt. Tim Bergeron engineered Engine 706 for water supply as the incoming 
tenders filled the folding tank. The home was in a non-hydrant area. 
 

 
Tenders from responding MABAS departments lined up on Love Road. 

 

  
Left, Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson had Incident Command. He had help from 
Rockton Firefighter Cory Magnusson. Right, Loves Park Fire Chief Phil Foley 
had front sector command. 
 

 
Lifeline Ambulance and Capron Fire Paramedics responded for the MABAS and 
ran the rehab area. 
 

 
Firefighters finish hitting hot spots on the second floor from the porch roof. 

 

 
North Park Fire Chief Steve Ferdinand and South Beloit Fire Chief Ken Morse 
check in with Incident Command Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson. 
 

 
Firefighters Christy Wilson, Jon Pyzynski, and Ryan Goode head back to the fire 
truck after they were released. 
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House Fire 

Story & photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

October 13, a contractor soldering pipe at a home on Wallace 
Drive was unaware a fire had started in the wall. Once it was 
realized there was a fire, he called 9-1-1. Firefighters arrived and 
had the fire extinguished quickly, but the bathroom wall and an 
exterior wall had to be opened up to get to the fire.  
 

 

Firefighter Tom Lake and Lt. Aaron Miller use axes to break into the outside 
wall to find the fire.  
 

 
Lt. Tim Bergeron sprays water into the wall that Tom and Aaron are opening up.  
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell and Gina McCauley help with the hose. 
 

  
Left, Jordan Stark uses an axe, and right Gina McCauley a maul to check for any 
further fire extension. 

 

Gina McCauley finishes putting out the fire in the opening Aaron and Tom made. 
 

 

Fire trucks line the road in front of the home. 
 

 

Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell checks for any fire extension in the bathroom wall. 
 

 

Lt. Aaron Miller and Jeff Morris help with picking up the hoses. 
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Shed Fire 
Story & photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

October 15, Firefighters broke away from all the fun at their 
Open House at Station Three and responded to a large shed fire. 
The fire was just up the road on Willowbrook. The shed and its 
contents were fully involved and a complete loss. The fire was 
stopped before any of the barns nearby caught fire. The cause of 
the fire is under investigation. 
 

 
Greg Zintak, Dan Borchardt, and Tom Ricotta attack the fire. 

 

 

Firefighters pull off the sheets of metal that once were the walls and ceiling. 
 

 

Foam was used to smother the fire after the building collapsed into a pile. 
 

  

Left, Greg Zintak and Dan Borchardt finish hitting the hot spots at right, Chris 
Kaiser works on overhaul. 

  

Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell and Engineer Brad Knipp can be seen wearing their 
dress blues on scene. Everyone had responded from the Open House. 
 

 

Chris Scott engineers 705 from the cornfield. 
 

Chimney Fire Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

October 25, firefighters removed a bird’s nest from a chimney in 
a home at 1216 Crystal Drive. The nest had caught fire after the 
residents built a fire in the fireplace.  
 

Stove Fire  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

11/7/06 Fire Chief Oscar Presley checks the oven to make sure 
the fire is out at a home on Straw Ln.  Bacon grease had caught 
fire in the oven; but the owner had the fire out before firefighters 
arrived. 
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Smoke Investigations 
Story & Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

Twice this month firefighters responded 
to the Hilander Store on Elevator Road 
for smoke investigations.  The first call 
was a Freon leak; the unit was shut off 
and a fan set up (left). The second call 
was for a motor on a heating unit on the 
roof that burnt out. Smoke had seeped 
into a bathroom vent on the second floor.  

 

 

The aerial was used to get firefighters on the roof to check heating units. 
 

 

Firefighters have also made a couple trips to Hardees for smoke investigations. 
Burnt out motors on heating and A/C units were the cause here too. 
 

ATV Accident 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

November 5, Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to an ATV accident 
at 2210 Manchester Road. Two teens were riding double when 
they flipped the ATV, injuring both girls. They were both 
transported to the hospital by ambulance. 
 

