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Rescue Medical 

Retired Chief Oscar Presley has 
said “I became the fi rst volunteer 
Paramedic in the area in 1979 
because it was needed - other areas 

of the country had it; we deserved it too. Emergency 
medical equipment was so poor and insuffi cient back 
then that there were immediate improvements with 
the initiation of the Paramedic program. The results 
were we no longer had to waste precious time for an 
ambulance to come from another town. The paramedics 
could start treatment immediately.”

The department went from having only one crude 
trauma/ambulance in the 80’s to four Advanced Life 
Support (ALS) ambulances we respond with today. 
Back then they would practically take the whole 
ambulance into a house and start treatment on a 
patient. They would start IV’s in the house and call 
the hospital from a “White Box Phone” and send a 
cardiac reading before they loaded patients. Now, cell 
phones  and radios are used and the objective is to get 
the patient to the ambulance as quickly as possible and 
start treatment while transporting. The department has 
always kept on the cutting edge with state-of-the-art 
equipment.

                1970’s - EMT’s Oscar Presley, Clay Winters, Dick Lyford, & Terry Pitkus        

The department has recently updated their ambulance fl eet by 
replacing one of them with a new 2010 Medtec ambulance.  It is a 
Chevy 4500 cut away chassis with a Duramax Diesel engine. 

The truck is 8” longer and the patient care department has been 
redesigned – creating more head room for our EMS personnel to 
work.  The outside light bar has been updated and all the lights on 
the vehicle are LED’s. 

There is also a new compartment installed for fi re gear and 
breathing apparatus for the paramedic/fi refi ghter. This will 
allow these individuals to be prepared with personal protective 
equipment if needed for a life safety incident. They will be able 
to enter a hazardous environment while protecting themselves to 
help someone if the immediate need arises.

Then & Now - Rescue
Compiled by Sheryl Drost

Rescue
Former fi refi ghter Norm 
Iverson said, “Back then 
we didn’t have the Jaws of 
Life, or other equipment 

that you have today. We used come-
alongs, hydraulic jacks, shoring, and 
saws-alls. But it was quite a job!” Visit 
the department’s web site at www.
harlemroscoefi re.com to see all of the 
department’s rescue fl eet now.

Oscar stands by the department’s fi rst rescue unit.

Harlem-Roscoe Fire has state-of- the-art rescue equipment starting with Heavy Rescue Squad 741. An incredible 
toolbox on wheels, 

     2010 - EMS Coordinator Capt. Jay Alms, DC John Bergeron, & Chief Don Shoevlin.