Haunted Hayride 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

The Haunted Hayride on Manchester Road was a busy place 
during October with wagon loads of riders being scared by all 
types of monsters from the manic doctor to the ghost horse rider.  
The hayride operated on the same property as the South Beloit 
Lion’s Haunted Barn and this year the hayride was operated by 
the Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters and the Roscoe Boy Scouts.   
 

 

Assist. Chief Ken O’Dell operates on his patient with the help of two Boy Scouts. 
 

 

Scary Lt. Aaron Miller has fun with some people on the hayride. 
 

 

Chief Oscar Presley was one of the monsters along the hayride route. 
 

 

The hit of the hayride was when the ghost horse and rider appeared.  Dan 
Borchardt and his wife Rebecca had a lot of fun with their horses. 
 
 



The Firehouse Scene – November 2006 

 7

From the Chief’s Desk 
By Chief Oscar Presley 
 

 Well, another month and almost a year 
has passed. I feel we have had a lot of 
progress this year.  But, it’s not over yet 
and we are still going ahead.  As you read 
this, your Board of Trustees have what I 
think is some great news in our apparatus 
area. The officers have also helped work 
on our new apparatus for you. We still 
have the Senior Thanksgiving Turkey 

Dinner on Thursday, November 16.  We can use some help from 
our firefighters that day. December brings the Needy Family 
Drive. Toys will need to be collected, bought, and wrapped.  
And I am sure you all have several parties to go to.  Don’t forget 
the firefighters children’s Breakfast with Santa on December 2. 
Good luck to the extrication team in Las Vegas at the National 
Extrication Competition.  Let’s all have a happy Thanksgiving!       
Oscar 
 

Retired Chaplain Recognized 
Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 
Chief Oscar Presley and Trustee Jerry Ocker pose with recently 
retired Chaplain Jim Cole and his wife Betty Lou. The 
department recognized Jim with a plaque for his service as 
Chaplain during the October Firefighters Association Meeting. 
 

Raffle Winners 

 

 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire won the afghan and firefighter Ron Gonia won the 50 
dollars in the Stateline Firefighter’s Memorial’s Raffle. Above, Dc John Presley, 
Chief Oscar Presley, DC Kirk Wilson,Captain Bill Sabin, and Lt. Virgil Johnson 
pose with the Stateline Memorial Committee member whose mom actually made 
the afghan. The flag afghan now hangs in the meeting room at Station One. 

                       

                     Chaplains Corner 
                           By Chaplain John Powell 
 

 

The holidays are upon us. The hustle and 
bustle is starting up in full swing. Everyone 
is getting ready for the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas celebrations. First of all let me 
say, I pray that you have a very safe and 
enjoyable time with both.  
 

This also brings us to the time of year that 
we hear more about those less fortunate 

than ourselves.  It’s not that they are not out there every other 
day of the year. It’s just that, maybe we are more in tune with 
looking to help them at this time of year. Maybe it’s that we are 
sometimes in a little nicer and more generous spirit. Last month, 
we were at the Memorial Service for Fallen Fire Fighters. We 
took time out to remember those firefighters who died this past 
year. Some on the job, some off, and even some retired. We 
should remember all of those who have had loss in the past, 
especially this past year. A kind word or gesture may mean the 
difference between a good day and a bad day for many we come 
in contact with.  
 

As I write this article, I am interrupted by a family member of a 
death notification I made in the past. The words “I’m sorry for 
your loss”, almost seem to roll off my tongue out of habit. Yet I 
really am sorry for their loss. And I need to convey, and even 
sometimes convince them of that. We all have experienced loss 
in some form or another. Loss may be one of those things that 
God does allow, so that we can help others. At times, the only 
thing needed is presence. You know, those times when we don’t 
know what to say, and it’s Ok. We are not to say anything. I 
learned very early on, DO NOT tell them you know what they 
are feeling, if you do not know. (It’s ok to tell them you don’t. 
They will respect and appreciate you for it.) Just knowing that you 
want to help and are willing to be there for them can be enough. 
 

This Holiday season try to go out of your way to help someone 
through a valley or a hardship. You may be the blessing that they 
need. Who knows, you may be the one that is blessed. Always 
remember, the Chaplains are here to help accomplish what God 
has called you to do.         Preacher 

 
 
 

                 EMS Report 

                     By Captain John Bergeron 

 
We have received confirmation from 
OSFNIEMS that the EMT-B class will be 
starting January 18, 2006, at Harlem-
Roscoe Fire Station #1.  Classes will be on 
Mondays and Thursdays unless otherwise 
noted on the class schedule.  Any EMT-B 
may sit in on the classes to receive 
continuing education points, which are hour 

for hour.  The class schedules will be posted at all stations soon.  
If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
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Accidents Photos by Chief Oscar Presley and Sheryl Drost 
 

   

10/05/06 Roscoe Road and Gleasman Road. 
 

    

   10/12/06 Prairie Hill Road & Hwy 251                                                                            10/13/06 Hwy 251 & Elevator Road 

 

  
                                     10/14/06 6600 block of Nestlewood Drive – Truck hits three parked vehicles. 

 

   
                                                   10/17/06 Hwy 251 & Bridge Street                                                                          10/16/06 Rockton Road & Willowbrook Road 
 

    
                                  10/23/06 Hwy 251 & Forest Hills Road                                                                                      11/06/06 Hwy 251 north of Bridge Street 
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Accidents Continued. . . 
 

   
                                                                                                                    10/25/06  9702 Belvidere Road. 
 

   
10/25/06 I-90 – Car hit parked semi just north of tollbooth. 

 

  
10/26/06 Hononegah Road and Beecher Road 

 

   
10/31/06 Hwy 251 & Williams Drive – Five vehicle accident 
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Fire Prevention Week Snapshots 
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Open House 

 
Andy Dwyer was given the honor for cutting the ribbon during the Open House for the new training addition and remodel at Station Three. 

 

 

October 15, over 400 well wishers visited and 
celebrated at Fire Station #3 located at 13974 
Willowbrook Road.  An Open House was held 
to introduce the community to the new 
addition and remodel, as well as celebrate Fire 
Prevention Week with the firefighters.  
 

This addition added a large indoor training 
room as well as a four apparatus bay.  The 
remodel added a large meeting room, kitchen, 
lounge, sleeping quarters, and larger 
bathrooms with showers.  This construction 
also completes Chief Oscars Presley’s dream 
of a large state-of-the-art training facility. 
 

Roscoe Chamber President Judy Crabtree 
started the ribbon cutting ceremony by 
welcoming everyone and introducing Harlem-
Roscoe Fire Trustee Jim Burdick. Jim 
introduced local dignitaries and thanked 
everyone for coming.  He gave a short speech 
which included his thoughts of, “All this is 
really in preparation to grow with an area that 
is undergoing a large and accelerated 
development, both in residential and 
commercial areas.” Jim then turned it over to 
Chief Oscar Presley. Oscar also spoke on 
being ready for the future. He said, “We plan 
to be ready when the future happens.  And it is 
happening all around us up here with the new 
construction sites such as Wal-mart and the 
new clinic. We plan on being ready.”  Then, 
Andy Dwyer, who is the original benefactor of 
the land the Station was built on, was given the 
honor of cutting the ribbon.   
 

Throughout the afternoon, firefighters 
demonstrated uses of the facility, the kids had 
fun activities, and there were hotdogs and cake 
for everyone.  The kids also loved watching 
several of the firefighters and trucks take off to 
fight a shed fire!   

 
The Extrication Team gave a demonstration of 
extricating a victim from a two-car accident in the 
large indoor training room.  
 

 
The car prop was fired up and firefighters showed 
how they train to extinguish car fires. 
 

 
Firefighter Gina McCauley demonstrated one of 
the uses of the training tower. She rappelled off 
the 4-story tower to the delight of the crowd. 

 
A sprinkler demonstration trailer was on hand 
and demonstrated a live window curtain fire 
being put out by sprinklers. 
 

 
Spraying the fire hose was very popular. 

 

 
Taylor Lukowski and Adrianna VanderHeyden 
answer fire prevention questions to be able to 
pick a duck and win a prize.  
  

 
Sparky chatted with the kids about such things 
as what to do if they found a lighter or what to 
do in a fire.   

 

 



The Firehouse Scene – November 2006 

 12

 

 
Jim Daughenbaugh 

‘30
th

’  November 16th 
 

First National Bank Display 
Photo by Colleen Bloyer 
 

 
The First National Bank on Bridge Street in Roscoe set up 
a display in their lobby during Fire Prevention Week. The 
display featured fire safety handouts and information on 
the Open House.  
 

Chief Accepts Grant 

 
Chief Oscar Presley accepts a $500 grant from Sam’s 
Club Associates. The grant was used to buy fire alarms 
and extinguishers. 
 

Bus Safety 

 
Prairie Hill School invited Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters to 
watch them as they did their emergency bus exit drills. 
 

ISO Visits 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

Chief Presley spent four 
days with the ISO agent 
this month. They went 
over things such as left, 
checking hydrant 
pressure, to station 
inspections, to pouring 
over district maps 
below.  It will be a few 

months before the agent puts all the data together 
and we find out if the district gets a better rating. 
 

 
 

Sparky Trick or Treats! 
 

 
Sparky went trick or treating with the kids from 
Stepping Stones Preschool – He was Zorro! 
 

 
Paramedic Chris Kaiser hands out candy to the 
trick or treating preschoolers. 
 
 

Mack Visits 

 
Station Three Captain Don Shoevlin poses with 
the first Captain of Station Three, former Harlem-
Roscoe DC Richard Mackenthun. Mack retired a 
few years back. He stopped in to visit during the 
Open House and to check out the new addition 
and remodel of his old station. It’s changed just a 
little bit. ☺  

 

Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

November  
 

1st            Jerry McCormick 
                Don Shoevlin 
3rd            Joe Quast 
                Bill Scheider 
8th            Harry Wagner 
11th          Kelly Green 
12th          Cathy Drye 
16th          Jim Daughenbaugh    ‘30

th
’ 

 

December 
 

8th            Matt Lane 
10th          Chaplain Ron Ferguson 
12th          Tracy Wilson 
14th          Leah Montoya 
24th          Andrew Willis 
26th          Ron Klaman 
 

 

 December  Breakfast  
 

Kirk Wilson, Eric Wainright,  
Doug Wolfe, Andrew Willis,  

Dan Zintak, Greg Zintak. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

        Total Calls 

              

                             October   2006 
 

        Medicals -        105       972       

        Accidents -        16        156            

        Fires -                18        154       

        Misc. -                14       212      

      Total Calls        153      1494 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a monthly 
newsletter produced by the Harlem-
Roscoe Fire Protection District.  
 

Editor-in-Chief – Chief Oscar Presley 
Editor, Producer, Writer, & 

Photographer - Sheryl Drost 
Thank you to our contributing writers: 
Captain John Bergeron, Captain Don 
Shoevlin, and Chaplain John Powell,  
Printer – Premier Printing 
The newsletter is available at Station One - 
10544 Main Street in Roscoe and on the 
depts. site, www.harlemroscoefire.com after 
the second Sunday of each month. 
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By Captain Don Shoevlin 

 
We just completed hosting our first IFSI 
class at Station #3.  It was Haz-Mat Ops.  
There were 28 students, of which six were 
from Harlem-Roscoe Fire.  I have been 
informed that all passed. Congrats! It 
received excellent remarks and not only 
from our department, but also the 
surrounding departments that attended the 
class.  The classroom and outside training 

were utilized for this class. We also had the Regional Recruit Class 
use the tower for their smoke maze on the 4

th
.  The Stateline 

Technical Rescue Team will also be using the facility for their rope 
class.  As you can see, our training facility is getting great reviews 
and a lot of use.  We are working on bringing even more classes to 
the facility this upcoming year.   
 

We are now working on the next recruit class. We will have an 
information meeting on December 10, at 1PM, to be held at Station 
One.  The class will begin on either January 6, 2007 or January 7, 
2007. If you know of anyone that might be interested, have them fill 
out an application or attend the December meeting.   
 

As we approach the end of the year, (where did it go?) we as a 
division are working on next year’s training.  If you have any ideas 
or suggestions, please bring them to my attention. We are always 
open to them.  I will be posting the 2007 training division meeting 
dates at all three stations.  Please don’t hesitate to attend if you 
would like.   
 

Hazmat-Ops Class  
Photos by Sheryl Drost  & Dennis Cavanaugh 
 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire hosted an IFSI taught Hazardous Ops Class 
for two weekends in October at Station Three. Six H-R 
Firefighters participated in the class.  Pictures from this class can 
be viewed on our website at www harlemroscoefire.com. 
  

 
 

 

Training Drill Night Snapshots 
 

 

10/10/06 Training – Trench Rescue 
 

 
10/24/06 Training – Extrication 
 

 
11/07/06 Training – Confined Space Rope Rescue 
 

 

11/07/06 Training - Rope Rescue 

 



The Firehouse Scene – November 2006 

 14

Station Gossip 
• The Senior Turkey Dinner the department puts on with 

the Lions Club is Thursday, November 16. This dinner 
is very popular, and any and all help from the 
firefighters will be much appreciated. 

• Firefighters, don’t forget to sign your kids up for the 
Breakfast with Santa. Sign up sheets are at each station. 

• When a man or women becomes a firefighter, their 
greatest act of bravery has been accomplished.  What 
they do after that is all in the line of work.   

• There is another Texas Hold-em 
fundraiser planned for Saturday 
November 25 from 2pm – 1am.  
It will be at the Roscoe VFW on 
Second Street in Roscoe. There 
will be Sit-N-Go all day, a 
$50.00 multi-table tournament, 
and Black Jack tables.   

• There will be four Christmas 
parades this season.  See Joe if you can help with any of 
them! 

• Plenty of ribbing up in the front offices after Ken hit 
two deer last month with his wife’s car. We were even 
thinking of putting antlers on Sparky, since Ken was 
operating him most the time for Fire Prevention Week.  

• And speaking of Sparky, Ken can’t understand why 
more of you don’t step forward and practice running 
Sparky. It’s a lot of fun. 

• Don’t drive faster than your guardian angel can fly! 

• Oooh…Gina is going to be bummed she missed a major 
fire while in Vegas with the Extrication Team.   

• Chief is pushing a lot of buttons lately.  In his new 
truck that is. He says he is slowly figuring everything 
out.  Ken and I even had him back up to the building to 
see when the back up lights and warnings sound.   

• One of the firefighters joked with Oscar the other night 
that with all the power in his new truck, would he have 
any problems driving through the ditches and not 
rolling his new truck. Oscar chuckled and said in 40 
years of driving fire trucks he has only tipped over a 
couple of em…   

• "No one else 'makes us angry.' We make ourselves angry 
when we surrender control of our attitude.  What someone 
else may have done is irrelevant.  We chose, not they. They 
merely put our attitude to a test." 

 
 
 

Western Caribbean/Panama Cruise Fundraiser 
 

Sunday February 4 to Sunday, February 11, 2007 

Contact: Veronika @ EZ Travel 815-877-8080 
 

The brochure for this 8-day Carnival Cruise starting from Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida reads, “The three-country adventure begins in 
Colon, where you can fish, golf, shop and even take a boat trip through 
the Panama Canal, an architectural marvel you will never forget.  
Another beautiful country awaits you in Limon, where a choice of 
excursions along scenic drives leads you to the unspoiled beaches and 
lively cities of warm, welcoming Costa Rica.  Your third destination is 
breathtakingly beautiful.  Belize, famed for its lush scenery, gorgeous 
beaches and wildlife sanctuaries. On this cruise, you’ll enjoy one fun 
adventure after another.” 

 
 

 
Davey ‘Crockett’ Doyle brought by his deer he  

shot with his bow and arrow.  It’s an 8-pointer.   

The contest has begun. Whose next? 

I love the hat Dave! 

 
 

 
How hot was the fire Ryan? 

 
 
 

 
Chaplain Powell has a new look for Morgan 

and Lincoln. He says it might help on  

certain types of calls! Ask them. 

 


